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CHAPTER XXIII. 

«• Midst lylvsn glades, in warbles dear, 
Tfild natare'9 sweetest notes I heari 
On green nntrodden banks I view 
The byacintli*s neglected hue; 
Itf idst lonely haunts, and woodland roimds, 
I mark the sqnirrers airy boandsy 
Or startle from ^ae ashen spray, . 
Acrov the glen, the screaming jay. 
Each native charm my steps explore 
Of loUtude's sequestered store." "^ 

Amongst other rural amusements 
incidental to our present situation, I have 
been &r some days vastly busy under the 
instruction of our hostess, in superin- 
tending the nursery of a beautiful spot* 
ted turkey-hen, a sort of petted favourite, 
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* 

which has been nestling, since our arrivdl, 
in a cavity romantically formed of roots 
and moss, in one of the wood- walks by 
the river side; and as my preteg^ leads 
her speckled brood in quest of farther 
favours to my b rcak&at table, their self- 
satisfied progenitor struts in patriarchal 
dignity before my drawing-rpom win- 
dow, and, expanding his broad plumage 
to the rays of a brilliant sun, breathes an 
arrogant d^fiupce to the wooda which 
wave around him 1 

In the d^ep solitude, of our abode, the 
haughty aira q£ this c^i^sequaiitial bird 
furnish me with an endless ftmd of 
amusement, and I seldom iaiL to reward 
him liberally for the coii«^e»^b which 
he sometimes attacks Lord Montague in 
his perambulations about the lodge, by 
offerings of corn, extorted* with^ some 
difficulty- from the grumWiiBg bcnevo* 
lence of his less indulgeiit mistress; — ^My 
ancient friend with whom- T occasional^ 
hold ** high conversej** and who I soon 
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found to be strongly tinctured vith the 
marvellous, amused me a few mornings 
since with the relation of a ghost, which, 
aecocdiag to her belief, has for years, at 
certain istsn^ais, haunted the interior of 
Warwick Castle ! — I have previously 
pro&ssed to hold no intelligence with 
phantoms, but whait is a castle worth in 
modem times without a ghost ? and this 
is of sudi a domestic disposition, atid a 
lady of such consequence too withal, 
that I am sure you will readily fbrgiive 
my iatroduct^on of her. 

This wandering spirit^ of whom it ap» 
pears the inferior domestics entertain an 
invincible dre^d, is, as my hostess gravely 
informed me, the apparition' of a woman 
supposed to ha%^ been murdered, and 
buried in a^ stone coffin near the stefia of 
the grand entrance ; the stone coffin, 
which is preserved at the porter's lodge, 
having beea^ dug up there a few years 
since by some workmen emjdoyed to re^ 
padr tile coachrroad round the inner 
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4 WARWICK CASTLE. 

court of the castle. She never " walk* 
ed/' I am informed, before this affitir; 
but, agreeably to etiquette, has appeared 
at stated intervals ever since her bones 
were so sacrilegiously disturbed, and 
how nightly perambulates the c^tle, 
gorgeously mounted upon high quaiter- 
ed shoes^ with an immens.e pair of dia- 
mond buckles in them, and bearing a 
torch most terrifically flaming in her 
right hand 1 

I could scarcely command my counte- 
nance whilst I listened to her account of 
the formidable tour of inspection which 
this poor ghost is nightly fated to per- 
form in her nocturnal visitations, and 
which, it seems, invariably commence and 
terminate at a; secret door in one of the 
passages adjafcent to the castle brewery, 
where she is frequently seen peeping 
amongst the misty furnaces of boiling 
ale- wort, to the unspeakable annoyance 
of her terrified beholders ! 

My venerable, friend would, I believe. 
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consider me little better than an infidel 
were I to refuse my implicit q^redence to 
the marvellous relations with which she 
occasionally entertains me, all of them, 
as she repeatedly assures me, being 
" sartainly true."-— Montague laughed 
heartily at my repetition of this tale of 
terror ; and last evening, when she as 
usual brought my stated allowance for 
the suppers of my feathered fitvourites, 
mischievously contrived to draw her into 
one of her miraculous gobliQ stories, to 
which he listened with the most respecl^ 
ful gravity, whilst Captain Arden, who 
was our guest, almost convulsed with 
laughter, provoked her even to ang^ 
by his unbelieving risibility. 

This youn^ man fprms^ark agreeable 
interruption to our domestiq tite-d-titei 
and jpn Montague's account I rejoice at 
our accidental rencontre. For myself 
I have little desire for other society, 
for— 

'* With hiok conversing I forget all time, 
AU seasons, and their change ;" 



6 WARWICK CASTLE. 

but Montague, acciMtomed to liie in its 
most attractive form, must, I am con- 
vlnced, sometimes feel, though he is far 
too gallant to acknowledge ity the occa- 
sional insipidily of female conversation, 
when wholly confined to it undiversified 
hy variety of association or occasional 
participation in those ^ feasts of reason '' 
which are only to be enjoyed in a mode- 
rate intercourse with the world. 

On this account, therefore^ Captain 
Adrden's kitrodoctioci has been peculiarly 
gratifying; fer he forms a pleasant com* 
pMuoo in our excursions about the 
neighbourhood, though the increased 
iSness of his mother sometimes prevents 
him from joining our little party. Miss 
Arden, his sister, is a fine girl, extreme- 
ly pretty, but somewhat hasty in her 
decisions, and with a sort of warmth in 
her temper, that has already led her, as 
I gather from her brother, into an error 
of proceeding which I fear will embitter 
much of the happiness of her future life, 
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aii4 h9i& certainly been the oause of 
her mother's iadispositioli. As we have 
-grown move intimate^ Captaia Arden has 
spoken utiresftivedly c^his fiimily afiairs; 
and alluding to the painful situation of 
his sister, in the expected event of his 
mother's death, he spoke of it as the re- 
sult of her own thoughtless folly. The 
fiither of C^tain Arden held a lucrative 
situation upon the establishment of the 
£ast India Company at Calcutta, in 
which he accumulated a handsome for- 
tune, and of which our A*iend and his 
sister wiH shortly be the s(rfe inheritors, 
it being deemed itnpos^ble .ibr Mrs* 
Arden to survive -many weeks k nger* 
Arden himself came to England at an 
early age for education, and disliking 
the East Indies entered into the British 
army^ and, tfaoUgh now ncft more than 
three and twenty, has I believe seen his 
share of military service. His family 
remained in India, till his father's death 
happening about eighteen months since. 
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the marriage of Miss Arden with A Mr. 
Delme, a gentleman engaged in the 
same department as her father, and 
which was on the eve of celebration^ 
was unavoidably postponed by this 
event. 

In the seclusion to which the death 
of her father naturally confined her,' 
Miss Arden, with a mind, as I guess, by 
no means highly cultivated, and possess* 
ing little inclination for enjoyment of 
mental pleasures, soon found her situa* 
tion peculiarly irksome ; and wearied 
out with ennui began to envy her lover 
the trivial gratifications of public amuse-* 
ment, which custom and a proper re- 
spect to the memory of her father for 
the present prevented her from sharing, 
and to disgust him by childish repinings 
at the restraint which decency had im- 
posed on her. Mr. Delme, amongst 
other connexions incidental to his situa- 
tion, was intimately received in the fa- 
mily of the Governor-General, whose 
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only daughtenlKkving recently . returned 
from England, ^hen^ she«had been edu- 
cating for some years, with a suitable 
cargo of accomplishmeiits, a: series of 
brilliant fetes had been given upon her 
arrival, over which Miss Harrington bad 
presided — the fairy goddess of the scene* 
Nothing was talked of, or even thought 
of, but Miss Harrington ; Mr. Delme, a^ 
well as others^ sang the praises of this 
accomplished belle, and unconsciously 
excited the keenest heart-burnings of 
jealousy in the bosom of his intended 
bride. Amongst other fancier which 
she imbibed from erroneous report^ 
Miss Ardea bad taken it into her head 
that her lover was deeply captivated by 
the charms of the reigning idol, and it ip 
possible thafa Mis^ Harrington, in tb^ ; 
gaiety of her humour, might have 
thoughtlessly ! eng^gpd him in some trif^ 
vial flirtation* Bd this ,aa it^ may, Misis. 
Arden gave it her belief, and stung ta 
tibe heart by his fancied infidelity,- §hfi 
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bitterly reproaclied faim for the perfidy of 
his conduct, and vented her feelings in 
a torrent of invective, indiscriininately 
bestowed upon Miss Harrington and her 
imagiaafy devotee lover. Disgusted by 
her conduct, and conscious that there 
was in reality no ground for the accusa* 
tion, Delme xnet the chsu-ge with equal 
spirit, and vainly attempting to con^ 
vnce her of her error, they at length 
parted in motual resentment Strongly 
attached, however, and indulgent to a 
weakness which he was convinced origi- 
nated only in the ancerity of her r^ard, 
he cottid not rest till 1m had finally dissi^ 
pated the doubts which had intemqpted 
their fbrmer amity. A reconciliation of 
ttoume succeeded, and peace being re- 
stored, never was mistress so. adored as 
Miss Arden, never lover so deserving aa 
Mr. Delme !~-Biit, alas! the fedions 
period of the mourning was skill unex- 
pired; and during tMs interval Miss 
Atden unHappOy experienced a renewal 
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of her alarms, and, in spite of all his pro«- 
testatioils^ continued to harass her lofVfT 
with the repetition of her former fears. 
Delme not considering it absolutely ne« 
cessary to sacrifice his comfort to mere 
whims, listened n^ith indifierence to het 
ill-Founded assertions of his inconstancy^ 
and provoked past bearing by these tire- 
some chimeras, lie one evening lefl her 
in a paroxysm of rage, and joining a 
iparty firom die Governor's upon an et- 
cursioa to the interior, hift Calcutta 
without voudmafii^ a £irewell/ At this 
identical ctkis a ship homeward bound 
WM about to siul frmn Calctrttb, and 
Miss Ai^n iadignaiit at the independ^ 
mme of this step^ and tibe imaginary de- 
ftetioli of her batight^ lover, could not 
aiter« the iden of witnessing the faticied 
tricottpb ai Mm Harrington, and lefb no 
ttl^miients untried to prevail npoti her 
aDotibcr to tinbads instantly for fingliuid, 
and leave him without fhrtlser ceremony 
to tlie prMOOMtiMi of hitf neW Attnob- 
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tnent. Mrs. Arden, not perhaps exactly 
aware of all the motives which had pro*- 
voked his present conduct, and listening 
only to the solicitation of her weeping 
daughter, who almost upon her knees ^ 
besought her to spare her the mortifica* 
tion of beholding him married tb her 
rival, gave a reluctant consent ; and 
their preparations being made with the 
utmost secrecy, they embarked on board 
the vessel then ready to sail, and had 
be^i nearly three weeks upon their 
voyage to England before Mr. Delme, 
returning at his leisure to Calcutta, re- 
ceived the slightest intimation of their 
design. Thunderstruck at this unex-> 
pected news, Delme cpuld scarcely give 
credit to their departure; btit having 
AnsMy ascertained the fact, . and . satisfied 
himself that Miss Arden ' had aptudUy 
sailed for England^ he severely reproach** 
ed himself for his share ia their mutual 
folly. It was now so late in the season 
that the last homew^d boimd vessel had 
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already sailed ; and certain that if Miss 
Arden's resentment was sufficiently 
strong to induce her to sacrifice him 
so unhesitatingly, there was but little 
chance of efiecting a fitvourable change 
in her sentiments could he even have 
followed her to England, he wisely en- 
deavoured to reconcile himself to her 
loss, aiHl, notwithstanding the general 
laugh which her elopement excited 
against him, wear his willowed honours 
with resignation to his fate ! — Miss 
Arden meanwhile proceeded gaily on 
her voyage, sometimes wondering what 
her lover thought of her departure, and 
burning with curiosity to know what wa^ 
{said of it in the brilliant circles of 
Calcutta } but thiis gratification of her 
ciiriosity she was not destined to re^ 
ceive ; atid during the first few days of 
her voyage her imagination was too 
Hiuch occupied by the novelty of her 
' situation to feel muck regret &}t the losa 
ei he^ »al^tiejit leveit* Though bora in 
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England, she had quitted it wlukt an in-» 
fiint, and having never ainoe left Cat.- 
ciitta, every object was fiew and interest* 
ing. For a time the festive dinner party^ 
with the social gaiety of the Captain^s 
cabin, the evening dance upon deck, 
and the civilkies oi a nutfterous a^sem* 
blage of passengers, principdly com^i^ 
posed of military officers, with wives 
married in the £<KSt ; some of them re^ 
taraing in oMentatious iG^ndour to db^ 
l^y their conquests in their native coun^ 
try, added to a few fair adventarets sent 
back disappointed iiom the mairiage 
marts in India, to liament the fiuhire of 
9uch speculations in original ob^eurif^^ 
preefaided fbr a time 4tny serious eoot* 
aideration from assaiKng her ; but wheA 
the coast of India had finaUy receded 
&om her sight, and she fomid heiaelf at 
«pen sea without a single olgect but the 
vorld of waters in her view, a sentiment 
Utde short of terror took pMssesMpn^ of 
ker mind> and as dhe ftafftifly cmiteiM^ 
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plated tbe wild waves of ihe ^ multtttt* 
dinous ocean*' around her^ the remem** 
bnmce of abandoned happiness stole un- 
consciously into her bosom ! Thediange 
of dimate too b^^n to affect Mrs. 
Arden's health : always of a delicate con* 
stitution she had been more than usually 
indisposed since the commencement of 
their voyage j and Miss Arden, secretly 
accusing herself as the cause, anticipated 
with alarm the (H-obable consequences of 
her precipitate flight, and the undoubted 
disapprobation of her brother, whom die 
had not now seen &r several years.~ 
When they arrived at St. Helena^ with«> 
in six weeks aail of England^ she would 
have j^en worlds, had she possessed 
them, to have returned to India ; but not 
daring to breathe her wishes to her mou- 
ther, or expose herself to the ridicule of 
her comptgnons du voyiige, she brood*- 
ed in siknce bver the ftars which now 
diamajred her, tiU, the usual time of the 
vessePa stajF having e:qrired, tfa^ re^em- 
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barkied for England, and in due time 
arrived in the Downs. 

From Deal, where they landed, they 
proceeded to London, with .as much ex<* 
pedition as Mrs. Arden's weak health 
would permit. In London tiiey found 
Captain Arden, who had been apprized 
of their intention by letters from St* 
Helena, anxiously waiting their arrival. 

The motives of the voyage could not 
long be concealed : Mrs. Arden felt con- 
vinced that shia had returned to England 
only to die, and aware from the visible 
uneasiness of her daughter,^ that she was 
already sufficiently punished for her in» 
discretion by her own painful reflections^ 
she forbore to excite her Son's farther 
displeasure by ' unavailing reprc^cl^ 
though in* the course of a few weeks he 
gathered enough to know,, that fals 
sister's foUy had been the sole occasion 
of the rupture with Mr. Delme,— Mubh 
distresaed at the alteralton . in hia mO^ 
ther'a healtli^ Captniu Ardtin^ 9a KK>n an 
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the spring commenced^ hurried them 
from one watering place to another, in 
the anxious hope of benefit from the 
change; but his hopes and his efibrts 
have been alike without effect : her dis^ 
order has rapidly increased, and, con- 
vinced that her cure is beyond the reach 
of human aid, Mrs. Arden has calmly 
resigned herself to the certainty of her 
approaching fate, and passes the interval 
which yet remains to her, in endeavour- 
ing to reconcile her daughter's mind to 
their approaching separation. 

The dragoon regiment, to which our 
friend belongs, has been for some time 
resident upon a military station in the 
neighbourhood, and this * circumstance 
originally brought them to Lemmington, 
where Captain Arden procured a suit- 
able house for the accommodation of his 
mother, andexchanging bis own quarters 
with an officer at Warwick, be fixed her 
at Leinmington a;few weeks prior to our 
arrival. 
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Notwithstanding the actreme felly 0f 
which Mias Arden has beea guilty^ I 
cannot help feeling florry fi>r die «everity 
of her punishment ; for she reproaches 
herself as the sole cause ef ber ntother's 
indisposition. Mrs. Arden ^suffers iittle 
bodily pain ; she is gradually linking 
under a nervous habit increased by her 
hmg residence kx India, afnd iqipeass 
perfectly resigned to ber a]9fN'oaohiis^ 
depar]ture. I have twice seen ber at ber 
own request when I have caHed upon 
Miss Arden, who can scaarcely be fnre* 
vailed upon to leave her ^even for an 
hour, although h&c mother is exirem^y 
desirous that she should experience some 
relaxation from the fatigue of ber con* 
stant attendance on her. In conse* 
quence of this desire, I have persuaded 
her to accompany us to-morrow to St. 
Mary's Church, to the insf>e€tion of 
wUch, and the celebrated Beauchamp 
Chapel adpining, we propose to devote 
the morning. My young friend, as vet. 
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Has seeh little of this charming neigh- 
bourhood, so that, if her mother's health 
will allow it, I promise myself some 
pleasure by oecasionally annexing her to 
our little party, in the excursions which 
we project about the environs. 



CHAPTER XXiy. 

'* Ye fretted pinnacle»» ye fanes stiblime^ 
Ye towers that w^ar the massy vest of time. 
Ye temples dim, wlitre pidus daty pttyi 
Her holjT hytniis of cver^echdlng; prftisel 
Ye cUisten, hail I thtit lengthening to the sight. 
To contemptationi step by stfp, Invite 1'' 

JL HE collegiate church of St. Mary at 
Warwick is a foundation of great anti- 
quity, the period of its erection being 
too remote to be exactly ascertained. It 
appears that it was repaired by Roger de 
Newburgh, the second Noi'man Earl of 
Warwick, in the reign of King Stephen,, 
and was rebuilt by Thomas Beauchamp 
Earl of Warwick, in 1S94, (the same 
year in which he built Guy's tower at 
the castle,) and completed by his execu- 
tors at an immense expense. It was, 
with most part of the town, destroyed 
by a dreadful fire, Sept. 5, 1 694. The 
loss sustained by this destructive ac- 
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cident was estimated at the sum of ninety 
thousand, six hundred pounds. Eleven 
thousand pounds were collected by a 
brief towards rebuilding it, to which 
Queen Anne munificently added one 
' thousand more, with which sum the 
church and tower were rebuilt, little, if 
any thing remaining for the sufferers by 
the conflagration, most of whom were 
lodged in tents erected in the fields, their 
homes and property being entirely de* 
stroyed. The building of the tower cost 
sixteen hundred pounds ; the height of 
it from the base to the battlements is one 
hundred and seventeen feet« and twenty 
five more to the top of the pinnacles. 
Near the battlements are the arms of the 
Earl of Warwick, the founder, curiously 
carved in stone work, and immediately 
over the arched entrance porch is the 
following inscription: 

** Templum B : Marias collegiatum,. 
primitus a Rog: de Novo Burgo Com: 
War: Temp: Stepfa: R: instauratum, 



3s WAffvneK: castle; 

pMtes a "Hioe de Belia craipir G: 
War: ex toto re^edificatuv Aaao 
fS94. Conddgratioite stupenda, non 
Ari9) nMi Focis parcente, dihitum 5^ 
Sept. IGM. Ncmun hoc, Pietate Pdb- 
lica iticfaoatufti et proveetitm, Regia ab« 
solututn est sub isetrs Annas auspkiie^ 
Anno isemorabiri iTtM*/' 

In Atigmt' leOfr, the Bishop of Wor- 
cester granted a &cu}ty to the mmister 
and inhabitants of tho Borough of War- 
wick, to appoint asolismn fitst to^beholdeti 
anmially Siept. S^ in sonrowftil veaxern^ 
lipance ei this dismal fire, which bad so 
if&happify laid the town inririns^ but the 
observance of whidi is now discontimied* 

At the west end of the ch«rch, over 
the principal entrance, is' an exeelteBt 
organ under the direction of Mr. Mar** 
shall. At the east end of the chnrch^ 
and placed against the wall to the right 
of the p«lpit, near the steps which de^ 
sceiTd inlo^ the Bcauchamp Chapel^ are 
the e^llgie^ of 7homts Beaischamp tiit 
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ael^ieuBder, and fai9 CounteW) Maiv 
gacet, daoghter of Wittkin Lord Ferrers 
tS Groob^« T^ese e^gies are cast in 
fee' fefrass, richly gitl', and fomerly Ikgr 
iqpmi^ tboir momment^ composed of an 
idter* tomb of maiUe, .wliicb origmalfy 
9l»od in tile eoiifli aasle near the en- 
trance of the chapel; but the stonework 
betag destroyed in 1%e fire, the brassea 
were afterwards found aaiongst the rub* 
Wihi by tbe-woAmen-empIoyedittcfearfc 
ing the ruins, and, being carefufiy pre^ 
seirved, were, at the completion of the 
church, erected against the wall with a 
Catiift in s er y tioq under it^ of which the 
ftUowing is^a ttransbtien: 

^^ Sacred 
^^ Tot the best aud greatest God, 

" And to 
*^ Eternal, memory. 

«* Having had this fempfe' m vath ftr 
his matrselettffi, and ite-akarrfbrhis' re^ 
ftrge*, but affraJftened^ from iJRtat sleep* in 
wliiebhe had Ismt buried weirethan^threar 
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hundred yeaxs, and which he thopghi 
would not be- disturbed but by the ge- 
neral conflagration, lol there now ariaeth 
and standeth before you, that famous 
man equally renowned for his piety and 
valour, one while the love, auQther while 
the envy of kings, always beloved by 
the kingdom, sometimes the sport of 
fortune, at length her conqueror, equal 
to her smiles, greater than her frowns ; 
almost the last of a name always terrible 
to France, 

Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick j 

Governor of the isles of Guernsey, Sarkjp, 
and Alderney ; Knight of the Order qf 
the Garter; of some esteem with the 
fortunate invincible Prince Edward III. 
on account of his famous exploits per- 
formed in England and France; pro- 
moted by a convention of the orders of 
the realm to be Governor to Richard II. 
during his minority; condemned for high 
treason when the same King was made 
master of himself, or rather of his sub« 
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jectSy banished to the Isle of Man^ re- 
called from banishment by Henry IV. 
to his estate and honburs, who, when he 
had lived long enough for his country, 
himself, and his reputation, wa^, together 
with his wife Margaret, buried in this 
place in the year of our Lord 1401. 

That the sepulchraLmonument of the 

founder might not wholly perish in the 

ashes of this collegiate church, which he 

himself had built, these images, snatched 

from the sacrilegious flames, were erected 

by the care of one of the commissioners, 

appointed by act of parliament for the 

rebuilding the town, and this sacred 

church; and who ofiers this eulogium, 

such as it is, as a kind of funeral obsequy 

to the memory of so^ great a name, a 

name more durable than brass or marble. 

Anno Dom. 1706." 

In the middle of the choir stands a 
massy tomb of composition of plaster, 
with a marble cornice, erected as a mo- 

vou in. C 
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nument to Thomas Beauchamp, (father 
of the last mentioned Earl,) who founded 
the <;hoir as it now stands, which fortu- 
nately escaped the ravages of the fire. 

This Earl married Lady Katherine 
Mortimer, daughter of Roger Mortimer, 
first Earl of March, and died Nov. 13, 
1370. His Countess Katherine died 
Aug. 4, in the same year. The ceiling 
of the choir is elegantly carved and en« 
riched with the founder's arms, quartered 
with those of Mortimer. The altar it 
appears is of more modern execution, 
and the range of stalls on each side of 
it were formerly appropriated to the use 
of the Chapter, on solemn festivals. In 
this place are also monuments of other 
persons, not^^onnected with the Warwick 
family. On the right of the choir is the 
magnificent Beauchamp chapel, founded 
by Richard Beauchamp, son of Earl 
Thomas and his Countess Margaret, by 
whom the Deanery situated in the church 
yard, and formerly the residence of the 
Dean and Chapter, but since endowed 
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ds a free school by Henry VIII. and now 
denominated the College, or King's 
School, was also built. 
' The B^atlchamp chapel, or, as it is 
commonly cfaHed, " our Lady's C3iapel,'* 
being dedicated to the honour of the 
Virgin 'Mary, was erected as a mau- 
soleum for the ashes of this noble family. 
The fabric of it was begun in 1443, the 
fwenty first year of King Henry VI. by 
the executors of Richard Beauchamp, 
Earl of Warwick, and Regent of France, 
according to the directions of his last 
will and testament. The illustrious 
founder dying at his castle of Rouen in 
Normandy, where he resided in quality 
of Regent during the minority of Henry 
VI. April SO, 14S9, his body was 
brought over to England, and conveyed 
to Warwick in suitable state. It was 
interred in St. Mary's church, without 
the west door of the chapel, until the 
vault, made under the directions of his 
will, should be ready for its. reception. 

c 2 
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Upon the subsequent completion of the 
chapiel, the body was remoyed^ and de* 
posited in a stone coffin in a vault helva 
out of the solid rock, upon which the 
chapel is built, over which was erected 
an altar tomb of grey marble, set round 
with figures of copper gilt, with their 
arms enamelled on shields below, repre* 
sentiog the numerous &mily connexions 
of this noble Earl. Upon this nKmument 
the figure of Eajrl Richard, or, as he ia 
comtnonly called, ^' Bold Beiauchamp,'* 
is represented in full atature aiid armour, 
made ofifine brass richly gilt, and $e- 
cured by a hearae of the same materials, 
formerly used to support a velvet drapery 
over the tomb. The figures, or weepers, 
arranged round it, of which his son, 
Henry Duke of Warwick, and his wife 
Lady Cecily Neville, aislei? of the cele- 
brated Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick,, 
arre placed at the head, are all euumer*: 
ated with their descent in a book to be 
purchased of the person who a^ws the 
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chapel : round the tomb is an inscription 
in the old English character, of ivhich 
the following is a literal copy. 

** Preeth devoutly for the sowel whom 
God assoile of one of the moost wor* 
shipful KnyghteSy in his dayes of mon- 
hode and conning, Richard Beauchamp 
late Earl of Warrewik^ Lord Despenser 
of Bergevenny, and of mony other grete 
Lordships, whose body reateth here 
under this tumbe in a fulfeire vout of 
stone set on the bare rooch, the which 
visited with longe sikness in the castel 
of Roan thereinne decessed ful cristenly 
the last day of April, the yer of oure 
Lord God A. D. 1439, he being at that 
tyme Lieutenant General and Governor 
of the Roialmes of ^Frannce and of the 
Duchie of Normandie by sufficient au- 
torite of our Soveraigne Lord the King 
Harry the 6th. tihe which body with grete 
deliberac6n and ful worshipful conduit, 
By See and by Lond, was brought to 
Warrewik the fourth day of October 
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the yer above selde, and was leide with 
ful solemne exequies in a feir chest 
made of stone in this chirche afore the 
west dore of this chapel according to 
his last wille and testament therein to 
reste till thys chapel by him devised in 
liis lief were made. Al the whuche 
chapel founded on the rooch and all the 
membres thereof his executors dide 
fully make and apparaille by the autorite 
of his seide willee and testament and 
thereafter by the same autorite, they, 
dide translate fiul worshypfuUy the seide 
body into the vout above seide — Honured 
be God therfore." 

Sometime about the year ITS^J^ the 
floor of the chapel fell in, and sunk so 
low that the coffin of Earl Richard was 
discovered^ and being opened, his body 
appeared fresh and perfect, though bu- 
ried 318 years, but being exposed to the 
air it shortly fell to decay ; many of the 
ladies of Warwick made rings of his 
hair. 
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The chapel is undoubtedly one of the 
finest pieces of architecture of the kind 
in the kingdom: the expense of building 
it amoanted, as appears upon record, 
to 2481/. 4^. Id. but ivhat an immense 
sum it would have cost in these days 
may be more, easily imagined than caU 
culated, when it is considered that at 
the period of its erection, the highest 
value of an ox was 13^. 4^., and a quarter 
of the finest wheat sold for 3^. and 4d. 

The beauty of this splendid pile, which 
is of gotbic architecture, is considerably 
impaired by the rapacious iniquity of 
later times, much of its former embel- 
lishment being sacrilegiously destroyed; 
biit what is still remaining conveys a 
strong idea of its original grandeur. The 
chapel is divided by three windows of 
six codpartments, or days, as they are 
termed, on each side; thftt at the east 
end, containing the portrait of Earl Ri- 
chard and his two wives and children, 
kneeling, in their several coats of arms. 
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&c. The figures in the other windows 
represent different personages ^nd al- 
liances of the House of Beauchatnp, and 
the ceiling is also decorated with the 
heraldic bearings of the family. The 
floor, composed of a tessellated pave- 
ment in black and white marble, leads 
by an ascent of three steps, at unequal 
distances, towards the altar, composed 
of a fine basso relievo of the Salutation, 
which, as well as the canopy over it, and 
niches on each side, is entirely formed of - 
a fine sort of freestone, with which the 
town abounds. In these niches were 
formerly placed images of pure gold^ 
weighing twenty pounds each, by order of 
Earl Richard, who also directed that his ex- 
ecu tors should cause four other images of 
the like weight, representing himself in his 
coat of arms^ and resting upon an anchor, 
to be made; one of which to be offered 
lor him at St. Albans, one at Canter* 
bury, one at Bridlington, and one ^ at 
Shrewsbury. He also directed that first. 
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In all possible haste after his decease^ 
five thousand masses should be said for 
his soul, and that in this church in par-^ 
ticular, three masses a day should be 
sung for his repose, so long as the world 
shouM endure, and to this end, he settled 
lands for the maintenance of four priests, 
and two clerks, in the collegiate church 
of St, Mary, oyer and above the niimber 
appointed before* He also endowed th6 
ehauntry, or oratory, at Guy's Cliff. 

On the north side of the altar is the 
confessional, a sort of whispieriBg gaU 
lery, the steps of wbidi are now alifaost 
inaccessible, being much worn by the 
devotion of pious penitents in former 
times. Besides the costly tomb <>f Eaii 
Richard, th^re are also placed in *the 
chapel the nionumenti df Ambrosfe 
Dudley, Earl of Warwick, "and his bro^ 
ther Robert^ Earl of Leicester, the envied 
favourite of Queen Elizabeth, with his 
Countess, Lettice, daughter of Francis. 
Knolles, Knight of the Garter, &c^. ^ 

c 5 
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Ambrose Dudley, whose e&gy in full 
stature and armour is represented lyin^ 
upon a marble tomb in the body of the 
chapel, was, after the death of his eldest 
brother, heir to his father John Duke of 
Northumberland, descended from the 
eldest daughter of Earl Richard, by his 
first marriage. Under the north wall of 
the chapel, and lying upon a marblo 
tomb enclosed with iron palisades, are 
the statues of Robert Dudley, Eisirl of 
Leicester, brother to Earl Ambrose, and . 
fifth son of the Duke of Northumber- 
land, and his Countess Lettice, both cut 
in marble. This lady was relict of 
Walter, . Earl of Essex, and mother to 
Robert, Earl of Essex, beheaded by 
Queen Elizabeth. Over the tomb is a 
tablet of wood, bearing the following 
verses in gilt letters : — 

** Upon the death of the exceUetd and pUut Lady LetikCf 
Cotmtese of hticesUTy who died upon Chrittmaa day^ in the 
mornings 1634. 

'* Look in this vault and search it well, 
Much treasure in it lately fell $ 
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Wee all are robb'd, and all doe say , 
Oar wealth was carried this way ; 
And that the theft might not be found 
Tis baried closely ander ground ; 
Tet if yoa gently stir the mould. 
There all onr loss yoa may behold. 
There may yoa see that face, that hand, ' 
"Whidi once was fairest in the land ; 
She that in her younger yrares 
Matcht with two great English Peers ; 
She that did supply the wars 
With thunder, and the Court with stars ; 
She thai in her yoath had been 
Barling to the maiden Queen, 
Till she was content to quit 
Ber finTour for her iavoaritt : 
Whose gould threed when she saw span. 
And the death of her brave son,* 
Thought it safest to retire. 
From all care and vain desire. 
To a private country cell. 
Where she spent her dayes so well. 
That to M the better sort 
Came as to an holy court. 
And the poor, that lived near, 
Dearth nor famine could not fear. 
Yfrhilst she liv*d, she lived thus. 
Till that God, displeased with u<t. 
Suffered her at last to fall. 
Not from him, but from us all. 
And becaase she took delight 
ChrisCs poor members to invite, 

• Robert, Earl of Ecifiei. 
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He fally now requites her love 
And sent his angels from above, 
That did to heaven ber soul convey 
To solemnize his own birth«day.'' 

Gervas Ct.rFTON'. 

The idea' conveyed iu these lines is 
certainly very beautiful, but whether this 
celebrated lady was justly entitled to all 
the praises bestowed on her by her par- 
tial panegyrist I cannot satisfactorily de- 
termine : her conduct towards Lady 
Douglas Sheffield, the first wife of 
Leicester, to w^hoin at her instigation he 
denied his previous alliance, for the sole 
purpose of completing his marriage witb 
her, renders it somewhat doubtful. Upon 
the tomb of Ambrose Dudley, the pedi- 
gree of this family with their rank and 
titles are most elaborately set forth j and 
on the south side of the chapel close to 
the wall, under a window near the altar, 
is a small marble monument with the 
effigy of Robert Dudley, the infant son 
of the Earl of Leicester by his last mar- 
riage, and heir to all the*, honours of 
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thret separate earldoms, who died in Ins 
infancy ; being, according to oral tradi- 
tion, poisoned by his nurse, at the insti- 
gation of Leicester's disavowed wife, in 
revenge of herself, (Lady Douglas She£ 
field,) and her son. Sir Robert Dudley. 
Upon this tomb is the following inscrip- 
tion : — 

*' Here resteth the bodye of the Noble 
Impe.* Robert of Dudley, Baron of 
Denbigh, sonne of Robert, Earl of Lei- 
cester, nephew and heire unto Ambrose 
Dudley, Earl of Warwick, brethren, both 
sonnes of the Mighty Prince John, Duke 
of Northumberland^ that was cosin and 
heire to Sir John Grey, Viscount L'Isle, 
cousin and heire to Sir Thomas Talbot, 
Viscount Lisle, nephew and heire" unto 
Lady Margaret, Countess of Shrewsbury, 
the eldest daughter and co-heire to the 
Noble Earle, Sir Richard Beauchamp^ 

* Impe.signi^es iinpe(ator,,aD abbreviation (hen given ia 
the sons of ^reat families. \ 

\ 
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here interred : a child of great parent- 
age, but of far greater hope and to ward- 
nessy taken from this transitory unto 
everlasting life, in his tender age, at 
Wanstead, in Essex, on Sonday the 1 9th 
July, in the yeare of our Lord 1584, 
being the 26th yeare of the happy raine 
of the most vertuous and goodlye Prin- 
cesse. Queen Elizabeth ; and in this 
place laid up amongst his noble an- 
cestors in assured hope of the general 
resurrection.** 

Whether the " Noble Imps,*' of the 
present day exhibit as much ** toward- 
ness,** or . will be " laid up" with as 
bright hopes of immortality as the pre- 
cious blossom of nobility thus pompously 
entombed, I will not hazard a conjecture ; 
but, as Montague, with a sort of pardon^ 
able triumph, excited by this retrospec- 
tion of the monumental glories of his 
ancestry, ran over the long list of titled 
progenitors from whom he sprang, enu<» 
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merated with much precisian on ike 
stately tomb of Earl Richard, and point- 
ed out to me his line of descent from the 
Neville branch of the house of Warwick ; 
the ^^ pomps and vanities" of this nether 
world passed across my imagination, and 
laying my hand upon his arm, I somewhat 
archly ejaculated, in the words of the 
sacred Psalmist, ^^ Behold, thou hast 
made my days as it were a span long; 
mine age is even as nothing in respect of 
thee, but verily ^very man living is alto- 
gether vanity !" 

Upon a marble monument fixed against 
the north wall is a tablet, with an in^^crip- 
tion in memory of Katherine, created 
Duchess Dudley by King Charles I. 
wife of Sir Richard Leveson, of Trent* 
ham, in the county of Stafibrd (one of 
the ancestors of the present Marquis of 
StalSS^rd, and consequently of the pre- 
sent Countess of Warwick), daughter of 
Sir Robert Dudley, the disavowed son 
of the Earl of Leicester, who, failing in 
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bis attempts to establish his legltima^^ 
through the Court intrigues and in* 
fluence of his father's widow:^ quitted 
England in disgust and retired to Flor^ 
ence, where he died, having been ad« 
vanced to the dignity of a Duke by 
Ferdinand II, Emperor of Germany,^ 
This lady, lamenting the destructions 
with which the rude hands of ignorance 
and impiety threatened the splendid 
monuments of her noble ancestors, gave 
in her life time fifty pounds for the re* 
pairs of Beauchamp Chapel, and by her 
will dated December r673, bequeath- 
ed forty pounds per annum for ever for 
the same purpose, which fund having 
been accumulating for several years, the 
chapel has recently undergone some re« 
pairs' and embellishment. 

Leaving the chapel, with many a 
lingering look of admiration, we were 
next shown a small but lofty octagon 
room situated on the north side of the. 
choir, and once the Chapter^hous^, where 
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the Dean and Canons held their meet* 
ings of convocation, but since converted 
to another use by the Right Honourable 
Fulke GreviUe, Lord Brooke^ who in 
his life time erected in it for himself a 
stately tomb of black and white marble^ 
supported by lofty pillars, and bearing 
the following laconic inscription :-— 

** Tropheum Peccati !** 

Round the sides of the tomb is also in- 
scribed the style of the noble founder^ 
as thus — ^ 

" Fulke Greville, servant to Queen 
Elizabeth, Counsellor to King James, 
and friend to Sir Philip Sidney." 

This nobleman, who was an ingenious 
writer, and a munificent patron of learn-^ 
ing, was the son of Sir Fulke Greville, 
Bart, of Beauchamp's Court, and was 
born- in 1554. He studied at both the 
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, 
after which he travelled much abroad, 
and upon his return to England was in- 
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troduced at the Court of Queen £liza-> 
betb, in whose &vour he speedily made 
such progress, that having a great de>- 
sire to signalize himself in a military \i£e, 
the Queen, fearful of losing his services 
at home, thought it expedient to re- 
strain him from it, by strict injunctions 
to the conti*ary, and, enjoining him not 
to quit the kingdom without her leave, 
appointed him to an office of gi'eat ho- 
nour in Wales, with the additional office 
of secretary to that principality* 

In 1597 he received the honour of 
Knighthood, and two years afterwards 
was made Treasurer of Marine Causes 
for life ; at the coronation of King James 
he was elected one of the Knights Com- 
panions of the Order of the Bath, and in 
the 13th year of his reign constituted 
Lord High Treasurer, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and one of his Majesty's 
Most Honourable Privy Council. Hav- 
ing discharged these noble offices with 
the truest fidelity, he was in 1620 ad^ 
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vanced to the dignity of Baron Brooke, 
of Beauchamp's Court, and in the next 
year ^pointed one of the Lords of the 
King's Bed-chamber, upon which, being 
overpowered with the weight of these 
high employments, he resigned the 
^ce of Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and retired to Warwick Castle, which 
had been recently granted to him by 
King James, and was at this period in a 
ruinous condition. His Lordship ex- 
pended upwards of twenty thousand 
pounds in repairing and beautifying it, 
and under his personal inspection it was 
restored to its pristine splendour. Lord 
Brooke, as before observed, was a writer 
of considerable eminence, and amongst 
other productions wrote th6 life of his 
intimate friend, Sir Philip Sidney.-** 
Deeply occupied in the composition of 
this work, and other important affairs, 
it is believed that he had neglected to 
remunerate the services of a domestic 
named Hayward, who had lived some 
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years in his famfly, and this man rudely 
expostulating with him on the subject, 
at a moment when, engrossed by other 
affairs, he was little disposed to bear it, 
his Lordship sharply rebuked him ; upon 
which, being alone with him in his bed- 
chamber, and stimulated by resentment. 
Hay ward suddenly drew his knife and 
stabbed him in the back, of which wound 
his Lordship instantly died, aged 84. 
'The assassin, retiring intb another room, 
quickly stabbed himsfelfj; and thus evad- 
ed the vengeance of public justice. This 
event happened at Bfboke House in 
Holborn, Sept. 80, 1028. The body 
of Lord Brooke was embalmed and con- 
veyed to Warwick Castle, from whence 
it was again removed, after lying in state 
the usual time, to St. Mary's Church, and 
deposited with suitable solemnity in the 
magnificefnt mausoleum which he had 
ferected in his life time. 

Leaving this costly specimen of menu- 
mental grandfeur, which is surrounded 
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by numerous battered trophicts^ the war* 
like aduevements of the Warwick family^^ 
the earnest request of our hostess occur- 
red to my recollection : apprised of our 
intended visit to St. Mary's Church, she 
had so anxiously entreated me to ^' peepi 
into the vault and look at the beautiful 
coffins," that I could not refrain from 
now indulging her request; and as I 
paused for s^n instant at the latticed win- 
dow of the vault where the ashes of the 
Greville family are successively entomb^ 
ed, placed in an arched catacomb, and 
surrounded by those of her xxoblfi rehu 
tives, I readily discerned through an 
aperture in the lattice the white velvet 
coffin so often described to me, as en- 
closing the remains of the once beautiful 
Elizabeth ! 

" Early, bright, transient, chaste as moraiDg dew, 
ShejpiiriUedy was exlmkd, ao^ vent to heaveB !** 

TThis young lady, I am iaformed^ had 
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been for some months in a lingering de« 
cline, from the effects of a severe cold, 
and in the autumn of 1 8D5 was carried 

4 

to Bristol hot-wells, in the hope of bene- 
fit from its salubrious springs. — She was 
not worse than usual when the Earl, 
her father, being seriously indisposed in 
London, Lady Warwick, who was at* 
tending her at Bristol, intrusted the 
care of this darling daughter to a con« 
fidential domestic, and departed for a 
few days to alleviate by her presence the 
sufferings of her Lord. Upon her re- 
turn to Bristol to resume her maternal 
cares, she was met by an express to an- 
nounce the dissolution of Lady Elizabeth, 
who had calmly expired whilst reposing 
on a sopha ! 

Moralizing upon this afiecting inci- 
dent, we quitted the awful scene of de- 
cayed mortality, and as we slowly cross- 
ed the church-yard, and bent our way 
homewards to the Lodge; the mutability 
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'of human grandeur fbnned the prevalent 
topic of conversation : 

** F*r thoagh wewmda in wealth, or loar in fame, 
EarUi'i bigbert station ends in « Hen heUui 
And, * Ihnsi to d«fl»* conclnda onr noblest song P 

After a day which had afforded us so 
much solemn gratification, our firiends 
left us early in order to reach Lemming- 
ton before their mother's hour of rest, 
and Montague, taking his hat, walked 
out to the bridge, for a solitary stroll by 
moonlight. It was that still hour of 
evening so admirably suited to contem- 
plation, and as I leant pensively over 
the balustrades of the portico, and 
watched the long line of trembling ra- 
diance that played upon the water 
below, from the reflection of innume- 
rable stars sparkling in the firmament, 
the moon rose with unusual splendour, 
and its beams falling full upon the glit- 
tering vanes of St. Mary's, the magni- 
ficent Beauchamp chapel stood conspi- 
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cuously in my view ; and the following 
lines presented themselves to my imagi^ 
nation: — 

Yon awfal pile which crowns the airy steeps 
Where the proud relics of the Warwicks sleep, 
Entombs another in its dread abode,* 
Whilst funeral requiems waft her soul to God I 
Midst storied ancestry, the good and great, 
Proad crested banners, and heraldic state. 
There fair Elizabeth in peace shall rest. 
And hallowed dust '< lie lightly on her breast}^'. 
That sacred spot shall claim the *< tend'rest tear 
That ever trembled o'er a 4anghter*s bierl ** 
Where graceful Warwick, drooping o'er her tomb. 
In chasten'd sorrow mourns her early doom, 
And sighs to think, life's painful ordeal pass'd, 
- /^ To this complexion all must come at Ust ;" 
Fashion'd and guarded by her fondest cares, 
The grateful blessing of her matron's years ; 
She rose in lift, with every grace attaint. 
By taste selected, and by practice gain'd ; 
But scarce twice twelve revolving suns had seen 
The ripening beauties that adorned her mien, 
" Ere bealth declined, the native tints withdrew, , 
O'er all her features stole a sicklier hne, 
And like the rose-bud, when keen winds assail. 
She dvoopM, the &ding. lily of <he vale J " 
Lent by th' Almighty for a. time, not giv'n, 
Pure as her native skies she rose to Heav'n ! 

♦ January 26, 1S06. 
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For the last few day. Mrs. Ardeii has 
been growing worse, and we were in 
consequ^au:e o))liged to give up a Iktle 
excursion which we had yesterday pro- 
jected to* Wroxsd, an ancient structure 
in this neighbourhood, of which we had 
before a slight view from the road lead- 
ing ta Birmingham. 

This place, of which the house was in 
great p^rt bi^ilt by the Burgo}nies, is the 
paternal seat of Christopher Wren, Esq. 
a descendant of the celebrated Sir Chris- 
topher Wr^i, and lately holding a high 
situation in the East Indies, but was 
wigioa% e^ftqted as p, t^on^rtery qf the 
Bsnedlcti^e Qr4er, of ivljich there are 

'fifmfi t^em^h founded ^ccordin^ to hjs- 
VOL. ni. D 
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torical tradition in the reign of King 
Stephen, by Hugo de Hatton, 

" A long exiled Kni^t 
By fam'd St. Leonard's prayers from distant servitade 
To these brown thickets, and his mournful mate, 
Invisibly restored ; yet doubts the fair 
His speech and alter'd form, and better proof 
Impatient urg*d : (so Ithaca's chaste Queen 
Her much wish*d Lord, by twice ten absent years. 
And wise Minerva^s guardian care disguis'd, 
Acknowledged not; and with suspended faith 
His bridal claims repressed). Straight be displays 
Tart of the nuptial ring between them shar'd, 
When for relief to Salem's captive streets 
From Paynimfoes, the bold crusade he joinM. 
The twin memorial of, their plighted love 
Within her faithful bosom she retained, 
Quick from its shrine the hallow'd pledge she drew, 
To match it with its mate, when, strange to tell I 
No sooner had the separated curves 
Approach'd each other, but with sudden spring 
They join'd again, and the small circle clos'd I 
So they, long scver'd, met in close embrace. 
Then mindful of his vow to Leonard made 
He rais'd the structure as the saint eiy oio'd, 
^A chaste asylum to the pious train.*' 

Disappointed of the society of our 
fair friend, we determined to defer our 
excursion to Wroxal, till some more 
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fkvoarable opportuniey, but desirous to 
avail ourselves of the beauty of a fine 
morning, we extended our drive to Oft 
church Bury, the seit of John Wight- 
-wick Knightley, Esq. situated at Oft 
church, a beautiful village, three miles 
beyond Lemmington on the left of the 
London road, of little local consequence 
at the present day, but interesting in 
its earlier history as having formerly con- 
tained 

" The rural Court of Offa, Mercian King! 
Where, sever'd from its trunk, low lies the head 
Qf braveJPemiiuidiis, ilain by coward hands • 
As on the turf supine in &Ieep he-lay, 
Nor wist it sleep from which to wake no more ) ** 

Offa, eleventh King of the Mercians, 
-and sixteenth Monarch of Britain, dur- 

• " Femmnditt, son of Offa, wai slain between Harbnry 
and Long Itchington : he was a person of great eminence for 
piety and devotion, whom nothing made a mark and object 
of envy> for hH enemies, bot that in an unhappy juncture he 
trimaphed over them. B»t this nndeserred &te aimed to his 
greatest glory ; for being buried at Offchurcb, his father's 
palace, he was canonized and had divine honours paid him by 
the people,'' Cahdsv. 

D 2 
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i»g t^Q ^axob H^tafcby, vm born 
JamO) Uind, und deaf, and iraa moat 
:gtifsv9UBly ofp^eased with theae heavjr 
aflBiictro»9) trU he arrived at yeara of 
^ urativity, ixxhepEkhe Hiiraculoualy obtained 
,idie ii9e of hid doroiant^ faculties. He 
aocceeded £thelfoald, tentiai King of 
M^ci&, in 7S?9 a»cL soon after his as- 
gumptioci ixf the g^ovemmeot of the 
.Ifiiflgdom of Mercia^ he took up amis 
against Aldrick, King of Kent, whom 
he defeated and slew, in a battle at Ot^ 
tefoid, by which means he gained pos- 
session of the whole kingdom of Kent. 
In 774 he caused the immense trench, 
or boundary, denominated " Offa's 
Jifke^*^ and enteading eighty ikoosand 
"^aoea, to he made from one extremfty 
^ fiffitaio to tibe;^tfaer, and whieh reach- 
ing fp&tn Bristol to Basingwerk, in Hint- 
shire^ formed the boundary of the aor 
icient Britofics iR^o haorbcmred amongst 
the mountains and fastnesses in Wales, 
and being a warlike Prinee, 4^nd of on- 
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litaiy pomp and ostentation, he also first 
ordained the soonding of trumpets befbre 
the British Monarchs, to proclaim their 
approach, and command the respect and 
homage of their liege subjects. He built 
amongst other |)alaces in various parts 
of the kingdom, one at Offchurch-bury, 
where he occasionally kept a sort of 
sylvan court, although his general re^ 
sidentre appears to have been at SuMon 
Wattts, in Iferefordslnre, at which pisice 
a cirbumstftnce occorred which sullied 
aK the glories of his magnifioezit reign; 
Ethelbert, Kii^ of the East An^es,' 
having become enamoured of Elfrede, 
the daughter of Offa, demanded her in 
marriage-: O^ whose Queen Quindrida 
had long secretly entertained an invin-i 
cible hatred of this Monarch, acceded 
to his proposal,: and, u^n^ pretence of 
completing the^marriage, invited him to 
a festival at hk ■ courts at Sutton Wallis» 
The royal lover, unsuspicious of danger, 
readily accepted the invitation, and has<^ 
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tening to present himself with all speed 
to his promised bride, was barbarously 
murdered by the secret stratagems of 
his enemy, instigated to it by his Queen. 
The guilty conscience of OSk being af- 
terwards much disturbed by the tecol* 
lection of his treachery to Ethelbert, he 
built the cathedral church of Hereford, 
by way of sorrowful atonement for his 
crime, vainly persuading himself, accord- 
ing to the Ignorance and superstition of 
the times, that Heaven mi^t be bribed 
to commute the foul crime of murder, 
by the subsequent building of churches, 
and other pious structures, a sort- of 
£incied expiation, but too often, as in 
this instance, a lasting monument of the 
founder's impiety ! 

Shortly after this tragical event, Offa 
admitted his son Egfryd as a partner in 
his sovereignty, and leaving the realm 
to his government, from motives of de* 
votion went a journey to Rome, where 
he subjected this his kingdom to a tri« 
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bute called Ptttr pence^ and procured 
the canonization of St. Alban, the first 
Christian votary who suffered martyrdom 
in Britain. Of this holy man, beheaded^ 
according to the venerable Bede, during 
the tenth and last general persecutioa 
at the beginning of the fourth century,, 
it is said, that having secretly embraced 
the Christian religion he was in con- 
sequence doomed to suffer death, and 
the Roman Governor, enraged at his 
steady perseverance in his new faith, 
ordered him to be beheaded without the 
usual delay for preparation. In. his way 
to the place of execution he was stopped 
by a river, over which was a bridge sO' 
thronged with spectators, that it was 
found necessary to cross the ford at some 
distance, upon which the saint, ap- 
proaching the brink of the river, and 
devoutly lifting up his eyes towards 
heaven, the stream miraculously divided, 
and afforded a ready passage for himself 
and a thousand others! This miracle 
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converted the executioner upon the 
spot, \^ho throwing away his drawn 
sword, and falling at the feet of the 
saint, earnestly desired that he might be 
permitted to die for him. The sudden 
conversion of the executioner causing 
a delay till another could be procured 
io perform his office^ St. Alban was 
permitted to ascend a neighbouring hill, 
where, praying for water to quench his 
burning thirst, a fountain of clear water 
sprang up instantaneously under his feet> 
and upon this identical spot he received 
the crown of martyrdom, June 23, 803* 
In commemoration of this event, Oflfa,* 
between four and five hundred years 
after his death, viz. in 793, erected a 
Stately monastery to his memory, in the 
city of Verulam, since called St. Alban*& 
Hi honour of our proto-martyr. Offa 
died June 29, 794, and was buried at 
Bedford, in a chapel since swallowed up 
by the river Ouse. Some years after his 
fleath, a monastery, of ^hich there are 
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still some remains, %vas erected upon 
the site of his palace at Offchurch, but 
upon the dissolution of religious housea 
in the reign of Henry VIII. it was by 
that Monarch granted to Sir Edmund 
Knightley^ Knt. and Dame Ursula, his 
wife, in theldescendants of whose family 
the possession of it still remains. 

We returned to Warwick after a cur^ 
fiory view of Offchurch4)ury, and were 
agreeably surprised to find at the Lod^ 
a packet from Captain Gmth, who was 
then in London incog, which, had ar* 
rived during our absence, and which 
contained the gratifying information of 
a resport which prevailed much about 
town, of Lord Maynooth's final reco- 
very. This happy intelligence has had 
more eflect upon Lord Montague, tlian 
•I ;could have beUeved possible. In spite 
of an his efibrts to overdi^me it, a most 

young adversary has hidierto htmg upon 
^s Moind^ but I iflatter ^oi^i^elf ifchis iCir- 
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cumstance will entirely remove it; 
though not the slightest shade of cen- 
sure could be attached to his conduct in 
any part of this unfortunate affair, he 
has nevertheless been unable to divest 
himself of sensations frequently uncom<- 
^srtable in the e}6treme9 and though to 
me he has invariably preserved silence, 
on the subject, yet in the deep abstrac- 
tion which has at times absorbed him, I 
iiave read the tormenting reflections of 
a mind dissatisfied with itself, and which 
the idea of having, however unwillingly, 
deliberately occasioned the death of a 
fellow creature impressed upon his mind 
with the most painful weight of feeling. 
Captain (jfarth proposes to take Warwick 
in his road into Yorkshire, and this visit 
80 soothing to our hopes I shall hail as 
the harbinger of future comfort ! I al- 
ready begin to anticipate it with impa- 
tience ; a thousand interesting inquiries 
not to be answered in epistolary corres- 
p<ttidence present themselves to my 
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imagination, and secluded as vfc have 
now been, for upwards of five months, 
from all our connexions,, the visit of our 
fidend appears like a promised blessing ; 
and in daily expectation of his arrival, 
we shall defer the execution of some of 
our usual wandering schemes, which we 
had previously arranged, till t)ie next 
week. 



CHAPTER XXVi. 



Mrs. ARDEN^S danger is hourly iii- 
cre&sing ; she is now becbtne so extreme- 
ly ai, that out fricjnds are unavoidably 
detained £rom us, and for the last week 
I have not once seen her daughter, 
though Capt. Arden occaaionally comes 
to us for an hurried hour in the evening, 
after having passed the day by the bed- 
side of his dying mother. Mrs. Arden's 
dissolution is fast approaching, and this 
awful certainty, however previously pre- 
pared for it, naturally occasions an ex- 
treme depression on his spirits. His 
sister, as may be expected, feels it still 
more deeply. Thpir. mother is still in 
possession of all her faculties, and, fully 
sensible of her impending fate, has ex- 
pressed an earnest desire that Miss 
Arden should go into Cornwall to her 
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aunt, immediately after the melftticholy 
fevent has taken place. This circum- 
stance entirely derangeis a plan which we 
had previously settled amongst ourselres. 
Aware of the little knowledge which 
Miss Arden has yet acquired of the 
'world, and looking forward to their ine- 
vitable separation, I had, with her bro- 
ther's approbation, conditionally invited 
h*T to pass the epsuing winter under my 
t^are, for the purpose of initiating her in 
^ome degree in the manners of polished 
society, and this arrangement had evi- 
dently given her much pleasure. Cir- 
cumstances, however, now render this 
plan impossible, and on Miss Arden's 
account I particularly lament it, for I 
cannot help thinking that the deep soli- 
tude to which she will now be confined 
with her Cornish cousins at Merazion 
will have but little effect in restoring her 
former spirits : I now almost repent that 
I ever named the subject, for I am in- 
clined to believe that the disappointment 
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will render her compliance with Mrs. 
Arden's wish painful to her. In London 
she might also have found opportunities 
of improvement, which she must now 
necessarily be deprived of. All our 
regrets, however, are of no avail, for it 
is her mother's express desire that she 
should go directly to Merazion, near 
which place her relations reside ; and 
she thinks too deeply of the suffering$ 
she has already occasioned her to em- 
bitter her last moments by ol^ecting to 
her injunetions. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



<* Thrice happy who, the blameless road alofif^ 
Of honest praise, hath reachM the vale of death 
AroQod his coach, like mintstraot chenibs, tbroD|f 
His better actioos — to the parting breath, 
SiagiDg their blessed requiems : he the while, 
Geotly reposing on some friendly breast, 
Breaths out his benisons j then with a smile. 
Calm as the slomb'ring infant, from the goal 
Free and anboonded flies the disembodied toai i" 

4 

A.LL is over ! Mrs. Arden is no more, 
and our friends have for some dstys 
been absorbed in the deepest sprvoyir. 
Marianne, in particular, does npthin^ 
but weep ; but Arden, accustomed to thfe 
want of her society, bears her loss witk 
more tranquillity. She continued per- 
fectly sensible and collected till her 
death, though none but her own family 
were of course admitted to her presence* 
As soon as I was informed that her disr 
solution had taken place, I went imme* 
6 
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diately to Lem'mington, and brought 
Miss Arden back to the Lodge : her 
farther presence there was of no avail, 
and I considered it best for her to be 
spared the afflicting sight of the prepara- 
tions for her mother's interment. 

Her remains are to be sent off to- 
morrow to the family vault in Cornwall," 
and Arden proposes to depart with his 
sister on their melancholy journey the 
following day* Miss Arden is resigned 
to the necessity of this arrangement, 
though 1 can readily discern in her 
sileiice her ex4;refne dislike to it. She 
weeps incessantly, and although I iiave 
Wged every consbktory argument in my 
power, a dread tof ^ hoitrors of a Cor- 
mdi winter stiil evidently mingles wsdi 
«er sorrow for her mother'B death. I 
iiave 'renewed my in^vitation to her >to « 
come to London as soon as i am settled, 
^nsd I ibave sooithed her mind by pro- 
•misitrg to abridge her bani^ment as 
mack M possible, by 4iend»ig ^ifiDr her 
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early after Christmas, should Montague's 
professional engagements permit us so 
soon to fix in town. I have agreed 
also to seFect an assortment of books and 
music for her, and in some measure to 
direct her application while in Corn- 
wall ; for I have discovered that in most 
of the essential bhmehes of ftmftle hnofw* 
ie^e my young friend is strikingly defi« 
ci^t. If fsiie has rdi^olufiofi to Employ 
hei^ soiitiide to advantage dtoifOg the few 
nttiitbs' she is cbodemiiied to tty she may 
under it in sotnetkesMtt beneficial j b^ 
tfBiialile as she really is, atid laudable as 
her intentions are, I nluch fear that slie 
has hitherto been indulged in such per- 
nicious habits of indolence, as will 
effectually prevent any steady perse<- 
verance in ber present studious in^ 
eUnation^ . 



> 



CHAPTER XXVIIL 



Captain AitB£N and his sister de- 
parted for Merazioa three days since^ 
and early the next evening Capt. Garth 
arrived. He is ail spirits and gaiety, 
and the lively rattle of this agreeable 
young man has effectually banished the 
sober sadness which the deep dejection 
of our friends had thrown over us at the 
Lodge. 

Captain Garth, with a most captiva- 
ting exterior and extreme vivacity of 
manners, possesses a heart moulded to 
the tenderest feeling of sensibility, and 
having confidentially apprized him of 
Montague's secret uneasinei^s on Lord 
Maynooth's account, he could not rest 
till he had removed every doubt of his 
danger, and even took the additional 
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trouble of writing to a particular friend 
to ascertain every trircumstance of his 
progressive recovery from the medical 
men who attended him, and he assured 
me that he had been informed from un- 
doubted authority, that Lord Maynooth 
was so &LT recov^ed as to be in little 
danger of any rdapse, and that bis con- 
finement proceeded solely from weakness 
from the eflfects of his wound. It was 
also determined, as soon as he was con- 
sidered strong enough to bear the voyage^ 
to send him to winter in the Madeiras, 
the colder climate of England being 
somewhat unfavourable to his recovery. 

While Captain Garth is our guest we 
propose to complete the little tour which 
the death of Mrs. Arden interrupted, 
and which, if his information respecting 
Lord Maynootb be correct, we shall 
have but little leisure for afterwards, as. 
our stay here will now be necessarily, 
regulated by our intelligence froiri tQwn« 
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The cbuiitty about WarwicV is rich 
smd highly caltivated, and the rides' 
p&and it Oil all sides areistfikingly beauti- 
&i. Our friend is much gratified with 
the mspedian of the castle, i^i^hich we 
hav« again enjoyed to-day. We propose 
to devote to-morrow to an excursion to 
Str»tford-t^an>-Avo«, a »ptyt singularly 
ittterM^iygiM tb0 ^Voured jit^ene of cmt 
inimitable Bavd's nativity; tome account 
of which I fhall tranacfibe ftom a popular 
work upon c»r ietura for your perusal. 

Stratfordmpon- Avon is a v^y ancient 
town» so ancient indeed that the exact 
period of its origin is extremely uncer- 
tain; but the fact of its existence as a 
town, 300 years before the Conquest in 
1066, is most induWtably established. 
It is a small neat town, with the great 
north road leading directly through it ; 
sonxe'of the buildings are of very remote 
construction, but the'prindpal part are 
of modem erection. 
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The bridge whid^ crosses the Avon is 
of very aiPQient archilecture, haviQg been 
built in the reign of King Henry YIL 
at the sole expense of Sir Hugh Ciopton, 
Lord Mayor of Londons wd a oative of 
this phcca — This bn^^, as appears upon 
hiatoricid jrecord^ was during Ijie civil 
wani in the ireign of Chairles I. in part 
breken donm and destroyed^ t^. com- 
mand of the ParUament^ in 0r4ef 1^ 
weure iStke pass over the A voot svnd there* 
lof impede the progress of the Koyal 
army, but it was afterwards rebuilt in 

. Stnifind^as the birtii^place of OQr im- 
mortal Bard, and the aeat of his latter 
days aho, was to ne a. seem of pecii- 
4i»r gratifioatioii, and I experienaed no 
mall share in traversing the ^eacact jqtot 
'^heM'"-* 

*^ His Ant Hif9.ot lays sweet Sbaks^eare sottgy 
Where the lastacctBts'treinliM^Mi M kBgiie^'^ 
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Trinity, ia which he is buried, is built 
upon the sloping banks of the Avon, and 
is a venerable structure of theSa;xon and 
Norman style, a sort of building much 
used in the earlier ye<u:s after the Con- 
quest, and is supposed to have been 
erected on the, ruins of an ancient mo- 
nastery. The approach to it is under a 
fine arched avenue of spreading lime 
trees, which presents a very striking ap- 
pearance, and entombed under the north 
wall of the Chancel, repose the sacred 
relics of the Poet* A monument against 
the wall over this spot supports a bust, 
said to convey a striking resemblance of 
him. It was originally coloured to re- 
ffemble life, according to the &shion of 
the times j the eyes haying been repre- 
sented as of a light hazle colour, and the 
hair and beard a fine auburn, both, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the ancients, 
indicative of superior genius } but it has 
since been modernized at the request of 
Mr. Malone^ to. suit, the chaster taste of 
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the present age. Under the bust are the 
following inscriptions : — 

** Jndicio Pyliom, genio Socratem, arte Maronem, 
Terra tq^it, popalos mceret, Olympas kabet." 

** Stay, passeogrer, why goest thon by so fast ? 
Read, if thon canst, whom en?iouB death hath plast 
Within this monnraent, Shakspeare, with whom 
Quick nature didei whose name doth decky'tombe 
Far more than cost ; sich all y* he hath writ 
Leaves li?ing art but page to serve his witt.** 
Obiit Ano^ Doi. 1616. iStatis 53, die 83 Ap 

Below the monument are inscribed 
the underwritten lines, supposed to have 
been composed by himself, and placed 
there at his particular request, from a 
horrdr, which it is well known he enter- 
tained, of having his bones disturbed : — 

*' Goodfr*end, for Jesus' sake forbeare 
To digg the dost encloased heare. 
Blest be y* man y* spares these stones. 
And cuDt be he y* moves my bones 1'* 

At a short distance firom Shakspeare's 
tomb is that of his wife, and near it is 
also a ^monument in memory of his 
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daughter Sttsanna, married to John Hall, 
Esq. If we may judge from the foUqwr- 
ing lines engraved on it, this lady in- 
herited an ample portion of h^ i^tber'a 
wit :— 

** Witty ahovt ber sex, but that's not air. 
Wise to saWation was good Mistrls Hall ; 
Something of Shakapeare was to that, but this 
Wholy of him with whom she^s now in blisse. 
Then passenger hast ne'ere a tear 
1V> weep with her that wept with all ? 
That wept— yet set herself to cheere 
Ubem up with conftrtijcoidiall. 
Hfr love shall live, hftr ^er<^ spr^i^d. 
When thoa hast ne'ere.a teiv' tp shed.** 

Near this monument 19 also another, ip 
memory of a young lady^ grand-daughter 
to John Combe, the subject of Shaks- 
speare's satirical Epitaph, who died upon 
the eve of marriage, a3 1 gathered from 
the inscription on *h«r tomb, wbiofa is as 
follows :— 

<( Here lyeth the body of Judith 
«€ombe,\daughfeer'ef WMam Gombe, €ff 
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Old Stratford, Esq. vfho was to have 
been married to Richard Combe^ of 
Hemstedy in the county of Herts, Esq. 
had not death prevented it, by de- 
priving her of life, to the extrraie grief 
and sorrow of both their firiends; but 
more especially of the said Richard 
Combe, who in testimony of his unfeign- 
ed love hath erected this monument for 
perpetuating her pious memory. She 
took her last leave of this life August l?^ 
1649, in the arms of him who most en- 
tirely loved, and was beloved by her, 
even to the very death*** 

Upon a flat stone underneath are the 
following lines, written also as we were 
informed by the disconsolate lover :— 






" InterfM beoMtb this marble lyes at rest, 
UnlHBiKly^luekC fr^m her bidoted's brest ; 
Desire'tf im tiUrOf imtoM's quiotetsence^ 
Jn ^hom perfections i]i4lieir exceHeoce 
Tiieir ttattoos kept : her life unspotted was j 
Her loiile unstained, unto faea?en did pas. 
Could b|rth or .beauty, love or to be lo?*d. 
Of ptOLVers difiiie this Sftd decrcft have movM ; 

vol.. til. . E 
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Mi^t many thousand sighs, large streams of tears, 
Brought forth with praters, have added to her yeares ; 
£pithalainioms might have joy*d our cares.*' 

• The morning nearly concluded before 
we ended our inspection of this yenera« 
ble pile, where there is much worthy 
the attention of the curious antiquary. 
From the church we next proceeded to 
view the spot celebrated as the residence 
of Shakspeare in hia earliest years^ and 
where the Bard was born upon St. 
George's Day, April 23, 1564. The 
history of Shakspeare is too generally 
known to require repetition ; but to 
those whQ are desirous of farther infor- 
mation, Wheler's History of Stratford- 
upon-Avon, from which T have extracted 
this account, will be a pleasing and very 
authentic reference. 

New Place^ the abode of Shakspeare 
in his declining years, was originally 
built by Sir Hugh Clopton, the munifi- 
cent donor of the bridge, and other 
valuable benefactions in the reign of 
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Henry VII.* It was then denominated 
the Great House^ but afterwards called 
Nerv Place by Shakspeare, who having 
become possessed of it, repaired it for 
his own residence. From him it descends 
ed to his daughter, and passing through 
a variety of hands in 1753 it became the 
property of the Rev. Francis Gastrelh 
Vicar of Frodsham in Cheshire, and 
Canon Residentiary of Litchfield^ VfhOf 
according to Wheler's account, ** feh 
no sort of pride or pleasure in this diarm- 
ing retirement J no consciousness of his 
being possessed of the sacred ground 
which the Muses had consecrated to 
their favourite Poet. The celebrated 
mtilberry-tree, planted by Shakspeare^s^ 
own hand, first became the object of his 
dislike, because it subjected him to 
answer the frequent importunities of 
travellers, whose zeal might prompt 

* During the civil wan Henrietta Maria, Queen of 
Ckarles I. a^ode here same weeks, and from this place 
tearclMd wkh a nvmeroiis f^ce to join her royal consort at 
the battle of Ed^e-hilL 

E 2 
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them to visit it. In an evil hour the 
sacrilegions Priest ordered the tree, then 
remarkably large and at its full growth, 
to be cut down, which was no sooner 
done than it was cleft in pieces for fire- 
wood! This took place in 17^6, to the 
great regret and vexatioq not only of 
the inhabitants, but of every admirer of 
the Bard ; the greatest part of it was 
afterwards purchased by an ingeniousL 
mechanic, who, foreseeing the value the 
world would set upon it, turned it to 
much advantage by converting every 
fragment into goblets, boxes, toothpick- 
cases, &c. 

^^ New Place itself -did not long escape 
the destructive hand of Mr. Gastrell, 
who beii]^ compelled to pay the monthly 
assessments for the poor, which he 
thought to escajpe from because he re* 
sided part of the year at Litchfield, 
although his servants continued in the 
house at Stratford, in the heat of his 
anger declared that ^^ tfuit boose should 
sever be assessed s^ain.^' And to give 
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his imprecation due efiect, the entire 
demolition of New Place soon followed^ 
for in 1759 he razed the building to the 
ground, disposed of the materials, and 
left Stratford amidst the execrations of 
its inhabitants/' 

It appears scarcely credible that a 
man of education, as I take it for grant- 
ed this Mr. Gastrell must have beea 
from his clerical appointments, and of 
taste I should have hoped from his re* 
sidence on this gifted spot, should have 
been so far under the influence of his un- 
governable passions } but the fact is cer* 
tain, and totally unable to account for 
his want of that feeling of veneration for 
their unequalled townsman which ap- 
pears to be the general characteristic of 
its inhabitants,* I shall here close my ac- 
count of Stratford, and lead you back ta 
Warwick through Charlecote^ a village 
three miles distant from Stratford, and 
in which is situated the estate of the 
Lucy family, the scene of Shakspeare'ft 
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juvenile plunders, upon which account 
we purposely deviated from the usual 
post-road, for the gratification of view- 
ing it. 

Charkcote House^ the seat of Johft 
Lucy, Esq. is an ancient pile of brick 
building, rebuilt, by the style of it, in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and sur- 
rounded by an extensive park, richly 
stocked with deer, and celebrated for' 
the predatory excursions of the .Bard 
and his wild associates ; to the subse- 
quent detection of which, and his prose-f 
cution by Sir Thomas Lucy, the world 
is probably indebted for the exertion 
of his creative genius. A cross road 
through the estate, upon the confines of 
this park, leads also through the village 
of Charlecote into the high road from 
Warwick to Banbury, and at this junc- 
tion of the roads, emerging from a fine 
avenue of lofty elms, and near a brook 
ivhich intersects the turnpike road, stands 
d few straggling cottages, the r6mains of 



WARWICK CASTLE. 79 

« 

the village of Thelsford. This place, in- 
»gnificant as it now appears, was origin- 
ally of some celebrity for its monastery, 
founded about the year 1214, in the 
reign of King John, by Sir William Lucy, 
an ancestor of the present family, in ho- 
yiour of God, St. John the Baptist, and 
St. Radegund ; the persons here pro- 
fessed being of the Order of the Holy 
Trinity for redemption of captives. St. 
Radegund, it appears upon historical re^ 
cord, was a saint of royal descent, be- 
ing daughter to Birtarius, King of Thu- 
ring, and wife to Clotharius, fifth King 
of France, of the Merovignian line. 
This Princess was much devoted to 
prayer and deeds of charity, frequently 
mortifying her delicate limbs with hair- 
cloth, which she constantly wore by way 
of penance under her rpyal apparel ; and 
being one day walking alone in the gar- 
dens of her palace, musing thoughtfully, 
she accidently overheard the voices of 
some unfortunate captives imploring 
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pity from their inhuman keepers : upon 
which the virtuous Radegund falling 
upon her knees^ betook herself to fervent 
prayer, and the chains of the captives 
suddenly falling off, they were immedi*. 
ately restored to liberty through her 
means ! In grateful rernembrance of this 
miraculous event, the pious Princess 
thenceforth resolved to devote herself to 
a religious life, and shortly afterwards 
leaving her consort and his Court, she 
adopted the habit of a Nun, and found- 
ed a monastery at Poictiers in Normandy, 
of which she afterwards became Abbess^ 
and dying in the year of Christ 564, was 
interred before the high altar in the 
chapel of her own foundation. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



Captain garth, at our anxious 
desire^ consented to prolong his stay ; and, 
during the fortnight he has passed with 
us, we visited almost every place in the- 
vicinity of Warwick, of which we could 
obtain information sufficiently interesting 
to excite our curiosity^ or near enough* 
to render our morning drive convenient. 
We had long proposed to devote a day 
to Kenil worth Castle, the magnificent 
ruin, for which this neighbourhood is 
famous, but which the death of Mrs. 
Arden had hitherto delayed. We had' 
talked of this excursion with such antici^ 
pation of delight, that contrary to her 
usual custom even Miss Arden had 
looked forward to it witli some degree of 
interest; but as I guess not very d^ep ins 
the annals of English History, and withx 

£ S 
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a mind bv no means calculated for con- 
ceptions of the sublime and beautiful, 
Marianne w^ould have experienced little 
gratification from the result. Notwith- 
standing her extreme good-humour, and 
professed desire for information, I con- 
fess that I have sometimes felt provoked 
at her stupidity. She is by no means au 
fait in historical chronology, and has ' 
either so little strength of memory, or 
at least so little inclination to exert it, 
that after having severely tasked my pa- 
tience to make her comprehend some-. 
what of the local interest of the scenes 
which we visited together, I have heard 
her start some silly question, far wide of 
the subject, and turn from the contem- 
plation of its most impressive objects to 
saunter in weary vacuity along tfte aisles 
"of St. Mary's Church, or wander through 
the magnificent apartments of the castle 
without feeling any other sentiment thaa 
a mere childish wonder at the probable 
uses of its ancient furniture. Uninform- 
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ed and unintelligent as she certainly is, 
her disposition is nevertheless very amia- 
ble, and, warmiin her feelings towards 
her friends, her gratitude for my atten- 
tion is genuine and unbounded : but with 
all my regard for her I cannot form her 
into a companion ; it is impossible to fiic 
her attention long enough to give her more 
than very superficial ideas on any subject, 
or teach her to feel the slightest interest 
in things that happened a thousand years 
ago/ I was therefore by no means 
sorry that our visit to Kenilworth had 
been delayed, and we departed upon our 
drive with a brilliant sun shining auspi^ 
ciously over lis, and a firm determination 
not to return to our rural board, till we 
bad explored every " nook and niche" 
of this venerable ruin. 

On the right of the road leading from 
' Warwick through Kenilworth to Coven- 
try, about a mile from the town, is Gw^s 
Cliff J the abode of the valiant Earl Guy, 
m his penitent ials, during thfe last year* 
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of his life. It was originally an hermit- 
age, or chantry, founded by St Diibri- 
tius, who was buried there ; but a chapel 
or oratory was afterwards built there by 
Richard Beauchamp's executors, under 
the same bequest, and in the same year 
as the Beauchamp ChapeL A cave is 
still shown in the gardens, said to have 
been scooped in the rock by the daily 
labour of Earl Guy, possibly by way of 
penance for some imaginary crime. 
Guy^ Offf was formerly part of Wedg- 
nock Park, and belonged to the ample 
demesne of the Earls of Warwick, but is 

^ now the prc^erty and residence of Bertie 
Greathead^ Esq. nephew to the late 
Duke of Ancaster, by whose politeness 
strangers are sometimes permitted to in- 
spect a valuable collection of paintings, 

; much enriched by the design and eicecu- 

. tion of Bertie Greathead, Esq. jun. the 
only son of this gentleman, who unfor- 
tunately fell a victim to an enthusiastic 

, love of the Arts, and died at Florence 
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in 1 805, at the early age of twenty- 

one. 

Half a mile from Guy's Cliff, on the 
left of the road, a short distance beyond 
the turnpike, is a steep hill crowned with 
a grove of dark firs, on the summit of 
which Gaveston, Earl of Cornwall, the 
unhappy fiivourite of Edward II. was be- 
headed June 19, 1S12. 

The beautiful and extensive village of 
Kenilworth is situated four miles from 
Warwick, on the road to Coventry, to 
which place there is also another road 
through Stonleigh* The manor of Kenil- 
worth before the conquest formed part 
of Stonleigh, a demesne belonging to the 
Crown ; and in the early part of the reign 
of Henry I. a Priory, or religious house, 
being what is denominated an Alien 
Priory, usually^stablished for the resi- 
dence of Mon^i belonging to a foreign 
monastery, w^'^here founded^ of the 
Ohier of Black Canons, and the manor 
itself granted to Geoffiy de Clinton, 
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one of the warlike Norman Barons 
who had assisted his father in the reduc- 
tion of the Saxon monarchy, and who 
taking great delight in the possession of 
this charming spot, began the foundation 
' of the castle, which he completed and 
embellished with great cost and care. 
From him it descended to bis son 
Geoffry, but the possession soon after- 
Avards reverted to the Crown, though it 
was in process of time restored to the 
lineal heir of that family. The towers 
were partly built in 1242, though that 
denominated Caesar's is said to be of Ro- 
man origin, and of a much earlier date, 
and in 1 254 it was granted by Henry III. 
to Simon de M6ntfort, Earl of Leicester, 
and Eleanor l|is wife, the sister of that 
monarch. The Earl of Leicester, a man 
of turbulent disposition, and frequently 
in arms against his sovereign, being 
killed with his son Henry at the battle of 
Evesham, fought between the rebels 
under his command, arid the King's 
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forces in August 1265 ; the possession 
of the castle was kept by Simon de 
Montfort, the Earl's youngest son, who, 
securely fortifying himself within it, re- 
ceived therein numbers of the friends 
and kindred of those slain in the battle 
in which his father and brother fell, and 
indulged the soldiery in such riotous ex- 
cesses, that they burnt, destroyed, and 
squandered every thing within their 
reach, domineering over the neighbour- 
ing peasantry, and ruling the vassals 
with a rod of iron ! King Henry bending 
under the weight of years and infirmities, 
but wrathfully moved at the news of 
these disorders, called his army together, 
and putting himself in readiness began 
his march towards Kehil worth, to sub- 
due the youthful rebel. Entering the 
town unexpectedly with, his troops in 
battle array, and the royal banners dis- 
played at their head, he suddenly begirt 
the casUe, and began a regular siege of 
it in 1267. Desirous however to avoid 



8g WARWICK CASTLE. 

unnecessary bloodshed, the King re- 
peatedly, but vainly, summoned the gar^ 
risen to surrender, and young Simon 
having secretly made his escape out of 
it, preparations v/ere at last made £br 
storming it effectually.* In the mean 
time ' a pestilent disorder broke out 
amongst the soldiery confined within its 
walls, and numbers of them dying daily 
from its violence, and their supplies dso 
&iling, the garrison capitulated, and the 
castle at length surrendered, on condt* 
tion that all who were left alive within it 
should be allowed four days to depart, 
carrying away their horses, arms, and 
all other accoutrements. These terms 
being agreed on, Simon de Montfort, 
who had secretly returned the night be- 
fore the capitulation, got away privately 
out of the castle, with the Countess his 
mother, and fled beyond the seas, and 
the King raising the siege upon the 
festival of St. Thomas, commencecl his 
journey the xxext day to Olney, near 

4 
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Oxford, where he joyfully celebrated 
Christinas in great thankfulness for the 
final ending of his tronbles from the tur* 
bulent Montforts, who had so long dis* 
turbed his reign. Shortly after the bat- 
tle- of Evesham, in which Leicester was 
slain. King Henry created his youngest 
son Edmund Earl of Leicester} and to 
this youth he gave the possession of 
iKenilworth Castle, and two yearft after- 
yisffds advanced him to the fiuth^r dig* 
nity of Earl pf Lancaster. 

Long after this period, in the storms 
which clouded the latter years oi the 
reign of Edward IL that unfortunate 
Monarch was corded a close prisoner ia 
KenUworth Castle, and while there was 
compelled to I'ieftounce his regal dignity 
in &vour of his son, afterwwds Edward 
III. who. was immediately prodaimed 
King in his stead. From this place the 
unhappy Monarch was conveyed to 
Berkeley Castle, in Gloucester8hire» and 
afterwards to Corfe Castle in Dorset- 
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shire, but being aflerwaids hurried back 
to Berkeley, he was there barbaroualy 
murdered Sept. 21, 1327. 

In process of time Kenilworth Castle 
passed into the hands of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster, who in the reign of 
Richard II. began the structure of most 
of the buildings now remaining, except 
otie of the towers which was built before, 
with the centre walls and turrets ; and 
this part of the castle still retains the 
name of Lancatttr^^ Buildings. 

At the memorable rencoDtre ci Henry 
Duke of Hereford, afterwards Henry IV. 
son of the Duke of Lancaster, with the 
Duke of Norfolk, which was settled by 
King Richard to take place at Gosford 
Green n ear Coventry, it is believed that 
Richard and his nobles were lodged in - 
the castle of Kenilworth ; for it appears 
that Hereford himself passed the night 
preceding the appointed iluel, at Ba- 
ginton Castle, another mansion of less 
note on the demesne of his father, the 
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JDuke of Lancaster, dependant on the 
manor of Stonleigh. By Queen Eliza- 
beth it was granted to Robert Dudley, 
Earl of Leicester, who spared no cost in 
beautifying and embellishing it. He 
added the spacious gate-house, or por- 
ter's lodge, on the north side, now in- 
habited by the family of one of the 
tenants of the estate, and raised the 
stately pile on the south-east, called 
Leicester's Buildings. In July 1575, 
Queen Elizabeth and her court were 
entertained here for seventeen days by 
the Earl of Leicester, dumng which time 
thirty-one Barons, besides the ladies of 
the Queen's household, attended by four 
hundred servants in new liveries, were 
all lodged in the castle, and all his gen- 
tlemen who waited at table were 
-clothed in velvet, and the quantity of 
beer alone which was drunk in the 
castle amounted to 320 hogsheads, in-^ 
dependent of an adequate quantity of 
wine wd liquors; the dafly consump- 
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tipn being sixteen hogsheads of wine, 
forty, hogsheads of beer^ and ten pxen 
slaughtered each niorning. The Earl of 
Leicester bequeathed the possession of 
it upon his death to his elder brother, 
Ambrose Earl of Warwick, with the 
reversion to Sir Robert Dudley, his dis- 
avowed son by Lady Douglas Sheffield. 
After the deatb of the Earl of Warwick, 
Sir Robert for a time made it his resi- 
dence; but failing in his attempts to 
establish his legitimacy, he grew dis- 
gusted with it, and, in 1611 passed 
away his interest in it to Henry Prince 
of Wales, eldest son of James I. and . 
quitted England for ever. 

The Prince of Wales dying shortly 
afterwards at the early age of nineteen, 
not without strong suspicion of his 
having been poisoned by the secret in- 
stigation of Carr Viscount Rochester, 
Prince Charles, afterwards Charles L 
succeeded as his heir to the possession 
of Kenilworth* Castle. la the first year 
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aft<lr this Princie. ascended the throne^ 
he placed it under the care of Henry 
Cary, Earl of Monmouth, but upon the 
subsequent execution of King Charles, 
the castle was demolished under Oliver 
Cromwell, who gave the manor amongst 
some of the officers of his army, 4 by 
whom the lake was drained, the King's 
woods cut down, the park and royal 
chase completely destroyed^ and the 
lands divided according to their will and 
pleasure. 

It continued in the possession of these 
rapacious marauders till the restoration 
of Charles II. who renewed the lease td 
the daughters and co-heiresses of the 
Earl of Monmouth ; but this grant ex* 
piring' a few years before the King's 
death, he presented the reversion of it 
to Laurence Lord Hyde, thereupon 
created Baron Hyde, of 'Keailwofth 
Castle, and Earl of Rochester. This 
noblemaQ was sucpeede4 by. his eldest 
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^on Henry, who dying without issue, 
Jane his eldest surviving sister, mar<- 
ried to William Capel, Earl of Essex, 
became entitled to it, and this lady 
dying January S, 1724, it descended 
to Lady Charlotte Capel, her eldest 
daughter, as heiress under the will of 
her grandfather, whose name and arms 
she assumed, and married, March 30, 
27^2, Th<»ias Villiers, late Earl of 
Clarendon, son of the Earl of Jersey. 
She was succeeded by her eldest son 
Th<ma99 the present Earl of Clarendon, 
born December 25, 1753, in whose 
fiossession this magnificent ruin still 
remains* 

We had fortunately chosen a delightful . 
day for our ramble, and having pre* 
vibusly informed ourselves of the leading 
features of its historical consequenoe, 
we wandered through the mouldering 
arches,, with a plan of the buildings for 
our guide, fi'equently pausing to gaze 
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with admiration on this neglected scene 
of regal festivity, where 

** Ijeice9ter*» gallant Earl the maiden Qaeen 
And all her courtly train, (with rare dertce 
Of masks and emhlematic scenery, 
Tritons and sea-nymphs, and the floating ble 
Amused,) detained. Bat royal state 
And sprightly mirth beneath the festive roof 
Are now no more. All, aU» alas I are gaae 
And silence keeps her melancholy court 
Throoghout the walls 1 save, where in rooms of state, 
Repose of kings I chatter the wrangling daws. 
Or screech-owls hoot along the vaulted aisles* 
Ko more the trumpet calls the martial band 
With sprightly summons to the guarded lists; 
Nor lofty galleries theif pride dkclofe 
•Of beauteous dames, in courtly pomp attir'd. 
Watching with trembling hearts the doubtful strife, 
And by their looks inspiring wondrous deeds 1 
No more the lake displays its pageant shows. 
And emblematic forms. Alike the lake 
And fairy forms are flown ! 
And in their place, mate floekaand heifhrs grase, . 
Or buxom daoisebi ted the new-mown hay I 

Nought now remains; 
Save the sad reUques of departed pomp, 
The spoils of time I A mosumental pUe t 
Which to the vain its mournful tale relates. 
And warns them not to trust to transient dreams !" 

• * « 

We returned by a deferent xxwte. 
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through Stonleighy formerly the high 
road from Warwick to Coventry, but 
now merely used as a rural one to the 
intervening villages and noble structure 
of Stanleigh Abbey j an elegant pile of 
modern building, situated about eight 
miles distant from Warwick. This place 
was originally a monastery of the Cis- 
tercian Order, and was granted by 
Henry VIIL to Charles Brandon, Duke 
of Suflfolk, according to report the 
handsomest man of the age in which he 
lived, and so eminently , accomplished, 
that being sent over to France on an 
embassy from Henry to his sister Mary, 
the young Queen Dowager of France, 
who had been married to Lewis XIL, 
tlien ready to sink into his grave from 
age and infirmities, in Nov. 1514, and 
who became a widow in Jan. following, 
the Princesil had cast such a fitvourable 
eye upon the , Duke of Suffolk, that 
slighting the advice of her brother to 
ftvoid a hasty marriage with a second 
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husband, she openly avowed her par- 
tiality for the Duke, who, amongst others 
of the young nobility, had attended her 
over to France upon her marriage with 
tlie French King, and after a courtship 
of four days they were privately mar- 
ried in the Chapel Royal at Paris^ in the 
^ring of the year 1515, about a year 
after she became a widow. Henry, sen- 
sible of the Duke's exti-aordinary merit, 
had before designed this match, though 
for many reasons he wished it xlelayed 
till a proper time had elapsed; he was 
therefore easily reconciled, and receiving 
the Duke into his particular favour, he 
presented him with the manor of Ston- 
leigby ^nd its appurtenances. 

The three sons which were the issue 
of this marriage dying childless of a 
violent fever, which carried them all off 
within a few days of each other in 1550, 
the estates were divided amongst the 
heirs general of the Duke of Suffolk, and 
in this pai^tition of his property, Ston* 
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leigh came to his cousin and co-heir, 
WilHam Cavendish, Esq. who in 1575 
sold, it to Sir Rowland Hill, whose 
daughter and heiress marrying Sir 
Thoitias Leigh, it passed by these means 
into the family of the present possessor, 
James Chandos Leigh, Esq.- 

Two miles distant from Stohleigh is 
Bagintotij a fine estate, late the property 
and residence of the Bromley family. 
This place was formerly dependant on 
the Abbey of Stonleigh, and belonged 
to the demesne of Kenilworth, but was 
given by Henry VIII. to Sir Thomas 
Goodere, who bequeathed it to his son. 
This gentleman, having no male issue, 
married his daughter and heiress to his 
nephew, the son of Sir William Goodere, 
by whom it was sold to Sir Heniy Rayns« 
ford, 'and afterwards to William Daven- 
port Bromley, Esq. a gentleman of an 
ancient and honourable family, des* 
cended from the gallant Sir John Brom- 
ley, who in the battle of Corbey 
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recoTered from the French the famous 
standard <^ Guienne, which they had 
{previously recaptured from the Englnh. 
Of the castle forxaerly standing, there 
is not the smallest vestige remaining 
elccept the moat; but it was here that* 
Henry Puke of Hereford was lodged 
(it being, as well as Kenilworth^ the pro- 
perty of his father, the Duke of Lan- 
caster), when it was agreed upon by 
Xing Richard IL that his difference with 
the Duke of Norfolk, which gave rise to 
the tragical feuds between the rival 
Houses of York and Lancaster, should 
be decided by single combat on Gosford 
Green, near Coventry, in IS88, and from 
Baginton Castle Hereford proceeded to 
the appointed rendezvous, mounted upon 
a white courser, barded with blue and 
green velvet, his accoutrements gor- 
geously embroidered with swans and 
antelopes, in real gold work, the ar- 
morial bearings of his royal line, and 
armed at all points en ehevalier. 

F 2 
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In 1 706 a dreadful fire destroyed the 
inanor house with the valuable library, 
and most of the title deeds, and other 
writings of the family estate; but an 
elegant modem structure has been 
erected, and was till lately the residence 
of William Davenport Bromley, Esg. 
sincr deceased. 




CTIAPTER XXX. 



Captain garth has left us nearly 
a fortnight. Before his departure we 
had ascertained the truth of the infor- 
mation which he brought on his arrival, 
of Lord Maynooth's being pronounced 
out of danger. It appears that he is 
sufficiently recovered to emerge from his . 
confinement, and is on the eve of sailing 
for the Madeiras, to remain there for* 
the winter; there is now therefore no 
ilirther necessity fbr our banishment from 
society. Montague is become anxious 
to resume his military duties; but as a 
meeting with Lord Maynooth would 
for many reasons be unpleasant, I am 
desirous to delay going to London till 
I hear of his departure, although Mon- 
tague's presence there is at this crisis 
particularly necessary, not only profes- 



♦ 
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sionally, but on account of his private 
affairs. His regiment still remains in 
Ireland, an(Lafter an absence of so many 
months he feels somewhat dissatisfied till 
he can resume the personal command. 

These considerations fi^nder him im- 
patient of delay, and we have in conse- 
quence prepared for our immediate 
removal to town, which, as the autumn 
is now closing in with the prospect of 
a severe winter/ is on all accounts de« 
sirable. We still however in the interim 
continue our daily drives to Lemming- 
ton, a place to which I shall ever feel 
incalculable obligation, since it has ma- 
terially benefited the deranged health of 
Montague. Warwick also, where I have 
passed so many tranquil hours, can it 
ever be effaced from my affectionate re- 
collection ? 

Our letters are arrived. Lord May- 
nooth has sailed, and our immediate 
removal is in consequence decided on. 
Every thing is arranged for our depar- 
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ture, and to-morrow we leave Warwick, 
possibly for ever ! I strolled this even- 
ing for the last time through these 
interesting shades to the conservatory, 
to superintend the package of some 
plants which I intend to remove to the 
plantatiops at Richmond, as a pleasing 
memorial of the scenes we are now leav- 
ing; and while I yet lingered in the 
gardens, and the sun's parting rays 
faintly played upon its ivied turrets, I 
bade adieu to this venerable structure in 
the following lines :— - 

Written'upon ih9 Mount at WanwUk QmUt. 

Farewellt ye towreil irbich mock tke amr^ gkj. 

Rearing your boary battlemeiits on high. 

Ye painted ball* I with gothic windows dighf, 

*' Casting arottnd a dim religious light," 

Where many a baron bold, and bigh-born dame, 

Swell the bright glories of thy storied fane! 

Where the plum^ helmet, and the crested car, 

Aod all the ** pomp and circumstance of war," 

Lent to thy daring chieftains in the field 

Power that made Monarchs, or made Monarchs yield. 

And proud memorials ! distant ages tell 

Uow Warwicks bravely foagfat, and bravely fell ! 

Here rests the conqn'ring sword, and pondVous lanre, 

Of matchless Gujf !. famed hero of romance I 
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▲ wmndViiig pilgrim ff leBdlcis and imkaown, 
A scrip bis earthly all-^ cell his home. 
He daily sought amidst the vagrant band. 
Some trivial boon from feir Felicia's hand, 
'When worn with grief, from splendours once so dear. 
Be fled to scenes of penitence'and tears, 
Hkr$ royal Smma kept her prison'd state, 
AttdmoomM in fallen m^esty her fate. 
Doom'd by a tyrant ion*s relentlem ire, 
The guiHleM svff*)rer dared th' avenging ire I 
na dinadftil wdeal pam'd— the captive free, 
She giveii O Winton ! fntare fame to thee. 
Are yoathfid Cornmtttt met his haplcm fiite, 
ne wretched vktim of a comitry's hate. 
WUk bamble fraycrs the weeping monarch sark 
This mlaian's life i the stubborn peers refuse : 
AlikeMi prayerr, a!ike his tears they scorn, 
Kof prayers aar tears protract the bloody morn. 
Torn liMm Ms beaateous bride in youth's soK bloom, 
Brag^ aardeatlaf to an early tomb, 
Whem yon lalL flr-lfees.wave In awnrnful pride. 
The murdered Gavcstoa unpilied died ! 
Beneath these bowers la grateful ease reclined. 
With lore and learning stored his ample mind, 
Acre princely JViBoiOi sheathed his sword in peace. 
And badefbll discord*s deep-loocd murmurs cease. 
Ere tboughtlem Edward caught In beauty's chain 
Forsworehb vow»— Ills promised bride disdained I 
Uis bmken iVitth Ih' indignant chief disclaims, 
And dire reseatment lights its glowing flames. 
Not fiercer storms autumnal tempests move. 
When royal Bona weeps lier slighted love. 
And home be flies, with bitter taunts to greet 
The recreant sovereign at her rival's feet« 
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ttsoltcd honour stings bU manly brenst^ 
And dreams of fen^ennce rob his tool of rest; 
▲midflt these shader th* imperioos pldt he formSf 
And roused to arms in fierce rcbdlioa storms- ! 
Yet crowns with wary hand the long chedi*d flame, 

« 

And binds with Tork the mighty Warwick's name. 
Ere sad' Aurora wakes th' erentfal tnorn. 
The gUtt'ring steel his poligh*d thohi adorn. 
High o'er his brows laacaatriaa ruiet hloovii 
And bold defiance shakes hit haughty phme. 
Again the B$4W in banaerM triomph ridct, . 
Fl-om rank to rank the well known stand^trd glides; 
Aloft inairth' emblaion*d ensigns play, 
Ftfesi drums, and comets, hail the rl^ng day I 
In Tengeance terrible the cl|^ appears, 
Defeat nor death uacon^uerM Warwick fean 1 
Odward the hero moves in dread array, 
And dreams of conqaett gild bit ardent way. 
Wide o'er the heath the embatOed'aiinics ttj^ad, > 
Ahd vict*ry doubtful' hangs, on either hand,. 
Loud midst the tkrilliag blast the neighing steeds 
lil trabpling terror tell their salient deeds f . 
York's paler rose assertt the glorioas priae. 
And shouU of triumph rend the low*ri«ig skies 1 
Atfwu and «f<trt- the dreadful contest wage. 
Fierce midst the thickest of the batUeV rage, . 
The undaunted chieftain scours tb* ensaoguinM plain, . 
O'erslangbter'd heaps— the dying and the slain, 
Dares the ciown^d ingcate to the ** tented field," 
Nor .scarce in death ^o conquering £dward yields ! 
Now, e?en now his gallant soul inspires 
Thy youthful heroes with its martial fires I . 
fWreweli, ye scenes ! 'where oft at da;y s first dawn 
I brush'd the dew-drop from the spangled Uwn, 
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Royed midst thy wisdingsliadesaBd thickets deep. 
Or climb*d with loitcrios step th* eisbower*d stecjm 
Or wrapt in wonder presaM the Ycrdaot sud. 
And loolc'd *' from nature up to nature's God 1 " 
Thou stately pile 1 around thy ^ide domain 
• May smiling peace and joys domestic reign I 
May WarwiclL's race be Heaven*« peculiar care. 
May all its sons be bfa^e, its teighters lair I 
Long o>r these scenes in high (insert preside^ 
The patriot's glorious boast^^^i natian's pride ! 



CHAPTER XXXI. 



• 

We quitted Warwick after a sojourn 
of five months in its vicinity^ and again 
gladly bent our course towards the me- 
tropolis, where the (Presence of Lord 
Montague was now become of mudi 
importance to his interest ; for the term 
of years for which the lease of his town- 
^ house had been granted was about e^t- 
piring, and the termination of the other 
incumbrances upon his estates was also^ 
drawing near. We took up our abojiie 
at an hotel in Bond-street, for the short 
time which we proposed to remain in. 
town, and the first fortnight after oi*r 
arrival he gave solely to private business- 
with his solicitor. 

The recovery of Lord Ma)^nooth, who^ 
fey this time had reached the Madeiras 
in perfect safety, precluded the necessity 
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of farther privacy on his account; and 
though from motives of choice we as 
yet appeared but little in publick, we 
in some degree resumed our place in 
fociety,. and received the visits of such 
of our mutual friends as happened to 
be in town at this early part of the 
winter. 

It was desirable for obvious reasons, 
tbat t^ usual ceremony of presentation 
fopon ffiir marriage, which the untoward 
cireomstance of the duel had hitlierto 
delayed, sjbodd now also take place, but 
as it would inevitably occasion an inter- 
fuption of otir present domestic habits, 
by the iiurease of our visiting circle 
beftf e we considered ourselves prepared 
for it, we agreed, as the wiser plan, to 
^er h tm on the eve of leaving town 
^r Ireland, whither Lord Montague had 
.Jked to go in January. 

Mrfi. Aylmer had previously engaged 
ips to pass the GWistmas holidays at 
Ricbmond; her health was much im- 
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paired by the severity of her rheumatic 
aflfection, which occasionally confined 
her for weeks together to her apartment^ 
and Montague, although he considered 
it as an innovation on his public du^, 
willingly conceded this short period to 
her wishes. His regiment was still sta^ 
tioned in Ireland, but in daily expect»> 
tion of being ordered back to England ; 
and he now only waited to ascertain the 
fitct of its continuance there, before he 
determined to resume the personal com*- 
mand, by going immediately to Limerick, 
where after an absence of nine months 
from his post, in which time some ma- 
terial changes had occurred, he con- 
sidered his presence as ia Mnae measure 
iudispeasable. Mss*. Aylmer, as I soon 
perceived with much concern^ was in a 
vei^ precarious state; her constitution 
had sufiered. much from the frequent 
recnnreace of indisposition^ and> a sert 
of firetfulness, partly occasioned hfthe 
indiscretion of her family coim^ons, 

6 
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and partly by her own personal suf- 
ferings, kept her mind in a continual 
state of irritation. 

The death of General Aylmer had 
been shortly followed by that of his 
brother Sir James, who, from bis long 
practised habits of high play, had lefib 
liis family, as might naturally be ex- 
pected, but idenderly provided for. His 
only son, a youth of seventeen then 
educating at Westminster, hadsucceedefl 
to the title and deeply-embarrassed es* 
tatej and the jointure of Lady Aylmeft, 
the Bole provision for her Ladyship and- 
ber two daughters, being with difficulty 
paid out of it, their necessities had ren- 
dered them in some sort dependent upon 
Mrs. Aylmer^ who upon the decease of 
Sir James had liberally taken upon 
herself the discharge of their private 
debts, in order to leave it unincumbered 
for their support, and to whom the 
young Baronet was also indebted for the 
purchase of a commission in the Giiards^ 
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where, although his finances were some- 
what limited, he yet contrived to figure 
as a conspicuous dasher of fiaut-ton* 
Lady Aylmer herself seldom qame to 
Richmond but on some errand of ne** 
cessity, in which her habitual thought- 
lessness not unfrequently involved her, 
and on such occasions Mrs. Aylmer, 
much as she despised the frivolity of her 
conduct, seldom wholjy rf fiiaed her asi- 
sistance; though it is probahle that, 
disgusted by the frequency of a()pJUca- 
tion, it was occasionally but reluctantly 
accorded. Unu$»ed to withhold her sen^ 
tHnents, she had decidedly expms.<itd her 
disapprobation of her extravagance, and 
declared her determJQation not to coun- 
tenance her nieces in their former habits 
of dissipation. This resolution she had 
many times repeated^ and though sht 
sometimes condescended to replenish, her 
Ladyship's purse, the supplies were not 
granted without the unwelcome accom- 
paniments of animadversion and advice: 
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glad at any rate to secure the object of 
her mercenary' mission, Lady Aylmer 
listened submissively to- the angry lec^ 
tures of her benefactress, and anxiously 
counting the moments till the golden 
prize crowned her hypocrisy, she duly 
performed her usual routine of protes* 
tatioa, and then joyfully bade her adieu 
till some new plea of distress brought 
her again oft^her begging embassy, liie 
Misses Ayhner still remamed unmarried;' 
and; as 1 learnt froiD tbeir atmt, were 
still likely to continue in their state of 
single blessedness, not however from any 
dearth of« ^fort on the part «of their lady 
mother to get them eligibly disposed 
of, but the object of her operations 
having mfortunatdy been too coaspi^ 
Quous, her matrimonial manoeuvres oad 
hitherta^ failed of success. The girls 
themselves had been educated in habits 
of too much extravagance for men' of 
moderate fortunes to think of them^ as 
wiveS) and their faces had long been so 
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fumiliar in the circle in which they 
moved, Ladjr Aylmer having impru- 
dendy intruded them wherever she could 
obtain admission, that the ** new** had 
been long since 'worn off their attrac- 
tions; and wholly unassisted by the charm 
of riches or variety, the Aylmers, thouf^ 
handsome and really iiccomplished girls, 
stood but little chance of matrimony 
amidst the general rage for novelty. 

At the period of our visit Lady 
Aylmer had prudently absented herself 
from Richmond for some weeks; for 
having accidentally dropped a few ill- 
timed hints respecting a treaty she had 
entered into for a house at Bath, the 
old lady, irritated past bearing at this 
fresh proof of folly, peremptorily refused 
her aid for the prosecution of her new 
scheme, and desired her in future to 
seek for support to her extravagance 
elsewhere. The young Baronet however 
still came as usual to flatter his ^' good 
aunt }'' his eccentricities had fortunately 
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for him as yet escaped her knowledge, 
and haviQg somewhat more successfully 
studied the peculiarities of her dispo^ 
sition, he was in consequence a far 
greater favourite with her than the rest, 
and though she had positively announced 
iuir determination never to advance 
another guinea for Lady Aylmer^ she 
cheerfully lent her aid in support of his 
gay appearance. * 

Sir Edward, in his manners and com- 
position, strikingly resembled his' father; ' 
he was not however supereminently 
gifted by nature in his understanding, 
and having received that sort of super- 
ficial education which boys of fashion 
generally obtain, he had emerged at 
once from the trammels of Westminster 
discipline, into the dissipated society of 
his brother officers in the Guards, and 
was, if not as trifling, at least as incon- 
siderate as the female part of the family, 
though he more warily concealed it from 
the knowledge of his aunt. Amongst 
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the gay society to which the ^ militate 
connexioDS of their brother had intro- 
duced them. Lady Aylmer hud anxiously 
sought about for an estaUisliment fyf 
her daughters, and report had for apme 
months occupied the younger of theq]t 
in a love af&ar. Tpbe oLgpct of Miss 
Margaret's present passion w»& ^ youqg 
man in her brother's regiment, of ranl(, 
it is truei, because he w^ tlie youngw 
son of a northern earl, but. of trivial ex- 
pectations as to his pecuniary posses- 
sions, and little better than a school-boy 
in intellectual advantages. She had 
passed the last summer at Cheltenham, 
where she had made herself so conspi- 
cuous for the levity of her dress and 
manners, that her aunt', deeply hurt by 
the indiscretion of her female relatives, 
declared to me with tears, that she even 
felt disgraced by their aflBnity. Lady 
Aylmer and her daughter Margaret she 
considered as little better than mere 
adventurers, but Miss Aylmer, I rejoiced 
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to hear from, her, had conducted berselT 
with more propriety; she had been stajr- 
ing at Richmond most of the summer 
HHiiiths with her, and she hoped she 
said^ that 'Ellen would at last turn out 
deserving, though of any change in her 
sister she professed herself utterly hope-« 
less. I saw none of the family except 
the young Baronet during our stay ; for 
his mother, aware of her present disgrace, 
prudently kept aloof: and after the fort- 
night which Montague had promised to 
pass with her had expired, we took an 
affectionate leave of our revered friend, 
and returned to town to superintend 
the choice of furniture, and settle other 
necessary matters previous to our de- 
parture for Ireland. 

About this time a rupture was an-- 
nounced between the Russian and 
English Courts, in consequence of which 
Lord Ratbfarnham was ordered to leave 
St. Petersburg without delay; but un- 
avoidable, necessity depriving us of the 
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happiness of meeting him in London, we 
left directions for his arrival to be im- 
mediately communicated to us, and hav- 
ing arranged the furnishing and fitting 
up the house in Cavendish-square ibr oor 
reception on our return, we at length 
departed for Ireland. 

During the whole time of my stay in 
London, I had not once met my father; 
the town was as usual so thin of com* 
pany before Christmas, that I scarcely 
expected to find him there, and though 
extremely anxious to hear of him, I had 
made various inquiries respecting his pre- 
sent plans; all the information I had 
gained only informed me that he still 
persevered in his former dissipated habits, 
and that he was then living at Brighton, 
although^ as it was believed, without his 
late companion Mrs. Sutton. This was 
all I had learnt respecting the measures 
of the Earl, and over this account, though 
containing nothing new, I had shed tor- 
rents of bitter tears, whilst Montague, 
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my valued Montague, strove to soothe 
my regrets, atid endeavoured to com- 
pensate for the want of a parentis regard 
by the increased tenderness of his own. 






1. '..'.••■ ' ' ' \ 



' T 



I i. .'• • •'■ • 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



" Hng^ nproar lords it wide. 
All natnre reels, till nature's Kin^, who oft 
Amidst tempestuous darkness dwells alone. 
And on the wings of the careering wind 
Walks dreadfully serene, commands a ealm i 
ThcB straif^t air, tea, and earth, are hirsb'd at once. 



»> 



Early in February, and before wc 
had been resident 9 month in Ireland, 
Lord Montague's regiment, contrary to 
the information which he had received 
respecting its destination, was ordered 
from Limerick to Cork, to embark there 
for England. The regiment was still 
upon its march ; but, intending ourselves 
to return by way of Dublin, we had 
lingered for a week upon a visit to a 
family with whom we were previously 
acquainted in the neighbourhood cf 
Drogheda, when one day as I DTas dressw 
ing for a splendid dinner party, ta which 



120 WARWICK CASTLE* 

we had been invited by a neighbouring 
nobleman, Montague brought me a letter 
\ihich had recently arrived, forwarded 
by express from Dublin. Pressed for 
time to complete my toilet, having been 
detained from it by a tedious morning 
visitor, and supposing it brought the ex- 
pected intelligence of Lord Rath&rn- 
ham's return to Britain, I bade him read 
it aloud while I finished the important 
task of placing some ornaments in my 
hair. Perceiving that he changed colour 
as he threw his eye over the contents, I 
felt alarmed ; and turning pale from the 
apprehension that some misfortune had 
occurred, Montague drew me to a chair, 
and gently finding his arms round me, 
cautiously informed me, upon the autho- 
rity of a physician of eminence in Lon- 
don, that Lord Carloraine having been 
grievously afflicted with a paralytic 
stroke, was then lying as he feared at 
the point of death, but still sensible 
enough to manifest a desire to see his 
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child ! I cannot express ivhat I felt at 
this intelligence. It is not to be sup-^ 
posed that my duty or affection for Lord 
Carloraine could be of that tender na- 
ture ivhich a more deserving parent 
might have claimed from me, but the 
certainty of his present danger, added to 
the anxiety he had expressed to see me, 
and the probability of his dissolution be« 
fore I could reach him to receive the 
slender comfort of his parting kindness, 
almost the only instance in which he 
had ever shown me any, seemed to in- 
spire me with a warmth of feeling to- 
wards him that I was unconscious of be- 
fore, and coldly, even cruelly as he had 
treated me through life, at this moment 
I would have given worlds to have en- 
sured his recovery. Shocked beyond ex- 
pression at this awful visitation of his 
errors. Whilst he was yet in the iull 
meridian of his dissipated career, I felt 
wholly unable to give my mind to any 
thing else ; andji absorbed in tears, Mon- 
%ou III. G 
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il^gue left i»e for a few mements to the 
oare of my wotoan, and went belpw to 
ow frienda, to whom be shortly explain* 
ed the neoeasitj of our sudden departinre, 
and prevailed on them to keep their ap- 
jpointmenty and bear apologies for <iur 
abaenoe to their noUe entertainerr He 
then gave orders for immediate pre- 
parations ibr our journey ; and, havii:^ 
taken a hurried leave of our friends, I 
tbrew off my half-finished dinner-diiess, 
and hastily equipping myself in my 
travelling habit, in half an hour we were 
on our route to En^and. 

We readied Dublin late in the even- 
ing, and Montague having previous^ 
sent fbrAvard to secure a passage, wie 
went immediately on board the packet 
for Holyhead, and towards morning got 
under way. The night was calm when 
we embarked at the Pige<m<hoiise,. but 
the wind changing early in Ae ensuing 
(i«y ; the weather became very teinpestu* 
oos, and towards evening it liew 4sach a 
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trosaeodaus Imrricflioe team the North, 
ithat the vess^il being itoahle io make the 
poft^ the Captain vpas cvideDtiy more 
alarnsied thaa he chose to acknowledge 
to the passengers; dltbougb he endea- 
yeiirad to quiet our afpreheoaione by re« 
fieatedij agfiurii^ U6» that as long as he 
had sea^foom he would answer for our 
$a&l7» and that thei^e had not beu a 
packet lost since the days of £iog 
Willtami* Notwithstanding all these as- 
sertions, and Montague's pfic£:ssed re- 
liance OB theoa, from ihe tmrific roaring 
of the winds, and Ibe incessant toesing 
fx£ die creakaog vassel, I atftictpsted 
levery instant the tenaination of our fiite ! 
We had got on boad^d at a kte bour^ and 
htwing previously secxored tiie cabin for 
ttir aocomtnodstien^ I had obtained a 
few houEs' reat minting the eaoriy pajj: of 
die morning; but the storm having arisen 
in ithe interim, we were bloivsm about 
widi ench ineertitude of motion, ithat> 
roused ^om my alunvbers by the irtght- 
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ful rocking of the vessel, and terrified at 
finding Montague abseat, I threw & 
furred travelling cloak about me, and 
taking Norris by the arm groped my way 
in the dark to him upon deck, where, 
fully aware of the danger of our situation, 
he was personally aiding the master in 
the difficult steerage of the vessel. The 
tempest still raged with indescribable 
fury. Evening was rapidly closing in, 
and just at this critical moment the 
vessel sprang a leak : a dreadful outcry 
from below announced it to those above, 
when all was instant confusion. All 
hands were speedily summoned to the 
pumps, and the sailors harassed with 
exertion, and dripping with the rain 
which poured in torrents from the 
shrouds, roughly cleared the. decks of all 
unnecessary incumbrance, and, wholly 
regardless of our entreaties or our fears, 
drove us back again to the cabin ; Mon- 
tague also, in the strongest paroxysm of 
alarm, peremptorily conmianding us to 
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keep entirely below. Never will the 
horrors of this dreadful night be effaced 
from my memory ! Amidst the boister- 
ous warfare of the contending elements, 
the waves ran mountain high over the 
decks, and our light vessel, borne to an 
amazing height by the heavy swell of the 
billows, was as suddenly dashed back 
i^^n by the violence of their recession ; 
whilst poor Norris and I, shut up below 
and entirely deserted, prostrate on our 
knees, and enveloped in total darkness, 
remained in instant expectation of being : 
buried amidst the waters ! Morning at 
last brojke upon 11S5 but our danger con- 
tinued extreme: during the whole of the 
day we were buffeted about in sight of 
the Welsh coast without a possibility of ' 
making- the port; but towards evening 
the wind happily changing, the tempest 
qmckly subsided, and the vessel having 
with difficulty weathered the storm, at a 
late hour we landed in safety at Holy- 
head. Many hours had now elapsed since 
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the voice of Montague had blessed my 
ear», but ivhen he at length rushed into 
our dark cabin^ and clasping me to his 
heart joyfully announced to us that the 
vessel was in port, he appeared like an 
aagel sent from Heaven to our relief! 
Drenched in rain and completely ex- 
hausted by fatigue, having aided the 
spent crew by his personal exertion 
through the long hazard to whkfa we 
had beea exposed, 1^ was unabie to 
proceed without some mterval of repose} 
bat having changed his wet clothes, and 
ordereil post horses' tat an early kouvr* 
he threw himseif upon a sopha wmpped 
in his travelling surtout^ Mid B\tp€ till 
the time for our departure was arrived, 
and then guarding ourselves as well as 
we were able from the inclettien^y ol'the 
weather, we commenced our melancholy 
journey towards the metropolid* 

It was yet early mornitig^ attd perfect- 
ly dark when we departed from Holy- 
heafd ; a deep snow had fiilten during the 
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night, and, as we discerned by the un-* 
certain light of our lamps, still continued 
to descend with rapidity. Before day- 
break the roads were almost trackle99» 
-whilst our half-frozen drivers enveloped 
in snow, and nearly perishing with cold, 
seemed scarcely able to drag their horses 
through the deep passes of the moun- 
tains amongst which the road lay; and 
by the time we had crossed Bangor Ferry, 
and approached Penman Mawr, at about 
the distance of forty miles from Holy- 
head, there seemed but little probabiKty 
of our being able to proceed farther; To 
those who have travelled over the stu- 
pendous heights of Penman Ross, and 
more particularly of Penman Mawr, I 
need not recall the apprehensions that 
must inevitably have assailed them ; but 
language cannot convey, to those who 
have never beheld them, an adequate 
idea of the terrific horrors of the scene 
at this unfavourable season of the year ; 
for the road which crosses the latter 
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mountain lying along its extremest edge^ 
a single false step seems inevitable de- 
struction. Immense rocks impending 
above appear every instant ready to 
crush the passing traveller to atoms, 
ivhilst the precipice itself, hanging fright- 
fully over the sea roaring tremendously 
at its base, is so hideous, and so full of 
danger, that, carefully averting my eyes 
from the sight of this vast abyss, though 
in some measure guarded, I sat in breath- 
less terror till we stopped at the gates of 
the neighbouring inn: a wall however 
has been erected on the side next the 
sea, and other precautions taken for the 
better security of this dangerous moun*^ 
tain pass. 

Dismayed a& I felt by the opposing 
obstacles of wind and weather, I was 
nevertheless so anxious to receive the 
parting blessing of Lord Carloraine, that 
I would willingly have encountered every 
diflSculty to obtain it; and Montague, 
tenderly entering into the nature of my 
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feelings, dispatched an avant-courier to 
secure horses for the succeeding stages. 
Notwithstanding this necessary^ precau- 
tion we made but little progress on our 
journey ; for through Cheshire the roads 
were almost impassable, and having 
snowed without intermission during the 
preceding day and night, it now drifted 
in such immense masses from the hills 
that the snow in many places measured 
nearly fifteen feet in depth : once we 
were literally dug out of it upon the 
road, and although we used every possi- 
ble exertion for expedition, travelling 
with four and often with six horses to the 
carriage, it was not till late in the second 
night that, we arrived at Namptwich. 
The people of the posting-house had been 
buried in sleep; but, having with some 
difficulty roused the servants for our ad- 
mission, we received the unpleasant in- 
telligence that a considerable delay must 
ensue, for that a. single pair, of horses 
were all that could possibly be procured 
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for us before day-light. Whilst we were 
deliberating upon what plan we should 
pursue, a King^s messenger, going to 
Ireland with dispatches for the Lord 
Lieutenant, stopped at the gates, and, 
demanding this important pair of horse» 
to carry him on towards Holyhead, at 
once put an end to all prospect of our 
proceeding. In this dilemma the newly 
arrived postillions, learning the motiven 
of our anxiety to proceed, civilly pro* 
posed to carry us forward the next stagey 
as) soon as their horses were sufficiently 
refreshed to allow it; and Montague 
having thankfully 'accepted their oflfer^ 
ordered them such refreshments as they 
chose, and devoted the few hours it 
afiforded us to a transient r^>08e. Long 
before day-break we were ciftDed from 
our hurried slumbers, and shown into ^ 
dreary aiKl comfortless looking parfoiir 
to wait whilst the carriage was preparing*. 
None of the servants were yet stirring, 
but Montague discovering a cbeerfifil firfr 
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blazing bFightly in (he kitchen, speedily 
removed us to its spacious chimney 
corner, where by dint of the most deter- 
mined perseverance he at length pro- 
cured some hot coffee for our refresh- 
ment; and seated at a long kitchen table, 
at the farthest extremity of which were 
the friendly post-boys enjoying their 
cold meat and hot liquors, we thankfully 
dispatched our hasty meal, whilst Norris 
exceedingly scandalized at our imaginary 
degradation, assisted in preparing the 
repast, and angrily docuriiented the 
sulky house-itiaid for her tardiness, assur- 
ing her with some warmth, that " neither 
herself or her lady were accustomed to 
sit with post-boys P^ 

The frost had set in very severely 
during the night; a sharp sleet blew 
directly in our faces from the South, and, 
the ice cracking at every step beneath 
their weight, the drivers could scarcely 
keiep the horses upon their feet. I had 
never before experienced such a joumev. 
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and although we were afterwards pro- 
vided with proper relays, it was not until 
the evening of the fourth day from our 
leaving Holyhead, that we at length 
reached London. Exhausted by in- 
cessant travelling, added to the anxiety 
I underwent respecting the fate of Lord 
Carloraine, I could scarcely sustain my- 
self through the last stage from Barnet ; 
and supported half dead with fatigue 
upon the bosom of Montague, as we 
drove upon a damp and foggy evening 
through the crowded streets of the me- 
tropolis, it seemed as if we were never 
to reach our destination. We stopped 
^t the hotel where we had resided 
during our last temporary sojourn ; and 
Montague, hastily ordering up some 
slight refreshment, sent immediately for g 
a hackney-coach, and drove to the resi- 
dence of the Earl's physician in Bedford- 
square> leaving me to repose myself 

upon a sofa during his absence. Dr. 

was fortunately at home, and Montague 
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sending in his name was instantly ad- 
mitted, and soon gained the information 
he desired* Lord Carloraine, though iu 
extreme danger, and suffering under the 
most painful symptoms of his disorder^ 
was still spared to my hopes, and Dr. ' 
apprized of my arrival proposed to go 
immediately to Grosv^nor Square him* 
self, to prepare him for the interview^ 
for which he assured Montague the Earl 
was very desirous, though for the con* . 
sequences in his present state he pro- 
fessed himself unable to answer. Mon- 
tague gladly availed himself of his proffer- 
ed kindness, and returning to Bond- 
street with the information he had re- 
ceived, immediately attended me him- 
self to Grosvenor Square. The distance 
from Bond-street is comparatively trifling, 
but never before did the way seem sa 
long. I trembled with emotion as the 
carriage drove round the square, but 
when it at length stopped at the well-^ 
knowu door from which I had beea so 
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terrifically expelled, my feelings were 
indescribable! The stillness of death seem- 
ed to reign throughout the house ; scarce- 
ly a light was visible except the lamp 
burning in the hall, and though assured 
of his existence but a few moments be- 
fore, I dreaded lest^I should be told that 
my father had breathed his last. The 
muffled knocker reverberated low and 
hollow through the hall, and the porter 
slowly obeying its summons, Montague 
Ufted me from the carriage in cautious 
silence, and as he carried me into the 
house, overpowered with agitation, it 
seemed as if I had only returned to it 
but to die ! With the aid of some drops, 
$nd a glass of water, I was soon suffici- 
ently recovered to bear the interview, 
and Dr. ■>■■', having already apprized 
the Earl of my arrival, came down stairs 
to conduct me to his apartment. Mon- 
tague, from motives of delicacy, remain- 
ed below, and as I slowly ascended the 
staircase and rested for an instant against 
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the balustrflded, Dr. — -*- went forward 
into thie b6d^chamber of the Earl. Lord 
Carloratne, pale and motionleds^ lay ap- 
parently on his death-bed^ but hearing 
some one enter^ he faintly asked, ^* Is it 
my daughter?" and roused by his in- 
distinct murmurs, I sprang forward to 
hii% bed-side, and uttering an exclama- 
tiom of delight that he was yet sensible 
enough to recognize me^ I threw mysdf 
upon my knees and sunk almost upon 
the floor. Completely subdued by the 
fatigue I had undergone, some minuted^ 
elapsed before I was capable of contem^ 
plating the change in his altered counte<« 
nance j but when, pressing his cold lips 
to my cheek, he looked anxiously round 
the room m if expecting some one else, 
my heart throbbed with transport as my 
hopes pmMed to Montague. In his pre- 
sent weak state I dared no* howeter 
breadie my wishes, and Dr. - — — per- 
ceiving that, although much gratified by 
this short interview, I if as scarcely able 
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to support it, speedily put an end to it 
by reminding his patient that be must 
compose himself to sleep — ^^ You will 
not leave me, Frances V* said Lord 
Carloraine, anxiously detaining my band 
as Dr. — motioned my departure. I 
promised him that I would remain in 
Grosvenor Square as long as he desired, 
and, the Doctor still urging my absence, 
I took leave of him for the night, and 
descended to the library, where Mon- 
tague anxiously waited my return. He 
expressed no objection to my stay in 
Grosvenor Square in obedience to the 
Earl's desire, and solicitous only to pro- 
mote my happiness, which now seemed, 
to centre in personal attendance on my 
father, he repressed every appearance of^ 
resentment of his former conduct .^ and 
upon the Earl's expressing, some vague* 
inquiry respecting him a. &w days after 
bur arrival, he readily, acceded to« my 
solicitation, and, attending me to his 
apartment, voluntarily offered his hand 

6 
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to the Earl, and thus gratified my heart 
by their apparent reconciliation, though 
even to this hour I am yet doubtful if it 
was the Earl's desire ; but the total sup-^ 
pression of all resentment on the part of 
Lord Montague, at a moment so trying 
to my feelings both as a wife and daugh* 
ter, would for ever have entitled him to 
my grateful regard. 

During my residence in Grosvenor 
Square I found that a total change had 
taken place in its former establishment $ 
I saw none but new faces : the old ser- 
vants were all discharged, and others of 
a different description supplied thdjc 
places. The economy of the household 
appeared utterly deranged, and as there 
was now no regular housekeeper to pre* 
side over its concerns, Norris, who from 
her long residence in the family was 
well acquainted with its former arrange* 
men(, undertook for the present the 
direction of domestic afiairs. In the 
plate and linen department she soon per* 
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cesved an unaccountable deficiency; ef 
the former the absence of many valuable 
articles waid hourly discovered: some 
were entirely gone, whilst others being 
sndefatigably searched for, and their 
exfistence pertinaciously insisted upon, by 
degrees re-appeared ; but of the tatter 
little mere now reinained than was bare- 
ly sufficient for the daily necessity of the 
hoasehold: inquiry and argument were 
alike comvailitig for the res^toration of the 
wsi^ng articles. Mr^. Sutton had pre^ 
sided during these* nefarious depreda-^ 
itom^yand pillage^ as it seemed, liad been 
the order c# the day. Amon^gsf a variety 
0^ information gathered by Norris in hei^ 
initercoursb with the new domestics, it 
appeared that frequent altercations had 
Utterly occurred betw^een the Earl and 
Im chire amie ; and these bickerings, 
usually occasioned by the increased ex- 
travagance of the lady, had arisen to 
such a height that, one morning after 
their customary quarrel over the break- 
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fkst table, Mrs. Sutton packed up her 
valui^les, whilst the Eaarl was riding outy 
and drove to the lodgings of one of his 
Lordship's intimate corapanionsy with 
whom she immediately decamped from 
Brighton, leaving Lord Carloraine to 
curse his folly, and vent his wrath in 
execrations on the duplicity of his 
mistress and his friend 1 His Lordship, 
who from custom, and custom only I 
should hope, had become attached to 
this woman, was so provoked by the 
ridicule to which her elopement had ex- 
posed him, that he insensibly gave way 
to an increasing habit of inebriety, and 
in the intemperance of his conduct at 
this period originated the disorder 
which now menaced his life. 

Lord Carloraine had been literally 
** deserted in his utmost need,** abandon- 
ed in a dreadful situation to the cold 
cares of mercenary hirelings ; his once 
well-appointed home became a scene of 
the utmost confusion, and at my return 
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from Ireland the domestic establishment^ 
was totally deranged. From the attics 
to the cellars all seemed riot and dis- 
order, and the servants all master chacun 
^ son tour. 



CHAPTER XXXIIL 



Under my assiduous care Lord Car- 
loraine seemed to grow better; his 
strength appeared returning^ and at the 
expiration of a week he was so much 
recovered, that Dr. — , judged it 
proper to remove him to Bath as soon 
as he was able to bear the motion of >a 
carriage. Lord Montague had a house 
at Bath, purchased for his brother's 
residence there during the long illness 
which preceded his death, and as soon 
as this measure was finally resolved 
upon, he left town, and went forward 
to get it prepared for the Earl's recep* 
tion. Towards the end of February, we 
removed thither by easy stages, and the 
Earl bore the journey far better than I 
had dared to hope he would; he was 
stillhowever extremely weak, and, though 
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recovering, he usiially kept his apart- 
ment except for a few hours in the middle 
of the day, 'when he sometimes ventured 
into his dressing-room, where, notwith- 
standing he had scarcely strength to go 
4lirpugfa the task of fusch umieodssary 
^mbeUifihment, h& daily made hb totkt^ 
mth all tbe .oqprioe of &ittdi(iiiB ytsa&L. 

As his heahii iretnrned hie fiimier 
liabka returned also, and attended -witfa 
aidegree oi peevishness which la&aS^^ 
my constant altendanee upon him fire- 
^quently fMonfid in ^tbe extreme. Wtsaj 
of his own Toflecdoiis fae now sowatimef, 
however advised ^^ainst it, chose to j<nii 
us «n the drsfwinj^room, and o|i these 
occasions, aMu)ugb Montague car€ffu% 
abstained from every cKpression of iits 
nifsgiist, I Madily disoenied t^at he eetdd 
not conquer <lie repugnance wdich liie 
LorAihapL\i^ Jksbits had iiii^ired him 'W^. 
He was studioudy a/ttbetKave 4o his eom- 
ftft ki ail his wishes and his wants ; b«rt; 
lis held iittie mitre tJiaH wtaToidaMe 

1 
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conversation with him ; and I obs^^ved 
that thos^ liours which he expeeted the 
Earl would pass below, Montague usually 
devoted to ridings or some out of doocs 
occs^atton that wholly detached him 
&ott his aocaety. 

I iierceived with pain that this CQn«- 
timial restraint was becoming irksome to 
hjan ; and I was not sorry when the ar« 
rival of Lord Aathikmham, from St 
Fetersburgh, in some measure relieved 
him from it, by affi>rding him a plausible 
pnrtext ibr a temporary abarace &om 
Bath. He gbdly embraoed ike o^for^ 
tiznity of meeting them in Ijondon at 
my request, and to apprize my brother 
of the necessity of my dose attendance 
upon the Earl. ' 

Lord Rath&rnham met Mooatagnt 
with all ^be warmth of partial feiendslgpij 
heightened in some degree by the ten- 
derness of famify tie9 ; but, iiic0nsed at 
the former conduct of Lojpd Cadorane^ 
iie expressed buttiMieoomnmerfltieiifor 
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his present sufferings, while Lstdy Rath- 
:&niham, less violent perhaps in her ex- 
pression of it, yet equally warm in her 
aversion to the Earl, candidly confessed 
that she could not feel sorry to hear of 
any thing he might suffer, as the conse- 
quence of his intemperance, though for 
my sake she hoped that his convales- 
cence would soon release me from the 
necessity of farther attendance upon 
him. 

Lord Carloraine however still re- 
mained much in. the same state, and 
Montague was passing a busy fortnight 
with them in London, when th&Duchess 
of Albemarle, who was then illuminating 
the fashionable world at Bath, called 
upon me the first morning that the 
EarPs recovery allowed me to be visible, 
and protesting that she would not permit 
me to confine myself any longer to his 
society, insisted . upon my joining her 
evening party at the rooms* Lady 
Aylmer too, I shortly found, was my 



WARWICK CASTLE. 145 

neighbour ; for having succeeded in her 
Bath scheme without the assistance of 
Mrs. Aylmer, she had taken part of a 
house in Great Pulteney Street, where 
we also resided, and upon the score of 
old acquaintance frequently intruded 
as a familiar morning visitor. Miss 
Aylmer sometimes accompanied her 
ladyship, and amongst the incidental 
chit-chat of the place I learnt that she 
had made a conquest of a young man 
of some consequence, the only son of a 
Carnarvonshire Baronet, who had been 
passing the preceding season with his 
family at Bath. In our occasional meet- 
ings I perceived that Miss Aylmer was 
in reality much improved, and I gladly 
bore testimony to the alteration in he^: 
flighty manners: reviewing my former 
feelings, I believed that I might hereto- 
fore have beheld her with a jaundiced 
eye, and under this impression I consi- 
dered myself as bound to the recantation 
of my former error respecting her, and 
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to do justice to her merit, by reporting 
it duly to her aunt; so true is the ob- 
servation of an eminent author, *^ A la 
longue les erreurs disparpissent, et la 
verite surnage." The manners of Miss 
Aylmer were evidently much altered, 
and upon her own account, as well as 
that of her aunt who was become much 
attached to her, I witnessed the change 
^ with pleasure, and sincerely rejoiced at 
the prospect of such a flesirable match 
as it was generally understood Mr. 
Meredith would bej for although the 
connexion had been originally disap- 
proved of by the family of her lover, 
Mr. Meredith had surmounted all ob- 
jections, and the alliance it was believed 
would shortly take place. Lady Aylnier 
however appeared nearly as contemptible 
as formerly. This hoary belle had been 
for some time casting her doux yeux on 
an elderly nobleman who resided in the 
same house with her; and with the pow- 
erful auxiliaries of rouged cheeks and 
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auburn locks, aided by a certain slihiness 
of figure, she exhibited an appearance 
of youth, somewhat unusual in women 
of mature age. Her Ladyship, though 
she indignantly denied it, was consider- 
ably past fifty, and had she wisely fol- 
iowed the example of many estimable 
mothers at a similar period of life, might 
have passed her declining years as a 
respectable member of society; but 
amidst the giddy throng in which she 
was ever to be found, her lisping affec- 
tation of youth, added to her liberal 
display of bare shoulders and withered 
arms, had long pointed her out as an 
object of juvenile ridicule. Miss Aylmer, 
with sense enough to be pained at the 
incorrigible folly of her mother, endea- 
voured to shield her from contempt by 
the respect of her own demeanour to- 
wards her ; while the steadiness of 
conduct she had herself for some time 
prudently adopted, presented a striking 
contrast to that of her Ladyship, and 

H 2 



148 WARWICK CASTLE. 

her favourite daughter Margaret, who 
just at this period had unfortunately ren« 
dered herself the prevalent topic of con- 
versation^ by an adventure which not 
only exposed her to the severest ani- 
madversion, but mischievously threat* 
ened to involve her elder sister in its 
consequences. 

This young lady was not now at Bath; 
she had been there during the early part 
of the season, but having like her mother 
attained somewhat of notoriety, she had 
left it previous to my arrival, on a visit 
to a female friend, with whom she had 
returned to London; and it appeared 
that the military hero whom I had before 
heard described as the object of her 
present tendresse^ had also had his share 
in the motives of her departure. With 
this honourable youth she had carried 
on a correspondence for some time, al- 
though it was believed that her brother 
was in some measure implicated in the 
affair; and it is possible that Sir Edwardj 



WARWICK CASTLE. 149 

aware of her speculations, and probably 
desirous to lessen his own incumbrances^ 
had aided their execution by his tacit 
approbation. Be this as it may, whilst 
Lady Aylmer was engaged at Bath in 
manoeuvring for her own aggrandize* 
ment by the conquest of her coronetted 
neighbour. Miss Margaret was not less 
actively busied in negociation with her 
friend in town, and an elopement being 
decided upon the plan was speedily put 
in execution. I must do Lady Aylmer 
the justice to believe tha:t she was in no 
wise concerned in this affair; she was in 
fact totally ignorant of it, and, as Ellen 
afterwards assured me, actually believed 
the adventurous Margaret quietly visit- 
ing her female friend at Chiswick, till 
long after the elopement had actually 
taken place; and the iirst intimation she 
received of it was when the exasperated 
father of the intended bridegroom 
brought the disappointed fair back to 
her mother's house in London, and 
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formally re-del ivercd her to the protec- 
tion of the young Baronet. It seems 
that the happy pair, amply provided for 
their northern expedition, had proceeded 
as far as Borough-Bridge, upon their 
route to Gretna-Green, when, being at- 
tacked most mal-^-propos by a brace of 
intrepid highwaymen, they were unfor* 
tunately deprived of all means of reaching 
their destination, and after waiting some 
days in the vain hope of a supply from 
the army agent in London, to whom 
the lover had immediately written for 
assistance, the young gentleman, with 
his inclination for matrimony somewhat 
cooled by the consequences of the affair, 
and without a solitary guinea left in his 
purse, found himself under the necessity 
of writing to his father at Edinburgh,, 
to acquaint him with the awkwardness 
of his present situation, and solicit his 
pecuniary assistance without delay. Lord 
Arran* lost no time in personally an- 
swering his son's commui^iication ; and 
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indignant at the folly which had engaged 
him in this hair-brained expedition, he 
came post from Edinburgh to extricate 
him from his embarrassments, and finally 
resolved to put an end to all connexion 
>yith a woman who had neither rank or 
fortune to recommend her to his choice. 
Hurried away by the violence of his 
anger he liberally bestowed on them 
every epithet of reproach which his 
imagination could devise; and in this 
intemperate sally all the attendant cir- 
cumstances became public at Borough- 
Bridge, and after discharging the bill 
at the inn, with abundant comments on 
its extravagance, he sent the young gen- 
tleman off by the mail, under |;he care 
of a trusty domestic, to his paternal seat 
in the Highlands, and brought the dis* 
appointed belle himself back to London, 
in a hired chaise and four. 

The young Baronet exceedingly pro- 
yoked by the ill success of this sapient 
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scheme, carried himself somewhat high 
to the northern Earl upon the occasion : 
he talked much of his sister's mental 
sufferings and tarnished fame; and feel- 
ingly expatiating on the injury done to 
her reputation, by the awkward circum- 
stance of her having lived for several 
days under the protection of Captain 
Arran at Borough-Bridge, he adverted 
with great warmth to the immediate 
necessity of its reparation by marriage. 
But his Lordship was not to be intimi- 
dated by the lofty vapouring of a mere 
boy. He had seen too much of the 
world to be talked out of his under- 
standing ; and, well informed of Marga« 
ret*s general character, he only laughed 
at the assertion of her having been 
drawn into this exploit by the persua- 
sions of his son. If Sir Edward or his 
family would undertake to place the 
parties in an independent situation, his 
Lordship protested that he had not the 
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smallest objection to the reparation the 
Baronet demanded ; but as far as related 
to himself, he had brought the lady back 
as he had found her, and had nothing 
more to do with the affair; he should 
not beggar the rest of his family to sup- 
port the extravagance of a son who had 
already, squandered away every shilling 
he would ever receive from himj and 
he considered it but justice to apprize 
him, that he already owed more than 
his commission cost, amongst his brother 
officers in debts of honour. As to the 
injury done to the spotless fame of the 
fair lady, by her abode at Borough- 
Bridge, his Lordship confessed that it 
certainly was a very unfortunate affair ; 
but he must be allowed, he said, to re- 
mark that, from the specimen which he 
had already seen of her '^ head to plan, 
and heart to execute,*' there remained 
little doubt in his mind of her ability to 
preserve inviolate her immaculate repu- 
tat ion. And with this sarcastic observa- 
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tion Lord Arran took his leave, leaving 
the Baronet to vent his spleen in fruitless 
maledictions on the faikire of this pre- 
cious plan. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 



<< On eaglets wings immortal scandals Ay, 
Whilst Tirtnons actions are bat bom and die.** 

Almost before sir Edward could 
apprize his mother of these unpleasant 
circumstances, the whole story became 
public* " The flair Margaret and her 
Highland Hero'* were caricatured in 
every print-shop from Hyde Park Corner 
to Stratford-le-Bow, and travelling upon 
the wings of rumour to Bath, it was 
buzzed about in whispers ere it became 
known tocher own family. 

Entering the rooms one evening ra-^ 
ther later than usual, I waited hesitating 
to cross between the dances to join the 
Duchess of Albemarle, and took pos- 
session of an unoccupied seat till I could 
reach my party, near to which a knot. of 
giggling girls were placed; • As some 
of them chatted audibly with a young 
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man who had previously joined them ; 
the name of Lady Aylmer, ludicrously 
designated as " the E'Oergrcen^^* repeat* 
ediy caught my ear. 

" Oh no ! ** replied one of the girls» 
eagerly answering some remark to which 
I had' not attended, ^^ that is quite out 
of her power, and for the best of all 
reasons, for the match is certainly off.^^ 

"Ojf/ The devil it is!*' exclaimed 
the beau, ^' I think you are mistal^en 
however, for I saw Meredith riding 
with her yesterday morning. " 

" Very likely, but J assure you it is 
true notwithstanding; my aunt's Mason 
has a sister who lives with the Mere- 
diths, and Mason told me not two hours 
since, that Meredith went to London 
last night like a madman, to inform him- 
self of the truth. The Merediths I know 
always hated the match, and they won't 
hear a syllable of it now." 

" I am told that every body cut them 
last evening/' said the beau. 

4 
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*^ Oh yes, and do you know they 
actually affected to be astonished at 
it! Such a scene. Mason says, fol- 
lowed at Sir Arthur's! My Lady 
cried} Sir Arthur stormed, nay. Mason 
says, raved like a lunatic ! Meredith as 
you may suppose, was quite in his he- 
roics, but it's all to no purpose, for Sir 
Arthur vows that the royal blood of 
Caractacus shall remain uncontami* 
nated ; so it really is off to all intents 
and purposes/' 

^^ According to oracle Mason at 
least," said another ; but at that mo^ 
ment a lady joined them from an op- 
posite seat, in whom I instantly recog- 
nised one of the tall daughters of a 
Cambrian family, whom I had sometimes 
seen in public with the Merediths, and 
whose approach wholly silenced the 
party. 

Petrified with astonishment, I listened 
to this conversation : the story had not 
yet reached me, for a wet morning and 
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an unusual peevish humour had kept me 
entirely with Lord . Carloraine ; and ig- 
norant of the affair I could not divine 
its allusions, and hastily joining the 
Duchess I asked for information. Her 
Grace shortly explained, and, rising to 
patrole the room, gave me more at large 
the history of Margaret's adventure. 
Her second son Lord George Somerset, 
who had arrived but the day before, had 
newly imported it from London, and 
from him I learnt it with all its extrava^ 
gance and caricature. 

Exceedingly pained at finding Ellen 
Aylmer so undeservedly implicated in 
her sister's disgrace, I perceived at a 
single glance the serious mischief it 
might occasion to her ; for that it had 
already had much undue influence on 
the Meredith family, previously ill-dis- 
posed to the match, there remained not 
a doubt. It seemed that a party was 
forming to crush her into insignificance, 
and as I indignantly expressed my sen* 
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timents of its illiberality, the Duchess 
feelingly asked if nothing could be done 
to avert its mischievous result? ^^ I 
have seen but little of Miss Ayhner/* 
said her Grace, ^^ but she appears to be 
a well disposed young woman. I abjure 
her mother, observe, I totally exclude 
her ; but if I can be of the least use to 
Miss Aylmer, if you can devise any 
scheme to be of service to her, you may 
entirely command my services. If my 
countenance," continued her Grace 
smiling, consciousof her own power, ^^ can 
be of the least use in the aflair,^ trust me 
it shall shine forth most graciously." 

Gratified by this assurance, I resolved 
to protect Ellen from the concentrating 
malice of the phalanx arrayed against 
her ; and if upon farther inquiry I found 
her really deserving of her Grace's fa- 
vour, I determined to avail myself of 
her offered countenance, and bear her 
out in triumph. 

Rendered somewhat uncomfortable by 
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the news I had heard, I left the rooms 
eariy, and got my chair called up im- 
mediately. " Home, my Lady?** asked 
Owen, as he closed the door. " To 
Lady Aylmer's,'* I answered j and before 
I could arrange any plan to my satis&c- 
tion, I was set down at her door. " Not 
at home'* was the reply; but seeing a 
light in her dressing-room, and satisfied 
from the accounts I had just heard that 
she was not likely to be engaged with 
company, I sent in my name, and was 
immediately shown up stairs. Lady 
Aylmer was sitting by the fire, pensively 
jogging her foot upon the fender, and 
Ellen, kneeling beside a large trunk, was 
busily assisting her maid in sorting 
packages of their scattered wardrobe. 
The corded trunks about the room were 
symptomatic of sudden departure; and 
waiting only till she had dismissed her 
attendant, I entered at once upon my 
errand, and candidly informed her of 
all I had heard at the Booms* I ex* 
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plained my motive for the visit, and 
pressed her to tell me ingenuously ivhe* 
ther herself or her mother were at all 
aware of Margaret's elopement; she 
solemnly assured me they were wholly 
unacquainted with it ; and satisfied on 
this point, I apologised for intruding 
myself into her confidence, and next 
questioned her as to the reported de« 
fection of Mr. Meredith. Amidst abun- 
dant tears, she informed me of the actual 
extent of his addresses. 

It appeared that he had not yet posl* 
tively offered her his hand, which he 
had delayed solely on account of his 
family's objection; but that having 
nearly overcome this impediment by his 
perseverance, he was in hourly expecta« 
tion of receiving Sir Arthur's permission 
to this eflfect; when her sister*s disgrace 
put an end to all her hopes. Of Mr. 
Meredith's sudden journey to London, 
she had been apprized by an incoherent 
note she had received from him that 
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morning, but as to its object he had 
been wholly silent. For the result of 
his inquiries she confessed herself pre- 
pared by the public slight which she 
had the preceding evening experienced 
at the Rooms, whither, ignorant of the 
afiair, she had gone as usual with her 
mother. Situated as things were, ce- 
remony was wholly unnecessary, and 
frankly avowing my motives for thu^ 
catechising her, I assured her if any 
efforts of mine could counteract the evil 
effects of this afiair, in its operation 
upon her interests, it would afford me 
infinite pleasure. She received my as« 
surances in the sense I really meant 
them, but, unable to answer, she thanked 
me only by her tears; while her mother, 
with her habitual inconsistence, rambled 
widely from the point, and exhausted 
all my patience hy a long strain of 
lamentation for the sufferings of her 
•^ deluded Margaret.*' 

Weary of this ungrateful 'subject, I 
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cut it short by coldly informing her 
that I came not to sympathize in the 
^^ sufferings'' of Miss Margaret, that 
thei sole object of my visit was to rescue 
her elder daughter from unmerited dis- 
grace ; and that having little leisure for 
other subjects, I must request her at- 
tention to the business which had 
brought me. Having thus silenced her 
Ladyship's regrets, and drawn her at* 
tention to a point more material, I next 
informed her that I considered it pecu- 
liarly hazardous for Miss Aylmer to leave 
Bath, however painful it might be to 
her feelings to remain there at the 
present crisis. In no wise participating 
in the misconduct of her sister, I 
deemed it unjust that she should expe- 
rience the injurious effects of it;' and I 
added that I should rejoice to afford her 
my protection as long as her stay might 
be convenient or agreeable ; and rising 
to take my leave, I told Ellen that I 
i&hould expect a note from her in the 
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morning, to fix at what hour my car- 
riage should bring her to our residence ; 
unable to articulate distinctly, she wept 
her gratitude in silence; her mother, 
less susceptible and far more loquacious, 
volubly expressed her thanks as she fol- 
lowed me half down the stairs. Early 
in the morning Miss Aylmer's note ar- 
rived, to inform me that, her mother 
having departed some hours, she grate- 
fully accepted my invitation, but leay- 
ing the hour to my own convenience : I 
named one at which the streets of Bath 
are usually thronged with fashionable 
pedestrians ; and purposely sending the 
carriage long before I knew she could be 
prepared, I gave orders for my servants 
to wait at her door till Miss Aylmer 
should be ready, in order that her re- 
moval to my house might be marked 
with every possible publicity. 

Miss Aylmer, as I guessed, had ex- 
cited no small envy by her conquest of 
Mr. Meredith. He was the heir of an 
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ancient Baronetage, ancl an ample estate 
in Carnarvonshire, and I had previously 
keard his connexions, with the folly of 
his misjudging passion for Ellen Aylmer, 
most elaborately discussed by the ladies 
of a family from his own neighbourhood^ 
whom I had accidentally met with a few 
mornings before, and in one of the 
daughters of which I recognized Miss 
Bell Rowlandson, the fair oracle of the 
asseml)Iy-cooni. 

These ladies, the Misses Rowlandson, 
were at Bath with their aunt, a sage 
maiden of fifty-four, who, attired with the 
nicest precision of maiden modesty, sat 
erect and stately as my Lord Chamber- 
Jain's wand of office, whilst she minute- 
ly recounted the family possessions o£ 
the enamoured lover, and spitefully 
descanted on his ill-assorted alliance. 
Miss Arabella too had spoken with pecu- 
liar and undeserved severity of this 
strange attachment; but the mystery 
was soon solved ; for, as I learnt from 



166 - WARWICK CASTLE. 

Ellen, this " strange attachment** hadf 
been the means of frustrating a plan pre- 
viously entered into by the families on 
both sides, for a matrimonial alliance be- 
tween Mr. Meredith and Miss Bell Row- 
landson herself. In these ladies I per- 
ceived that Ellen had a host of enemies 
marshalled against her, and from the re- 
doubled acrimony of their remarks I did 
not hesitate to believe that they insti- 
gated the present cabah I communi- 
cated my suspicions to the Duchess; and, 
the next evening having been fixed for a 
fency ball, it was agreed that Ellen 
should be chaperoned , thither by her 
Grace. 

The Duchess, who entered warmly 
into the cause, previously arranged her 
proceedings with her son, and, without 
any hint of her intentions to Ellen, di- 
rected his Lordship to fall violently in 
love. Lord George was a young man of 
a captivating exterior, somewhat dissi- 
pated in his character, but of high con- 



WARWICK CASTLE. 1(57 

sideration in the female world of fashion.. 
In the harmless pursuit of amusement, 
according to the present g6ut^ he had 
not, it is true, yet seduced k wife or 
mother, or even shot his bosom friend ; 
but he was notwithstanding in a proba- 
ble way of adding these achievements to 
his other honours; for he was already of 
considerable celebrity in the annals of 
fashionable error, and, added to his 
other eccentricities, was lately become 
a conspicuous leader of the dashing Four- 
in-hand Club. " Lord George is a 
fashion setter,'' said the Duchess, smil- 
ing partially on b^r son, ^^ and as soon 
as this new penchant has given lustre to 
our protegee. Miss Aylmer will see 
troops of her receding lovers court her 
smiles." Fortunately for Ellen, Lord 
George could ndt have arrived at a more 
seasonable opportunity ; he was a host 
within himself, and, decidedly supported 
by such powerful auxiliaries as the 
Duchesis and her son^ I prognosticated 
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that my fair friend would rise like a 
phoenix from the ashes of her family 
fame! Ellen iierself however was far 
from being sanguine : no intelligence 
had yet reached her of Mr, Meredith, 
and when we separated to dress for her 
eventful entrie^ under the auspices of her 
Grace of Albemarle, her tearful eyes 
and faded cheeks bespoke the disappoint- 
ment of her heart. 

The Duchess called on us in her way 
to the Rooms, and while mustering her 
spinstered forces in the lobby, she re- 
peated her directions to Lord George, 
to be decidedly marked in his attentions 
to Miss Aylmer. " She is for the pre- 
sent,'' said she, continuing her instruc- 
tions, " my particular object; you must 
therefore give her fashion by the eclat of 
a transient conquest, and by alarming 
her lover's pride bring him in triumph to 
her feet." 

Whilst we were throwing off our 
cloaks in Oie ante-room, a bevy of girls. 
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nmongst "idiom urere Miss Meredith, gad 
the maltcicmt Rowitndscms matronized 
by their utarched SrOift, passed into th6 
ball-rodni. Some fashionable friends ac- 
companied us, and entering the room, 
the Dachess, purposely chatting audibly, 
successfully attracted observation to the 
party^ and approaching that part of the 
room where the Merediths were placed, 
her Grace ^miliarly wreathed her wm 
within Miss Aylmer's, and in an import- 
ant whisper endeavoured to re-assure her 
courage', which on meeting the eyes of 
the Meredith &mily had again nearly de- 
serted her. Pained by the general stare 
of astonishment which assailed her, Ellen 
would willingly have receded from far- 
ther notice ; but, her Grace issuing her 
commands, she joined the dancers with 
Lord George, her gay and gallant 
partner taking care to make his devo* 
tion fully mani^isC to all around. Lord 
George performed his part i merveille^ 
and enacted the enamoured swain with 

VOL. III. I 



170 WAfiWICK CASTLE. 

extraordinary effect. During the whole 
evening the Rowlandsons seemed petri- 
fied by this extraordinary scene. If the 
strange passion of Mr. Meredith had be- 
fore excited surprise, the apparent, one 
of Lord George Somerset still more in- 
creased their wonder, and, as he gaily 
led her down the dance, the mortified 
titter of Miss Bell sufiiciently announced 
that Ellen's triumph was complete. 
Seated near them, I occasionally threw 
on this young lady an eye of steady ob- 
servation } and, determined if possible to 
awe her into shame, I regarded her with 
fixed attention whenever I perceived her 
disposed to be malicious. The next 
day Miss Aylmer's conquest was widely 
disseminated amidst the gossiping circles 
of Bath, and amongst other reports of 
the passing hour it could not fail to reach 
the Meredith family ; and the manifest 
approbation with which the Duchess had 
publicly distinguished her gave a sort of 
indefinite sanction to the report. Two 
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d^ys afterwards, and whilst the card- 
tables were yet sitting in judgment on 
the aflfair, Meredith returned from his 
London journey, and ere he could well 
enter on the subject of his mi3sion,ihe 
was sarcastically greeted with the history 
of her recent triumph. In London he 
had learnt the confirmation of Margaret's 
error, and, hopeless of effecting a change 
in the determination of his father, he 
had returned to Bath, as he believed, to 
bid Miss Aylmer farewell. Sir Arthur 
Meredith, disgusted with the conduct of 
Lady Aylmer, whom he had seen for 
years idly fluttering in the same dissi-. 
pated circles, bad from the first disap- 
proved of all connexion with the family; 
but Meredith, notwithstanding all ob- 
stacles, continuing passionately attach- 
ed, he had suffered rather than sanction- 
ed his addresses to her daughter. The 
moment however that lier personal re- 
spectability became questionable. Sir 
Arthur conceived himself fully justified 

I 2 
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in putting an end to the meditated 
alliance ; and Meredith, entirely depend- 
ant upon his father, and convinced froth 
the general inflexibility of his character 
that all hopes of their union were now at 
an end, had reluctantly abandoned his 
projects of wedded happiness* To the 
thornsi already planted in bis bosom by 
the destruction of these ardent hopes, 
his sister mischievously added others, 
by elaborately detailing the personal at- 
tractions of Lord George Somerset, and 
the complacency with which Miss 
Aylmer, forgetful of her former prefer- 
ence, had obviously listened' to his titled 
rival. Lady Aylmer, be was informed, 
had suddenly quitted Bath : with whom 
then was Ellen ? was the next natural 
inquiry; and when he had ascertained 
beyond all possibility of doubt that she 
was openly received as my visitor, wa« 
actually resident under my roo^ and 
publicly distinguished by the partial no- 
tice of the Duchess of Albemarle^ a ray 
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of light flashed across his mind, his hopes 
suddenly revived ; and instantly seeking 
his &ther, and stating these circum- 
stances, he anxiously demanded if he 
could entertain a single doubt of the re- 
spectability of Miss Aylmer, when wo- 
men, at whom scandal dared not point, 
so decidedly sanctioned her by their 
friendship and regard : struck by this 
simple question, Sir Arthur felt his dis- 
like to Ellen somewhat lessened. Miss 
Aylmer had been hunted down most un- 
mercifully; her reputation had been 
carved and served up to him in a thou- 
sand different ways by the contrivance of 
the spiteful Rowlandsons, in the vain 
hope of lessening Mr, Meredith's attach- 
ment to her ; but a moment's reflection 
upon this single circumstance told Sir 
Arthur he had been deceived. His con- 
viction of her merit was instantaneous, 
and, desirous to make every possible re- 
paration for the mutual uneasiness he 
had caused them, he became equally 
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anxious with his son to ascertain the fact 
of Miss Aylmer*s being actually under 
my care. To establish this beyond a 
doubt, Meredith instantly adopted the 
readiest method that presented itself, and 
immediately addressed a letter to me, in 
which, briefly stating the nature of his 
feelings, with those of his family, upon 
the subject of Miss Margaret Aylmer's 
conduct, he earnestly entreated me as 
the avowed friend of Miss Aylmer, to 
satisfy his father's mind as to the fact of 
Ellen's being entirely unimplicated in the 
disgrace of her imprudent sister. My 
answer I believe was perfectly satisfac- 
tory to all parties ; for the same evening 
brought me a note from Sir Arthur 
Meredith, requesting permission to in- 
trude on my leisure by a visit the next 
tnoming. I need not tell you that I joy- 
fully accorded it, or that both Ellen and 
myself augured the most agreeable result 
from this interview, 

A fashionable groupe of morning 
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loungers in the train of the Duchess of 
Albemarle were already in ray drawing- 
room when they arrived ; Ellen turned 
excessively pale when they were an- 
nounced, but the deepest crimson dyed 
her cheeks when she perceived Mere- 
dith's complexion somewhatheightened^t 
observing Lord George Somerset assidu^ 
ously hovering near her. Her (Grrace soon 
drew off her party with a marked adieu 
to Miss Aylmer, and gave our visitors an, 
opportunity of entering at large on the 
subject of their visit. With more can- 
dour than ease Sir Arthur apologized 
for intruding himself on my acquaint- 
ance; but he could not rest, he said, 
till he., had personally expressed his re- 
gret for the uneasiness which he feared 
he had occasioned to Miss Aylmer by 
his incredulity of her worth, nor could 
he feel satisfied with himself till he had 
amended his error, by declaring his per- 
fect conviction of her merit, and his final 
approbation of Mr. Meredith's addresses. 
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CirciAQistonceSy mrfaich he confessed had 
before led hkn to diaapprove of fais acm's 
choice, had hitherto kept them at a do* 
taoce; but all misrepresentation beitig 
done away» and all ifnpedimentis now 
happily removed, he did not doubt but 
the future aflfection <^ his family would 
laake her ample amends for their former 
doubts of hw worth. Ellen could not 
answer iiim articulately : her voice faker^ 
ed as she attempted to express her &el-* 
ings} atid the old gentleman, tenderl/ 
saluting her cheek, left Meredith to 
tranquillize her mind, and removed to 
the sofa by the fireside, where he grate- 
fully repeated his thanks for my atien^ 
tion to his wishes, and requesting per- 
mission to bring Lady Meredith and her 
daughter to visit Ellen, as early as was 
agreeable, he shortly took his leave, 
promising Ellen to repeat his visit very 
speedily. Mr. Meredith seemed to have 
iHit little inclination to accompany his 
father j I therefore detained him to din- 
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ner, and left the lovers to talk over the 
fortunate terminiUiion of their grievanceSi 
and arrange their future plan99 whikt I 
passed the rest of the morning in I^ord 
Carloraine's apartment^ where my pre* 
sence was become hourly more necessary^ 
the Earl having been for the last two 
days more than commonly indisposed. 
Accustomed to luxurious and higb-sea- 
soned fare^ and ever addicted to the 
pleaaures of the table> his Loirdahip dis-> 
dained the simple regimen now prescrih* 
ed to him by b^ medical attendwt, and 
stiU <4)stinately coaxed his appetite by 
the S3ght of fwbJddteQ dainties. Already 
weak and enervated by excess of every 
description, this pemicioua indulgesice 
of his taste firoq^ently threw him into 
agonies of extreme bodily sufficing ; audi 
writhing under the severest tortu]:«s oC 
inflammatory gout,, his anger became 
ungovernable if his intempwance was 
even hinted to him as the probable cause 
of his suffering ; things being in this unr 

1.5, 
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comfortable situation, and, daily engaged 
in close altendance upon his Lordship, I 
at length ffelt necessitated to close my 
doors against society. I gave up going 
into public at all, and during this inter- 
val Mr. Meredith became our principal 
domestic visitor. 

At Sir Arthur*s express desire Lady^ 
Meredith and her daughter had repeated- 
ly visited EHen, who was now openly re- 
cognized by the family connexion- as, 
Meredith's future bride ; and Ellen's hap- 
piness being thus secured by a little skil- 
ful perseverance, I felt inexpressible 
satisfaction in communicating it to her 
aunt. 

While this affair was transacting at 
Bath, Lady Aylmer had been carrying 
her youngest daughter into North Wales j 
she had a widowed sister living in Mont<i* 
gomeryshircj) with whom she was desir* 
ous of placing her till the bruit of hev in-, 
discretion had in some degree subsided i 
and the young lady herself, howeveir 
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bronzed by the possession of almost mas* 
cuHne assurance, feeling somewhat un- 
willing to combat the broad grin of cari- 
cature which on all sides met her eye, 
seemed desirous for the present to seclude 
herself from observation, and gladly con- 
sented to pass the summer months with 
her Welsh aunt. A few days after Ellen 
became my gue^t, our famity party re- 
ceived an addition by the arrival of Dr. 
Grey* Thia worthy divine fa^ for some 
years held a li^Hlng in the vicinity 1^ 
Bath, upon which he regularly passed 
the winter, equally dividing his time be- 
tween his Somersetshire benefice, and 
that which he had long possessed in 
Devonshire under the earlier patronage 
of my deceased mother 

He had been resident in the neigh- 
bourhood for some time, and, having ac- 
•cidentally learnt our arrival at Bath from 
the papers, he now eame to pass a few 
days with us prior to his return into 
Devoashire. For many reasons, but 
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priodpally oni9y &Uieir'^ luseenjQt, I re- 
joiced at tht9 most oppojrtun^ visit from 
our clerical frirad* I^rd CarloraiR€» lit- 
tle a» fae re^gwrded his sacred fiipctioB^ had 
nevertheless ever shown Ik. Grey parti- 
ciibir respeety and I was not without 
hopes that during this period hi| per** 
smslve eloquence might impress hi» 
Lprd9fai|>'s mind with a pr^er sense of 
the awfnl truths of religion^ befitting h» 
«tiiation» and those beauties of holiness 
which he so well Icnew how to i»ctileatg» 
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A FEW days tfter the amvia of Dr^ 

Grey a material alteration took place 

in Lord Carloratne, and for the last 

week he visibly grew worse* He bad 

broken, through the restrttots atrktlj 

ei^oiaed him by his pfayskiiais, aad fi^ 

queat fits of indigestion^ occasioned by 

bis persevering in indulgences immical 

to his recovery, had deranged his whole 

system. I strongly remonstrated with 

him on the obvious impropriety of these 

irregularities <^ diet, but my argnmeota 

were of little avail ; his Lordship was &s 

too self-willed to content himself with 

simpler &re, and a total relapse had been 

the consequence of his temerity. Hie 

complaint had returned with increased 

forces dreadfiil spasms sometijeies tinr» 
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tured him even to agony, and a return 
of his former alarming s3rmptoms bespoke 
his danger imminent. 

I witnessed this change with the ut- 
most regret, and, convinced that his own 
obstinacy 'was the sole cause of his pre- 
sent suffering, I beheld him. sinking into 
his grave, the selfedevoted victim of wil- 
ful indiscretion. In this trying interval 
Dr. Grey was almost my only comforter, 
for Montague still remained absent ; and' 
with this estimable friend I held many 
interesting conversations on the subject 
of the EarPs^ religious opinions ; and 
deeply aware of the little importance 
his Lordship attached to the sacred of- 
fices of the church, the worthy man en- 
deavoured to impress them seriously 
upon his mind, and labonred in his vo- 
cation with unremitting assiduity. No- 
thing daunted by the evident ennui of his 
weary auditor, the Doctor daily re- 
newed the subject as opportunity pre- 
sented its^li^ though, l^is pious efforts^ a& 
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hitherto, appeared totally unavailiog.— *• 
111 as he was. Lord Carloraioe invariably 
listened to the worthy divine with his 
habitual politeness ; he heard him to an 
end without any attempt at contradip^- 
tion, and then coldly assenting tO' Im 
arguments, he dismissed the subject, or 
changed it to some other less irksom'e 
to his attention. Dr, Grey however still 
continued' my visitor^ and aware of the 
errors of his Lordidiip's life^ and his ap^ 
proaching dissolution, he occasionally, 
renewed his pious labours, but without 
any hope of obtaining the desired bless-* 
ing of repentance^ or recantation of hia 
former errors* la matters of religion 
the Earl was a perfect infidel ; the bcca* 
sional assumption of it had fully an- 
swered his purpose^ and, satisfied with 
the credit of its outward appearance, he 
had given himself no trouble to acquire 
the reality. 

About this period Lady Aylmer re*, 
turned to London from her journey intd 
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North Wales, and Sir Arthur Meredith 
having acceded to bis aon's ^ish for his 
immediate union with Ellen, their mar* 
cnge was determined upiHi, and wa3 
BOW shortly to take place ; and Ellen, 
hariag taken a £p*atefnl leave pf me, left 
Bath, and returned to her mother's 
hoiiae in town, to prepare for her ap* 
proadbing nuptials. 

Absorbed with mdancfaoly contempla^ 
tkm of the Earl in his present altered 
state, I now passed my time in watdhing 
ibr hours by his bedside, with Dr. Grey, 
my only companion: Extremdy anxious 
&r Montague?s return, I wrote to ap-^ 
prize him of his increased danger, and 
as I impati^itly anticipated his personal' 
msawer to my summons, I beheld with 
added alarm the evident change in the 
Earl : his cfountenance was become livid, 
and: his whole body per&cdy motionless;: 
he sometimes lay for hours apparently 
lifeless, except when his frame, nerved 
by strong ispasms which returned at 
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Stated intervals, shook with the violence 
of internat convulsions ; his eyes were 
dim, and fats sunk and hollow cheeks 
eidiibiled such an unusual appearance 
of ghastliness, that those who had beheld 
him but a few months beiS>re, in the fiiU 
possession c^ bodily health and activity, 
could scarcdy have recognized the 
altered lineaments of his former fea- 
tures.— 

** A death bed's a detector of the heart, 
A iMtma illealf bat of ioy*rti|ii fower. 
Where tJred DliiiaiolatlMi dnppi lh« sMuk 
Thrpofh Ufe*i crlmace, that miitrcti of the leene." 

Never was this awful truth more 
rtrildngly exemplified than in the in- 
stance of Lord Carloraine i for, as long 
as sensibility remained, he habitually 
•ui^orted the character which he had 
previously sustained during the conti- 
nuance of bis long protracted illness : 
he preserved the same insinuating soft* 
ness of manners, except, when irritated 
by opposition, Of su&ring from indis^ 
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cretion, he broke out into paroxyms of 
rage, the effects of which for hours were 
visible on. his shattered frame. 

A few days after Miss Aylmer left 
Bath, Lord Montague returned. Shocked 
almost beyond articulation as I led him 
, to Lord Carloraine's bedside, he gazed 
for an instant with silent awe on the 
dying Earl, and whilst his glaring eyes, 
vaeantly fixed on him, inspired him 
with a feeling little short of horror, he 
anxiously drew me from his apartment, 
and endeavoured to detach my thoughts 
by relating the causes of his lengthened 
absence from Bath. 

He had been at first detained in town 
by military business, but, having taken 
leave of Lord Rathfamham's family, 
he was at last setting out for Bath^ when 
he was suddenly called to Richmond by 
a letter from Mrs. Aylmer. It appeared 
that a family consultation had been held 
upon the subject of Ellen's marriage, 
in consequence of which Lady Aylmer 
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had imprudently ventured upon a renewal 
of her former applications to the old 
lady, in the hope that, as the eldest 
daughter was about to be so eligibly es* 
tablished, she. would in some sort redeem 
the tarnished fame of her youngest, by 
providing for her in a way which would 
enable them to demand the promised 
acquiescence of Lord Arran to lus son's 
marriage with her, could tlieir inde* 
pendence be ascertained. Sir Edward, 
having some little afiairs of his . own ta 
get disposed o^ and which he hoped to 
cajole his ^^ good aunt '' into- settling for 
him, before he could allow himself to 
think for his sister, declined making this 
trial of her benevolence, lest it should 
counteract his own views; and the old 
Tady, previously irritated hy the conduct 
of. her Ladyship respecting the Bath 
business, and exceedingly scandalized 
by the adventure at Borough-Bridge, 
was too much exasperated at their 
^^ insolence ^^ as she termed- it, in pre- 
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sumingto dictate to her respectiog the. 
disposal of her property, to listen to 
their plan, and still less inclined than 
ever to lend herself to their new scheme. 
She had ever disliked Margaret, but 
her n'ame was now become odious to 
her ears ; and Lady Aylmer, fearful of 
destroying her future expectations, 
warily withdrew herself from the coming 
storm, ami hastened back to London 
with the tidings of her ill success. In 
consequence of this application, Mrs. 
Aylmer^ who amidst her increased indis- 
position had long meditated the legal 
dispoKtion of her property, sent in 
haste for Montague to consult him re- 
specting it ; she wished for his opinion 
as to her testamentary intentions towards 
the relatives of her deceased husband, 
though as to the disposal of her private 
fortune, which being very ample had 
been principally secured by settlement 
on her marriage with General Aylmer, 
her mind had been long determined. 
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She wished^ she assnred him» to do if hat 
was^ stricdj eqaitaUe bj her husband's 
family; and she was particularly 
anxious ta do justice to the merits of 
her eldest mece^ upon the event of her 
approaching marriage with Mr. Me* 
redith, by a proportiooate liberality; 
but she positively avowed her determi* 
nation never to give her sister Margaret 
a shilling of her property whilst she 
lived, and that what she considered 
herself as bound to bequeath to her at 
her ^ath, from motives of respect to 
the memory of her deceased husband^ 
die meant to secure in such a manner^ 
as would eflSectually prevent her from 
squandering it like her mothen Ccm* 
vinced that all attempts to dumge her 
res<rfve would be wholly fruitless,. Mon^ 
tague fbrbofe to remoastiate with her 
in her present tone of mind; but ve«* 
feriSDg her to his solicitor for inSorta^ 
tton as to the arrangement of her in«- 
tended bequests, he uiged llm propriety 
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of their immediate settlement by will; 
for he discerned in the few days he 
staid with her at Richmond, that her 
health had undergone much alteration 
since we parted from her in January; 
and he feared if her benevolent arrange- 
ments were much longer delayed, the 
death of our venerable friend might 
frustrate our present intentions, and 
leave Lady Aylmer and her youngest 
daughter, for whom notwithstanding all 
their errors, he could not divest himself 
of pity, entirely dependant on the ge- 
nerosity of the young Baronet, who as 
heir at law would inevitably succeed to 
the possession of the estates. This ^air, 
and their numerous consultations upon 
the subject, had hitherto detained Mon- 
tague ; ' but OR receiving the intelligence 
of the EarPs danger, he at length left 
town and returned to Ba:th« The Me- 
redith family were gone to London to 
be present at the wedding, for Sir Ar- 
thur, considering himself as having in* 
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jured Ellen by his former ill-placed 
suspicions, now believed that he could 
not sufficiently show his regard ; and 
although he never exhibited much ap* 
pearance of cordiality towards Lady 
Aylmer, his approbation of her daughter 
was manifested on all occasions. Mrs* 
Aylmer performed her part with appro- 
priate liberality ; and the necessary pre« 
liminaries being finally adjusted, the 
day at length arrived, and the nuptials, 
with due regard to ton^ were solemnized 
at St. George's, Hanover Square. Sir 
Edward gave away the bride, and the 
newspapers as usual descanted in due 

form on the bewitching loveliness of 

to 

her smiles, and the costly elegance of 
her Brussels lace robes, &c. &c. &c. 
The happy pair had before paid their 
duty to their venerable aunt, and as 
sQon as Lady Aylmer had announced 
its .celebration to all her acquaintance, 
by a liberal distribution of the splendid 
l)ridal favours, exhibited by the livened 
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beaux of the Opera Lobby, daring the 
following week they set out en cwGukadc 
to pass the honey-moon at Sir Arthur's 
seat in Carnarvonshire* I received a 
handsome letter from Mrs. Meredith 
upon the occasion of her marriage ; she 
considered herself, she averred, as solely 
indebted to me for her present hap^ 
piness, and as long as she existed sh^ 
professed herself unable to fi>rget her 
obligations. I rejoiced sincerely in the 
happy completion of her hopes, and 
duly expressed my felicitations on the 
subject ; but from this momentary feel- 
ing of joy, I was qieedily recalled by 
the dreadfiil &te of Lord Carloraine* 
Two days g( extreme agony had re- 
duced his wasted frame to a mere 
skeleton^ and, entirely destroying all 
remains of bodily sensibility^ I at length 
abandoned my last hope of his reeo* 
very. Althouj^ he was sow evidentiy 
past the reach of human aid, he was 
Mt for an instant left without medical 
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attendance. Not the slightest symptom 
of inteUigence now lighted his closing 
eye, and although mournfully convinced 
that my presence could no longer be of 
use, I still lingered by his bedside, clasp- 
ing his cold hands, and gazing with 
agonizing anxiety upon his countenance, 
as the terrific shades of death gathered 
visibly over it. 

Prom this dreadful scene Montague at 
Iwigth removed me to ray own apart- 
ment, and, wearied out by a long series 
of painful watching, I slept soundly for 
some hours. Awaking at day-break, 
I rang to inquire how the Earl had 
passed the night, and was told that he 
^ was better. Rejoiced at a change for 
which I ha,d not dared to hope, I com- 
posed myself to sleep again, and rising 
some hours after, I was preparing to go 
to his apartment, when Montague en- 
tered my chamber, and to my anxious 
inquiry of him respecting the Earl, 
Norris answered that he was better, 
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*' Much better, my Lady," she repeated 
'With emphatic earnestness; ^^ He is in 
HtaveUj I hope! '^ 

Instantly comprehending this inti- 
mation of his departure, I sunk speech- 
less into a chair ; a flood of tears soon 
relieved me, and as I wept unrestraint 
edly on the bosom of Montague, he 
tenderly endeavoured to calm the agi- 
tation which this event, however antici- 
pated/ could not fail to excite* I soon 
however became more composed, and 
convinced that every effort of human 
ability had been exerted for his nslief, 
\ £E>rbore to indulge myself in frnitlesas 
latxi^ntation. I abstained irom all un- 
necessary expressions of regret; but I 
strove in vain to divest my mind of that 
trembling anxiety, with which I had* 
long fearfully contemplated the uncer- 
tainty of his fate in another world. 

" He is in Heaven I hope ! '* I fer* 
vently ejaculated as this dreadful doubt 
dwelt on my mind; it incessantly 
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haunted my thoughts,, and, in spite of 
Montague's affectionate rhetoric, and 
the happiest efibrts of Dr. Grey, occu- 
pied many melancholy hours of reflec- 
tion after the Earl's death, but conscious 
that the strongest efforts had been ex- 
erted to awaken the light of religion in 
his departing soul, I strove to compose ^^ 
Ay mind into submission to the will of 
the Alm^bty, .nor dare impiously to 
arraign by unavailing sorrow the in- 
scrutable decrees of an omnipotent 
Creator. 

** Forbear to judge, for we are sinners oil : 
Xaoie vp'kis iByey, anl tfrav the ctrlain olMe, 
And let.at «U tooediUUion/' 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 



X^ORD Montague took upon himself 
the necessary regulations for the Earl's 
funeral* He sent his remains, suitably 
attended, to the family vault in Wilt- 
shire; and this ceremony over, we re- 
turned to London, and took possession 
of our magnificent residence in Caven- 
dish Square. Lord Carloraine had died 
without a will : the Wiltshire estate went 
with the title to a distant branch of the 
family, and the other property which he 
possessed amounted to a mere trifle. — 
The unrestrained plunders of Mrs. Sut- 
ton and her successors had left little 
more than necessary furniture in the 
town^house, and Jn that which he had 
for some years rented at Brighton, 
scarcely more than the bare walls were 
remaining ! 
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Montague examined into his aflkirs 
with the most scrupulous attention ; he 
gave directions for the immediate liqui- 
dation of all the legal demands upon his 
property, but of those improperly deno* 
minated ^^ debts of honour'' he waved 
all consideration, till the just demands of 
his tradesmen were discharged. In the 
course of this examination, such a mul- 
tiplicity of nefarious transactions came 
to light, that, more and more disgusted 
by the discovery which he was daily 
making of the EarPs former connexions, 
he . felt relieved from an intolerable 
weight when his task was concluded. 

Lord Carloraine died in March, and 
early ia April we removed to Cavendish 
Square. For some time after our return 
our family connexion chiefly engrossed 
our time ; but as soon as the first few 
weeks of our mourning had elapsed, and 
we began to appear abroad, our doors 
were of course open to our friends, and 
the necessary return of these visits of 
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oeremonyy added to the snperintendaiice 
of decoratioiis fof oor new residence^ 
which Montague waa fittii^ up m a style 
of classic splendour properly suited to 
his fortune and rank^ occupied a con<* 
siderable portion of our time. Inces- 
santly engaged in a round of visits 
abroad, or a perpetual succesuon of par** 
ties at home^ in which the return of 
Lord Ratfafamham and other incidental 
oircumstances involved ms, I began tir 
ftel wearied of this routine c^ pleasiire9> 
and almost to languish for the revivify** 
ing sight of a green field and mrali Inxn«> 
Ties. . I looked forward with impatience 
to the birth-day 9 immediate^ i^r which 
we proposed to go for a few weeks to 
Richmond, prior to. our journey into 
Devonshire, where we had promised to 
pass the early months of liiummen Lady* 
Rathfarnham, then near her confinement 
with her iiflh child, had not yet beea 
presented as ambassadress on her return 
from the Russian Court, having hitherto 
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delayed it on account of indisposition ; 
but as this ceremony must inevitably 
take place before she left town for Wil- 
ton Abbey, she fixed it for her Majesty's 
drawing-room held on the King^s birth* 
day, and so much pressed me to accom- 
pany her en trains that although I had 
before determined not to visit St. James'a 
till the expiration of my mourning for 
Lord Carloraine, I could not refiise to 
comply with her desire. 

Lady Rathfarnham loved show, and on 
this occasion she went to court in a 
style of .magnificence adapted to the 
high station which her Lord had held in 
•Russid* Mourning however admits of 
so little decoration, that my dress neces*- 
sarily presented but a gloomy contrast to 
the dazzling splendours of her appear- 
ance, and, simply habited in black velvet 
and diamonds, I accompanied her to St. 
James's, where her Ladyship, ever dis- 
tinguished as a favourite, was now par- 
tially welcomed by the cordial smile of 
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Majesty. The King had been indis- 
posed^ and his first appearance for some 
time having been expected on this day, 
the drawing-room was unusually crowd- 
ed. The dooFfi had been kept closed for 
the purpose of keeping the room cool 
till her Majesty's entrance^ but when, 
upon a signal from the Lord Chamber- 
lain, they were at length thrown open, 
the pressure became so violent, particu- 
larly within the circle, that as soon as 
the ceremony of Lady Rathfarnham's 
presentation was Over, I made my way 
to a window near the bottom of the 
room, scarcely able to respire from the 
excessive closeness of the atmosphere. 
The heat of the room, added to the 
weight of my velvet dress, oppressed me 
almost to fainting, and I was resting lan- 
guidly against the window for air, when 
Lady Susan Somerset, the eldest daugh- 
ter of the Duchess of Albemarle, who 
had accompanied ys to Court, exclaimed, 
^' Gracious Heaven! there's Lord May- 
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nooth behind us." For some months 
Lord Maynooth had escaped my recol- 
lection, so fully had it been occupied 
with other matters. I had not heard of 
his return to England, and, alarmed by 
her exclamation, I turned round and be- 
held him at my elbow ! I know not how 
I felt ; a sudden faintness came over me, 
the whole room appeared in a whirl, and 
I should infallibly have fallen upon the 
floor, had not somebody near me, per- 
ceiving me change colour, drawn me 
from ^the crowd, and supported me. into 
the anti-chamber. The windows were 
open, and a cool breeze blowing from 
without, I was almost recovered, when 
Montague, alarmed at the report of my 
sudden indisposition, which had spread 
quickly through the circle, came in haste 
from the drawing-room to see what had 
happened. 

Almost at the same moment Lord 
Maynooth, conjecturing the nature of 
my feelings, and pained by the emotions 
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which his presence had evidently occa- 
sioned, made his way through the crowd 
with a bottle of salts, which he had pro-* 
cured for my relief irom some of the 
ladies in the drawing-room. Never can 
I forget his countenance when his eyea 
encountered Montague ! a glow of the 
deepest scarlet flushed instantly over his 
&ce, but hastily recovering himself, with 
a promptitude of manner highly honour* 
able to his heart, he pressed immediately 
forwards, and extending his band grace- 
fully, presented it to Lord Montague. 
Not a syllable was uttered by either, but 
the action itself spok|i volumes ! Mon* 
tague, though possibly sur{»rised, nevep 
theless met this cordial overture, of his 
young antagonist with equal readiness, 
and unhesitatingly accepting his ofifered 
hand, their treconciliation was instan- 
taneous, and probably marked with more 
interest than the real origin of their dif- 
ference. The agitation which this inci- 
dent, however gratifying, had thrown me 
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into, rendered me desirous of getting 
home immediately. I could with diffi- 
culty restrain my tears, and desiring 
Montague to make my excuses to Lady 
fiath&mham^ wha was still detained in 
the circle, as soon as the carriage drew 
u(^ I drove back to Cavendish Square, 
accompanied by La^ Susati. A splen* 
did dinner party at Lord Rath&mham's 
was to conclude the day, and I hoped, 
by leaving the drawing-room early, to 
obtain a quiet hour before I went to 
Berkeley Square. The drawing*room 
was not cleared till very late, and Lady 
Rathiarnham, who was unavoidably de^ 
tained at Court, returned sinking with 
fatigue after her party were mostly a»* 
sembled. Wearied out by a repetitiiMi 
of the same unnecessary questions, asked 
by hundreds of her acquaintance, in a 
hundred diiierent ways, she had' now a 
task somewhat different to perform at 
home; but dispirited with the exertion 
oir the morning, having, as she affirmed. 
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nearly talked herself to death, she had 
scarcely strength to congratulate me 
upon the reconciliation between Mon- 
tague and Lord Maynooth, the report of 
which had reached her in the Royal pre- 
sence. 

The next morning Lord Maynooth 
left his name at my door, with an in- 
quiry after my health. This little inci- 
dent afforded me infinite pleasure, for it 
incpntestably proved that hi$ conduct at 
St. James*^ was not merely from the sud- 
den impiilse of the moment, but the* re- 
wit of a deliberate conviction of his 
former error, and a few days afterwards 
their ' reconciliation was more strongly 
o^emented ; for- at a ball at the Duchess 
of Albemarle^s, where his Lordship was 
bf the party, he purposely sought an op- 
portunity of being particularly presented 
to me, and apologized for the alarm he 
had so unguardedly occasioned. He had 
taken some pains to procure this inter- 
.view, as her Gxace, with whom - he- had 
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previously held a long conference re- 
specting it, informed me. He considered 
himself, he assured her^ materially bene- 
fited by the reflections for which his long 
confinement had given him leisure, and 
he felt himself indebted to Montague 
for some abatement of his almost pro- 
verbial impetuosity. He candidly ac- 
knowledged the impropriety of his con- 
duct respecting their duel i but, he added, 
that the forbearance and magnanimity of 
Lord Montague, through the whole af- 
fair, had afibrded him an example which 
he should for the future proudly adopt. 
From this time we became not merely 
acquainted, but were even upon intimate 
visiting terms, and I must cIo Lord May- 
nooth the justice to declare, for it. was 
on all hands allowed, that since his ren- 
contre with Montague, the " state of 
Denmark'' was much altered, and. strik- 
jingly for the best. 
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A SHORT time afterwards we left 
town for Richmond: Lord and Lady 
Rath&mham were ali'eady gone into 
Devonshire, and after a stay of a few 
weeks we purposed foUowing them to 
Wilton Abbey. We found Mrs. Aylmer 
extremely ill, nearly deprived of the use 
of her limbs ; she was occasionally mov- 
ed about her apartments in a wheel- 
chair, and I heard, with regret, that 
she had not ventured down staifs for 
some time. An alarming change was 
perceptible in her personal s^pearance: 
she knew, she said, that she could not 
hold out much longer ; and in some of 
their confidential interviews, she inform- 
ed Montague that she had appointed him 
executor to her will. Aware of the 
trouble and inconvenience arising from 
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the connexion in which it w6uld nn^ 
ayoidablj involve him with the Aylmer 
£imily, Montague would ^giadfy have 
been spared this iirikaome office, but, on* 
willing to distress our aged friend bj op- 
posing her wishes, he forbore to hint lua 
dislike of the ^ypointment, and as her 
heart had rested satisfied in the cem 
tainty of his accepting it^ he promised^ 
however reluctantly, to discharge the 
painM trust she had reposed in him. 
Lady Aylmer was going upon a visit 
into Carnarvonshire, where the Mere* 
diths were settled upon an estate of Sir 
Arthur's, but having by some means 
been apprized of Mjts. Ayfaner's pro* 
posed distribution of her fortune, she, 
had so tormented her with her ^^dear 
Margaret,'' that the old lady, roused into 
sarcasm by her determinedperseverance, 
calmly asked her Ladyship's permission 
to consult her own inclination in the dis* 
posal of her property ; and, weary of the 
ungrateful them«, submissively begged 
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her to take herself back to London^ 
again, both ber company and conversa- 
tion being altogether disagreeable to her. 
Accustomed to 'such civil speeches from 
her offended relative, Lady Aylmer re- 
ceived her mandate of dismission with- 
out any visible symptom of resentment } 
she obeyed it as soon as^ it suited her 
convenience to depart, but not until she 
had wrung, though somewhat tardily, 
from the " widoxvs cruse^** a sum suffi- 
cient to defray the expenses of her jour- 
ney into Carnarvonshire, from whence 
she proposed, for want of better amuse- 
ment, or at least of the means of procur- 
ing it, to extend her visit into that part 
of the principality where Miss Margaret 
was still immured under the protection 
of her aunt Herbert. Margaret appeared 
to endure her confinement there with 
impatience; a few mountain 'Squires 
composed but ,a limited circle for the 
display of her attractive powers, and the 
marriage of her sister, under such far 

1 
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vourable circumstances, added to the 
biting remembrance of indiscretion 
which might for ever preclude her own, 
excited in her bosom sentiments of envy 
and remorse. Her military lover, after 
a few pining letters movingly bewailing 
their cruel destiny, had gradually slack- 
ened his attention, and having by d€« 
grees prudently dropped all correspond- 
ence with her, was now become very 
warm in his addresses to a rich heiress 
in the north. Sir Edward also, during 
the late spring, had deeply angered his 
" good aunt.*' Upon his first entrance 
into the Guards he had modestly con- 
tented himself with an humble curricle 
and a pair of grooms, which he soon ex- 
changed for a fashionable barouche, with 
the indispensable appendage of an ex- 
pensive set of horses. Mrs. Aylmer, 
however, bore it patiently, and aware 
of the contagious example of youthful 
folly, she refrained from expressing her 
displeasure at his new purchase j but 
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whenciB defiance .of her knoiiiitopimoD €at 
tibie atdgttct^ he opeidy appeared in tibe 
anrnial prQcesBion ofrthe Whip Club, and 
the newspapecs duly'descdbed the splen* 
did equipage of the stylish Baronet^ her 
wrath, khew no bounda, and venting her 
anger in a. torrent of spirited invecttvey. 
she drove him from her presence, pro- 
testing thatshe wjould never give another • 
shilling for the support of such wicked*- 
aess, whibt the honest del>ts o£ his dead 
fiither remained. unheeded and unpaid ! 
. The perpetttd' recurrence of diese do* 
aesttc broils had. entirely destroyed the 
BquBxamity of her temper^ and as they 
became more frequent, her deposition 
became still more irritable j the slightest 
opposition to her wishes now offended 
her, and it was very hard, she said^ that 
ahe^ who had never had any children of 
her own to distress her, should be^ ha* 
lassed in her old age by the indiscre- 
tion of those of others. Amidst these 
repinings^ as her health dedined, her 
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Mind d$3f beetme lesa capable of e&- 
crtion^ and it is possible that, bad not 
Montague prudent^ tugged the necessity 
^ dispatch to her sdkitor,^ she would 
Bot at hst have bequeathed her pro* 
perty as Ae had origiBally des^ned.— * 
£oi;tunately however for the young Ba» 
ronety who dared iiot now show his &ce 
at Richmond, every thing was settled aa 
to her testamentary bequests; and bee 
willy properly executed, waa finally plac- 
ed nut the: hands of her sdieitoYy or it la 
probable that if a dread of the fatigue 
arising from a new arrangemoit had noA 
deterred her from attenq[itii^ it, she 
would .have cancelled &e ftrmer wiU^ 
and left her estates for the endowment 
of national charities, rather than suffer 
the ungrateful relatives of her deceased 
husband to inherit any part of her pro^ 
perty. 

These domestic grievances, daily re« 
capitulated, rendered our stay less plea* 
sant than heretofore ; but the time at 
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length arrived at which we had fixed ta 
leave Richmond. We parted amidst 
abundance of tears on both sides, and, 
taking the road into Devonshire, on the 
next evening reached Wilton Abbey.-*— 
Lord Rathfarnham and the Countess 
were from home ; for, not apprized of- 
the exact day of out arrival, they were 
gone for a few days upon a distant visit 
in the country. During their absence I 
found ample leisure to indulge in the 
endearing ' recollection of many happy 
years passed in Devonshire before. I 
had not been at Wilton Abbey for some 
time before my marriage, and as we now 
leisurely wandered over its ample de- 
mesne, and I retraced the dearly re- 
membered scenes of early happiness, the 
virtues of the departed gratefully arose 
in my recollection, and I shed many a 
pensive tear over the memory of my 
revered mother. In these interesting 
rambles Lord Montague was my only 
companion, and, 'arm in arm, we ex- 
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jplored together our well known haunts 
at a former period on the sea-shore } 
we rambled as formerly every evening 
amongst the cliffi, and when twilight at 
length brought us home from this fa- 
vourite stroll, iiaUowed, as Montague 
.phrased it, by the recollection of ** an- 
cient love makings,'' our literary ac- 
quaintance in the library claimed our 
grateful recognition* The place was 
k^t up in the same style as formerly ; no 
change, except from the indispensable ad- 
dition of some few fashionable requisites, 
had taken place in its interior ; the fur- 
niture remained in the same situation, 
and the tasteful arrangement of the 
library, fitted up many years since under 
the direction of Lady Carloraine, was 
most religiously preserved. The respect 
so apparent in every instance of his con- 
duct to the memory of our beloved mo- 
ther drew Lord Rathfarnbam still more 
cloaely to my heart, and I anticipated 
with pleasure . the grateful feelinga of 
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<Forte8cne, when after the "^ long lapse 
of years^ which has divided us, he shall 
return to his native countiy, and behold 
tiie home of ^mr ^fbrefiithers unaltered^ 
the -ties of fraternal affixation, unchanged* ! 

Lord Rathfarnham^ Tetumed to the 
abbey as soon- as he was informed ofour 
arrival, and the Countess^ who travelled 
more slowly, followed him in tJie even* 
ing. We passed a delightful summer 
vHlth them, and early in August Lotd 
fiath^strnham and Montague aqinnn* 
panied Captain Grarth, who had been 
staying a hw wades with us in Deioxi* 
shire^ to his brother's seat near Norths . 
allerton, for the purpose ictf grouse- 
sbootii^. 

Lord Northallerton, Lady Raifafam* 
ham's eldest brother, had Inmifonsome 
yean a widower; and.haVingireeen%ilost 
Ins only son irom a aemee JUn^ at 
Cambridge, this melancholy xffcum- 
stancetpreyed sadeeply on his mind:tfaat 
he couM scareely be prevailed oipon rto 
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leave the soUtoifeiiiiiifhidi he had bitter- 
ly if^olfy^baried-hioiseEP^ tmd Montague 
readily £^»ed6d to 'their propoi^on df 
going for ai&w weelos t» enUven it. They 
liad been gone something more than a 
.£>rtnight9 when JLady iRothfarnhom and 
myself, taking 4itdvantage of their ab- 
aence, vohinteeral a visit for a few days 
to our iiiend I^. Grey. Me was vege- 
tating in his tCttstomary old bacheIor-lik« 
style at his parsonage >in the ne^boum- 
hood, busify oecupied in the important 
care of his grapes and nectaiines ; but 
havii^ so &t succeeded as to lure him 
irom his :retreat to accompany us back 
to Wilton, ^we were cmie day upon our 
usual morning drive, courteously esoort* 
ed by our TeneraMb beau upon his 
equally v^aerable white horse, Viiien we 
weresuddenly recalled to the abbey by 
a letter from Sir Edward A^dsser to an^ 
Bounce the-idarming ibdaipogition dT l»s 
aunt, :aad :an ^earnoit nqueit for lord 
Montague'simiimliate jpn^ Bteh- 
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jnond. I insitantly . dispatched an ex- 
press to recall Montague out of York- 
shire, and would have hastened to Rich- 
mond to attend her mysdf^ had not Lady 
Rath&rnbam, aided by the. eloquence of 
Dr. Grey, urged so many powerful argu- 
ments against it, that convinced of their 
justice I at length yielded niy wishes, 
although I could with difficulty reconcile 
myself to this seeming desertion of my 
valued friend in her last moments. The 
distress of a death-bed. scene, added to 
the fatigue of a long journey performed 
with extraordinary haste, might possibly 
have occasioned* the demolition of my 
parental hopes, and it was more than 
probable that our revered friend would 
be released from her sufferings before I 
could possibly reach Richmond ; it was 
thierefore almost criminal to risk the 
safety of my |)romised Messing by indis- 
cretion, and convinced of the propriety 
of these observations, I relinquished all 
thoughts of going to Richmond i but I 
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waited with no small anxiety for news 
from Montague, who fortunately arrive^ 
there in time to close her eyes. A tern* 
porary insensibility was the prelude to 
lier departure; but before her dissolu- 
tion took place she bad several lucid in- 
tervals, which she invariably employed in 
discoursing with him on the final settle- 
ment of her affairs, most of ^ which re- 
mained as they had been arranged during 
our last visit ; and the near approach of 
death, lessening her former animosities, 
had rendered her mqre patient towards 
the offending part of her family. Lady 
Aylmer had visited her frequently since 
her return from Carnarvonshire ^ and on 
some of these occasions, perceiving her 
altered disposition, she had ventured to 
bring her daughter Margaret, who, re- 
cently emerged from her solitude in 
NOTth Wales, had brought back with her 
some portion of shame and sorrow for 
her past conduct, the salutary effects of 
her long seclusion with Mrs. Herbert 
VOL, ni. ^ L 
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Mrs. Aylmer, notwithstanding her pre- 
sent staid demeanour, gave her little 
credit, as it appeared, for ,any real altera-, 
tipn: she attributed her apparent amend- 
ment rather to the want of a more ex-, 
tensive sphere of action than to want of 
inclination ^to pursue her former follies ; 
but having at her mother's earnest re-, 
quest vouchsafed her forgiveness, she 
once rnore^ though with exceeding ' re- 
luctance, admitted her to her presence. 
Margaret was at Richmond with her mo- 
ther when Montague arrived, and in 
ope of her confidential conversations 
Mrs. Aylmer earnestly besought him to 
take the charge of this recreant girl, at 
least so far as related to her pecuniary 
concerns. ^' I do not ask you," said she, 
f ' to entrench on your domestic comfort, 
nor do I ask you to harass my dear 
Frances by her society, but for my sake, 
and for the sake of my departed husband, 
I entreat you not to abandcm her to in- 
&my and disgrace. Lady Montague's 
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friendship alone saved her smter, And if 
she is realty sorry for her past faults^ it 
may also save her; it win at least calm 
aiy'last moments to know that dhe will 
accord it to her, and if this coQlfort is 
deigned me I shall yet die in peace." 
Impressively as this request was made, 
Montague paused ere he finally acceded 
to it The idea of any, and much more 
of such, an intimate connexion with the 
Aylmer, family, was of all others the 
Qiost repugnant to his feelings; but 
aware of the solicitude with which our 
4ying friend clung to this last hope, he 
at length quieted her mind by an assur- 
ance that he wOuId accept the unwel* 
eome office she had invested him with, 
in consequence of which a codicil in 
Margaret's favour was finally added to 
her will. Montague daily wrote me an 
account of all that passed, but implored 
me not to entertain a thought of leaving 
Wilton Abbey, in the vain hope of sooth- 
ing the departing moments of my dying 

L 2 
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firiend) who' having recently changed for 
the worsts not the smallest probability 
of her recovery remained. A total in- 
sensibility soon absorbed her faculties; 
but a few moments of recollection pre- 
ceding her dissolution, in this interest- 
ing interval she breathed her last in 
Montague^s arms. 

M^. Aylmer, according to her previa 
ous desire, was interred without ostenta- 
tion under a plain monument in Rich- 
mond Church, and as soon as the funeral 
was over Montague reluctantly entered 
upon the task which had devolved upon 
him. To Sir Edward Aylmer, as her 
proper heir, she gave the whole of her 
landed property, except the house at 
Richmond, which, as a memorial of her 
regard fer my deceased mother, she 
affectionately bequeathed with its appen- 
dages to me. For Mrs. Meredith she 
had liSerally provided on her marriage, 
a trifling legacy was therefore all that 
she now gave her; and passing over Lady 
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Ay]mer already portioned by an ample 
jointure^ though insufficient for her 
wants^ she gave the residue of her pQ9* 
sessions to her niece Margaret, in the 
event of her future marriage^ but solely 
dependant on the express condition of 
XiOi'd Montague's approbation of her 
conduct, in failure of which it reverted 
to a distant branch of her family. 

Somewhat distressed by a dause so 
inimical to his feeUngs, Montague took 
an early opportunity of informing Miss 
Aylmer of its extent, and whatever else 
bad passed respecting it in the last mo- 
ments of her aunt; and in the presence 
of Lady Aylmer and Sir Edward, he 
apprized her of the conditional legacy 
bequeathed to her, and of Us acceptance 
of the office of her guardian or trustee. 
He candidly confessed that this trust 
was most unwelcome to him; but in 
grateful remembrance of Mrs. Aylmer's 
early kindness to himself, he considered 
that he was bound, as he assured her, to 
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accede Ito her desire, and be should 
therefore most tenaciously discharge the. 
duty she had innposed on him, Margaret 
listened with many tears whilst Mon« 
tague, anxious for a proper understand- 
ing betweeti thero, enterod at large into 
his expectations of the future rectitude 
of. her conduct, upon which alone^ he 
reiterated, depended his interference in 
her. concerns. The condition of the 
legacy being left so wholly dependant 
upon his approbation, he professed, gave 
him much pain ; but, avowing his deterr 
» mination to adhere most . religiously to 
the declared intentipn of the bequest, 
he added, that he .hoped he should at no 
distant period have the happin^s of rer 
signing it unconditionally into her own 
power. 

This. clause was probably not very 
agreeable in its construction to Miss 
Aylmer, though evidejitly salutary in its 
operation ; for, assured that her interest 
djepisnd^d upon Lord Montague's ap- 
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proval of her future conduct, she pru- 
dently resolved to secure it by persever- 
ing in her present rational habits, and 
looking forward in the hope of her re- 
spectability being in some measure re- 
trieved by our united sanction, she with 
much humility expressed her resolution 
to deserve his good opinion, and as soon 
as the necessary forms of reading the 
will, &c. &c. had been gone through, die 
returned with her mother to London. 

Montague staid at Richmond no 
longer than was requisite to settle the 
affairs confided to him. He retained 
such of the domestics as chose to con- 
tinue in our service, but as the esta- 

« 

blishment unavoidably underwent some 
change, he left the vacancies to be filled 
up at leisure. 

Business relative to other matters stiH 
kept him in town ; but the first week in 
September brought Lord Rathfarnham 
back to the Abbey, accompanied by some 
Sporting friends, whose devastation of 
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his hares and partridges bore ample tes* 
tioiony to their labours, in the field. 
Vexed at Montague's absence when be 
had anticipated his society, and fearful 
lest the daily havoc of his game should 
leave him but little save the refuse of 
the sport. Lord Rathfarnham urged his 
return into Devonshire, and incited to 
it by the fidgetting impatience of my 
brother, I also began to count the hours 
till his return. At length towards the 
middle of September he arrived, and a 
weight of uneasiness seemed removed 
from my mind. , Montfigue was well, but 
I fancied unusually serious ; he met me 
with all his accustomed warmth of re- 
gard, but as I watched his countenance 
unobserved during the evening, I per- 
ceived it clouded with an air of deep 
thought, such as I had seldom remariced 
but when something of importance occu- 
pied his mind. I attributed this abstrac- 
tion to the melancholy scene he had re- 
cently witnessed, and to the trial his 
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feelings had undergone by the death of 
kis more than mother. It was natural 
that he should feel her loss most acutely^ 
and I gave him credit for emotions which 
at that moment did not operate on his 
mind. A nearer and a dearer interest 
pressed heavily on his hearty and, utterly 
at a loss how to prepare me for the im-* 
pending evil, Montague suffered the 
bight to elapse without apprizing me of 
my &te. We were destined to part ! a 
dreadful and indeterminate separation 
was already decided upon, and in the 
morning I gained by mere accident a 
l:nowledge of the misery that awaited 
me. Montague rose early, but the 
breakfast room was still empty when I 
descended to it nearly an hour after- 
wards. Our visitors were out upon a 
shooting party; the Countess was not 
yet visible; and supposing that Mon- 
tague,, as was his custom, had walked 
out to the stable-yard, I went to the 
library fox s^ book to beguile the time till 

l5 
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breakfast. As I stept lightly over the 
carpet, Montague's voice, speaking yfiiH 
impressive earnestness to Lord Rathfarn* 
ham, caught my attention, and I listened 
for a moment without power to advance 
a step — " I know not how to break it to 
her," said he, continuing their conver- 
sation as they stood in the bow-window 
with their backs towards me, ^' but 
something must be done immediately, 
I must be in town again by the twenty- 
fourth ; Moore is already prepared for 
our co-operation, and "every other con- 
sideration must be abandoned." I felt 
as if the hand of death was upon me : the 
words, " Moore is prepared for our co* 
operation^^ struck upon my heart with 
agony, and the pensive cloud which 
hung over Montague the preceding 
evening was fully explained; for General 
Moore had long been his &vourite com- 
panion in arms, and at this critical 
period had recently embarked for Spain, 
whither Montague's regimept was now 
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ordered to join him. With difficulty I 
moved towards a chair; the noise I made 
in reaching it quickly drew their atten- 
tion^ and my pale countenance and 
suffocating sighs soon informed them 
that their conversation had been over* 
heard. Alarmed and distressed beyond 
. expression, Montague vainly endeavour- 
ed to soothe me, while Lord Rathfam- 
ham equally surprised, but less agitated, 
rang loudly for assistance. I was in-* 
stantly removed to my apartment, and 
after an interval of some hours regained 
sufficient composure to appear agaia be* 
low. The presenee of visitors naturally 
imposled a restraint upon my feelings^ 
and, commanding some exertion of forti- 
tude, I at length gained resolution to 
listen to all that Montague had to in- 
form me on this dreadful subject. Mea- 
sures for the aid of the suffering patriots 
in Spain had been resolved upon by the 
Cabinet of St. James's : and Sir John 
Moore, upon whom the command of the 
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British army in Portugal had devolved 
by the recall of the other commanderB to 
England, to attend the inquiry instituted 
into their conduct after the disgracrful 
convention of Cintra, was ordered to 
^ect a junction between the Spanish 
forces and those under his command. 
He received his appointment on the 6th 
October, at Lisbon j but six weeks be- 
fore the British Government had deter- 
mined to send an army into the North of 
Spain. A number of veteran troops had 
been appointed to this service^ and in an 
arrangement so flattering to the feelings 
of Englishmen, the regiment of Mon- 
tague had been particularly selected for 
its known bravery and experience. 

From his acknowledged military talents 
, Montague was destined to participate itf 
the command, and he now waited only 
for the departure of the first division, 
which was still detained at Portsmouth, 
to accompany the second, to which he 
had been appointed. Deeply interested 
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in the cause of the oppressed Spaniards, 
and desirous to afford them every relief 
which the British arms could command, 
the Privy Council sat early and late for 
dispatch of business, and Montague's 
personal attendance on it was conse- 
quently hourly necessary; Our immedi* 
ate departure &om Wilton Abbey was 
therefore unavoidable, and with a heavy 
heart I once more bade adieu to the 
tranquil shades of Devons^iire. 



f-" 



CHAPTER XXXVIIl. 



In London all was bustle and prepa* 
ration; but for my own part, sunk in 
grief and engrossed by my private af* 
fliction; I abandoned myself wholly to 
despair ; while Montague, aware of the 
increased - tenderness of my feelingsr^. 
affectionately endeavoured to support 
me under this trial of my fortitude by 
every argument of consolation in his 
power to devise. A few days after our 
return he brought Captain Arden, whom 
he had accidentally met at the War- 
office, home to dine with him in Caven- 
dish Square. Even the presence of a 
friend could not steal me from my sor- 
rows, and my tears streamed in torrents 
ais he kindly sympathized in my regrets. 
His regiment was also ordered upon the 
expedition^ and was then on the march 
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for Fortsmbuth^ \vhith'er he was then 
going to embark for Spain ; and as he 
feelingly described the consonant grief 
of his sister at their distressing separa- 
tion, my former promise to Marianne 
suddenly recurred to my recoUectidn. 
I instantly determined to send for her 
out of Cornwall, that we might divide 
our sorrows, and mingle our tears to* 
gether. Montague entirely approved 
this plan. To Miss Arden he. was certain 
that it would be an agreeable relief, and 
in sharing Miarianne's sorrow for the 
absence of her brother, he hoped that 
I should in some measure alleviate my 
own i and with this idea he encouraged 
me to hasten her visit I wrote instantly 
to Marianne to prepare her for her re? 
moval, and, assured of her joyful ac« 
ceptance of my^ invitation, I dispatched 
a confidential domestic with our tra- 
velling chaise and four, to bring her im* 
mediately to London. Marianne lost 
no time in accomplishing her journey ; 
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for, buried iii the deep solitude of a 
country mansion, situated near the sea 
side in one of the wildest and most 
distant parts of Cornwall, she had been 
long anxiously anticipating the arrival 
of my invitation, and when she had 
taken leave of her Cornish cousins, and 
finally beheld herself upon the high road 
to London again, her joy knew no 
bounds : her sorrow &t the departure of 
her brother partly gave way to these 
pleasurable emotions, and for the first 
few days after her arrival, she laughed 
and cried alternately. 

Marianne is unaltered both in person 
and manner} she has I fear given but 
little of her time to her promised studies^ 
and a sort of mauvaise honte still hangs 
over her, somewhat increased as I have 
perceived by her residence in ComwalL 
Her cousins, though immensely rich, are 
neither accomplished, nor of refined 
habits, and she has for the last twelve 
months been doing little more than- run* 
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ning wild about the country, with a 
monthly assembly at Penzance, as the 
uttennost boundary of her expectations. 
Thus far I have learnt in the little con* 
versation we have as yet held on the 
subject; fi>r my thoughts are now so 
entirely engrossed by Montague, that I 
have neither leisure or inclination to 
lend myself to any thing else. He has 
scarcely an instant which he can call his 
own ; the house is in a continual bustle, 
and our weary porter never tt rest : our 
breakfast table in a morning is a perfect 
levee. Commissaries, officers gc»ng with 
dispatches, some attached to regiments 
already saUed, others going to safl, with 
the addition of persons upon private 
business, so incessantly besiege our 
doors, that Montague is whblTy occupied 
by them ; whilst the agonizing certainty 
that every hour wliich passes over me is 
still abridging my term of happiness, 
wrings my heart with anguish^ and drives 
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me from his presence to misery and 
despair 1 

A few days now only intervene before 
4us departure for Spain j I have wept, I 
have implored him to suffer me to Ac- 
company him to Portsmouth^ and remain 
there tiU he sails, but hitherto without 
avail. At that moment he tells me his 
country has superior claims. Firm and 
resolutely conscientious in the discharge 
of his puUic duty, he denies me this 
last eomfort, nor will he even listen to 
"my fbliciti^ons on the subject; and all 
the consolation I can now loc4cfQrward 
to is his grateful i^probation of my ac- 
quiescence with his wilL This dreadful 
separation destroys all my fortitude: 
May Heaven in its mercy support me 
through it! May the same gracious 
Providence restore him to my aching 
heart. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 



1808. 



JL HE dreadfbl crisis of nly sizflering is 
arrived, and Montagfue at this; moment 
is actually preparing to depart. Iii a 
few boiiFs he sets out for Portsmouth. 
Although in calmer. moments I could iiot 
endure «ven the idea of a. passing breath 
that should dim his glory ^ yet in the 
paroxysm of agonized feelings which 
now distract me^ I have cast m3rself at 
his feet and implored, urged him. by 
every dear and tender, tie to forego the 
command, nay even to relinquish the 
high station which he now holds in. the 
British^ army I Driven almost to frenxy 
in the wild bitterness of my despair, I 
have industriously recalled his former 
sufferings to his mind } I have childishly 
conjured up Qvery possible scene of 
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horror for his annoyance, and painted 
all the wretchedness c£ my fate, should 
he unhappily &11 a sacrifice in . the 
dreadful conflict for which he is now pre- 
paring} but, wrapt in the proud con- 
sciousness of British heroism, Montague 
smiles at the terrors whic|i.4iatract my 
throbbing heart, . an4> ioflep^ble in the 
i^harge of whi)t he believes to be hjs 
duty, I have iknelt and wept in vain! 

» 

^ War bas its channs terrific : far and wide 
When stands Ike eaibattltf liMt in bannciM pridc, ' 
O'er the Tex'd plain when the shrill clfop^rs nmp : 
. And the long phalanj glitters in the sun ; 
When now no dangers of the dreadful day 
Jlwr the br%ht9enc»'9r break it» inn anray^ 
Full pft too rashly glows with fond delight. 
The youthful breast, and asks the future fight j 
K«r sees th4t HorrorV fom, a spectte wan, 
Stnlks yet nnseen along the gleamy v^n ! " 

Sedulously attentive to whatever inay 
conduce to tranquillize my mind, he has 
studied every arrangement for my com* 
fort during his absence. God graint that 
our separation may not be long! for 
^here can I find comfort while M(m^ 
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tague is in danger? My boding heart 
throbs with sensations hitherto unknown, 
the situation in which he leaves me 
renders our parting more dreadful } but 
with a tenderness peculiar to himself 
he tries to laugh away my fears : ^^ A 
soldier's wife, '' he tells me, ^^ should 
never want courage." Alas ! the wife 
of Montague should indeed be a heroine. 



CHAPTER XL. 



I 
I 



<* I go Ms.ared— my life, ftdiev ! 

Where tliMiidering cauioiis rattle, 

Aod murcPriiig carnage stalks in view : 

Asmred that on the wings of lore 

To Heaven ab»ve tbyfenrcnt orisons are flown. 

The tender prayer thon pufst np there 

Will caH a gnardian angel down. 

To watch me in thelmttle ! " 

• 

xIlLL is over^ Montague has sailed, 
and yet I exist! The troops were in 
the harbour two days after the embark- 
ation, waiting for a wind. Oh! .how 
my sick heart cherished the vain hope 
of their departure being finally coun- 
termanded; but the wind at length 
served, and on Thursday the last division 
of the expedition got under way. Ten- 
derly indulgent to my earnest request, 
Montague gave to me the last hour he 
remained in sight of land ; his letter is at 
this instant the melancholy tenant tof 
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my bosom, and never, should he fall, 
shall it leave me but with life. 

I shall immediately renioye to Rich- 
mond, Acre I cannot stay; for every in- 
dividual I meet tortures me with in- 

■ 

quiries, and every^ object I behold only 
reoiinds me of my loss : till I can again 
hear from Montague I shall fly from. the 
worlds and bury myself in solitude. 
Miss Arden's journey, and new objects, 
for a few days dried her tears, but Mon«. 
tagae's departure has renewed Iver 
griefs ; and, awakened to the remem- 
brance of her lonely situation, shoiild 
any accident befall her brother, she sits 
weeping by my side, and shares with me 
the sorrows she can in a lesser degree 
appreciate. Adieu! I shall resume my 
pen, when I am §Q{nQ what , more com- 
posed. 



CHAPTER XLI. 



Richmondf November ISOft. 

I HAVE been at Richmond the last 
mx weeks, and this place, which I had 
BOt before visited since the death of my 
venerable friend, inspired me on my first 
arrival with a deeper sense of grief — 
The sight of the hatchment over the hall 
docH", as we drove up the avenue, recalled 
a thousand tender recollections to my 
mind, and occasioned such a burst of 
sorrow as wholly subdued the little tran- 
quillity I had yet regained. Most of the 
domestics, as well as the regulation of 
the establishment^ remain as formeirly^ 
so that could I divest myself of the pain* 
ful remembrance of my double loss, I 
might at Richmond be more at ease. Of 
all places Richmond is most congenial to 
my present feelings j amidst its tran- 



i^Awiu I p a tted »/ ewrlieait bowy ^ 

Itbt wdks i^ tbe fiilmtatioQg now foa- 
0MS iittle:!beButj)r4 but srbere I bave jp 
•fiseqoQttkly wasidered im (days of liapf^ 
fuomiie, vith fiMods ^le^y jeod^fyred to 
my tendereat raQ9lke<MiH I atiH Ui^gar 
ifbr lioarsy^unmii^fid of the obitttog Uast, 
aiB 4k ac^tteffs s^nriads of the &UiDg leaves 
<in my solitaiy jpoth, tand whoa the in- 
crenaing daearineas of ^a I^te ^ptamiial 
^reniBg driv^MB me back again to my 
.bheerless home, acarcdy aq d^^ect fiuSa 
to recall tbean wikh >^dded lolaDasit to my 
^entvve tboii^tB. 

Mm. Ayim^t died in bar dresaiiig* 
^aoom, an apartment iriiioh I haM yat 
firanted couf age to enter; so powaiftdljr 
liPouU the aigbt <)f many articles of her 
well rememboed use i^erve my.slen- 
lier fortitude. Wi& <that restlessness of 
«sttd ^hioh.Qot nnfteqoentfy n^aiks die 
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last hours of fading mortality, she had, in 
one of the intervals of sense which pre- 
ceded her dissolution, insisted upon being 
removed to it, and placed in an upright 
position in her arm-chair ; but unable to 
sustain evefh the motion of this desired 
change, the fatigue suddenly overpower- 
ed her, and almost without a sigh she 
expired in Montague's arms. 

Although I removed hither as soon 
as the hurry of Montague's departure 
had subsided, , I have as yet admitted no 
society, and, dead to every hope but of 
his safety, here I still vegetate in anxi- 
ous solicitude for intelligence from Spain. 
Absorbed in this predominant hope, I 
have little inclination to turn my thoughts 
to other subjects, and at this crisis Miss 
Arden of all others is precisely the com- 
panion best adapted to my frame of mind; 
for her presence neither restrains my 
sorrow, or distresses me by a necessity of 
exerting myself to entertain her. Day 
-after day I sit for boui3 impatiently wait- 



I 
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ing the arrival of foreign letters, whilst 
others less interesting lie unthought of 
jand unperused; but when at length they 
arrive,, and the exertions of our brave 
troops, eloquently detailed in the impres- 
sive language of my beloved Montague; 
inspire me with a transient feeling of 
confidence in the result, a gleam of sun- 
shine seems to invigorate the sh}mbe]:ing 
faculties of my soul, and I shed over his 
welcome letters tears of the tenderest 
transport ! 

Marianne feelingly participates in my 
anxiety, she has received but one letter 
since her brother reached Spain : he has 
b^en ordered into the interior, where 
communication is more difficult; but 
Montague, who occasionally hears of 
him, never fails to recount all he learns 
for the gratification of his sister. The 
solitude which at present seems to be 
our. mutual choice has latterly afforded 
Marianne more leisure for application; 
and for the last few weeks she has so far 

M 2 
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icMNjuered hfer ImbiMal mAolence, as to 
%tetsak« lierMlf m<m ^ssMmud^r to Iner 
{HSoMJsed studies. Hmtr long tiits indos- 
trioiis homoyr mH coutimie I east fom 
%d plroibaUe ^conjectore* btft, with 4be ^o- 
^Askmail assijttatice df ^supeiidr tiidite, I 
tfaiak it stili "possible for tier to reAecn 
-BOftie of the mimy ad^fttftnges sbe faas lost 
by iter inatteiytioH. Her knM?iedg)e on 
most subjects IB so entirety superfiokl, 
tliat her views of sodety are conse- 
quently very confined, and this I eonsi- 
'fier as in seme measure the oauBe ^ that 
tfritability of fbefling^'whiiefc sent her JTr^Ma 
Ittdiii in a "fit of mistaken angtsr, ^ volai^^ 
tary alien from the prospect of promised 
%ie^piness, and a t^atidetmg e&ite from 
tf 1 her near ^cotmexionsl 

'Ber father^ sister, 'who ^k narried Hl 
^theEast^^till Hvets there, as I: understand, 
In a style <3if sii^gular magnitieeiioe. Mr. 
Delfne, tbe di^demnt %««roth«d ^MfBs 
Arden, it s^ertfs, is i^lateflto^h^ huaband 
<xf tliiis lady ; and noVvi^lMtMdilig li«r 
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» 

irjBiirted kidiffQrencQ to Indiao aSkko^ 
Mariiiniie^ I still feta^ gives «»iuiiy a, n^lm 
s^ to the remembrance of her absent 
lover. Sometioeies, when ve have talked 
over the wild procedure c^ her voy^e ta 
Ei^land, she weeps from the impulse of 
self-accusatioD, and the next momenti, 
when her feelings have been roused hy 
the supposition of her lover's n^ect, she 
dieclares with all the passionate enthu^ 
siasm of the moment, that were it possi^ 
ble for her to behold him that instant aft 
ber feet, she would reject with disidaift 
all his vows of future constancy 1 I mnSat 
at this magnammoua resolntioa of my 
young friend, as the ^^ tide of other timea^* 
erosses my conscums recoHectkm; but I 
much fear that she will never be exposed 
to this arduous trial. She has now been: 
resident nearly eighteen months in £ng-» 
knd, and not a syllable has yet trann 
spired respecting her Asiatic friends. 

Her aunt, with whom Mr. Delme, I 
learn, is a particular £ivourite> has been 
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too deeply offended bj her conduct to 
be reconciled without difficulty, and a 
spirit of female pride has hitherto pre- 
vented all attempts on her part to con- 
dliate her angry relative, lest her. con- 
trition should be placed to the account 
of Mr. Delme. Captain Arden wrote to 
this lady to apprize her of his mother's 
death, but his communication, I believe, 
is as yet unanswei^d; and should any 
fatal accident depriv6 her of her brother, 
Marianne has not anothei* family con- 
nexion under whose protection she could 
feel at ease. Hert^ornish friends, though 
well-meaning, are not iJie sort of persons 
to make their home by any means an eli- 
gible residence for a young woman cir- 
cumstanced as Miss Arden ; and, reared 
amidst the enervating splendours of the 
East, she would feel most severely the 
de{M*ivatjon of many luxuries to which 
she has been accustomed, and which her 
habits of personal indolence have in some 
sort rendered necessary to her. I lec« 
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ture her incessantly on the necessity of 
mental exertion, and, in compliance with 
my wishes on this subject, she laughingly 
assures me that she will endeavour to 
learn to think. Sometimes we become 
quite serious, and when provoked by her 
inattention I reason with her upon the 
folly of wasting years of valuable leisure 
in such frivolous pursuits as usually en^ 
gross her mind, I succeed for a time in 
4Jonquering her indolence, by rousing her 
pride into some exertion of her under* 
standing. The effect however will, I 
fear, be but transient, and notwithstand- 
ing all my efforts to ^complish a change, 
I am apprehensive that Marianne, witl) 
abundance of good qualities and a most 
affectionate heart, will never attain more 
than a very limited knowledge of the 
world and its indispensable requisitions.. 



(MAf^R %tU. 



Kovember/' stiU hangs o^i^er us, bat a^ 
fUj of emnfert bas enligbtened the deep 
gfboifr ^ thid' wiBfrj seasdB.^-^Tbe Bii* 
fisb lbree!( entered Salamanei^ en fbe 
ISth^ and yesterday I xeceived letters 
ficM MontagHe^ to inform roe of hisr pre- 
ient rtation^ Sfttd eontinaed wel&i^.'^ 
lliey are^ bowerar^in howly ekpeetad«tt 
Hf ail engs^ement witb tbe eneay; evfi^ 
ibing i» in actiye preparafien fbr the 
itteasure, tbough^onr braver troops en^ 
dcrre privations almost unpilralleled in 
the annals of military suffering. Fresh 
detachments are ordered to reinfbree the 
troops now in Spain, and a regiment of 
dragoons, lately stationed at Canterbury, 
are already on the march to embark at 
Deal for their destination. Nothing can 
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equal my aai^ety; my feelings are indes* 
cribable. May you, my sister, never ex- 
perirace a rimilarity of ftensation ! I 
siust break off, for collectedly I cannot 
write !— 

December, 1808. 

The Aylmers are now at Richmond ; 
they have been here for the last foirt* 
mgbt: La^ Ayfaner, who has beoi 
staying with Mrs. Meredxth in CJaroai^ 
vonsfaire, retamed to town late in ^tSsh 
vember, and, learning that I was at 
Ridimond, came immediately updn a 
vi»t of ceremony, though sdie dsured not; 
as .1^ ii^orroed me, intrude Miss Ayi» 
mer sntii she knew whether I choae to 
neceive ber. Margaret, she assured esse* 
was much altered, and exceedix^ly de« 
snms ta be adsnitted to m^ favosur* It 
mpfou that ILord Montagae^s avowed 
^termination to abide by the litend ia« 
l^ntion of b^ aunt^s be^piest has ofc^ 
rated most powerfully upon the conduct 
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250 WARWICK CASTLE. 

of this young lady ; and his^ wholesome^ 
but certainly very severe, explanation of 
the terms upon which alone he meant to 
fulfil the office of her trustee, has ren- 
dered her somewhat cautious of giving 
him any offence. With Lady Aylmer's 
positive assurance of her contrition, and 
the hope that in reality she was become 
more deserving, I did not affect an un« 
gracious distance towards her; but, wish- 
ing to assist in some degree to redeem 
her tarnished fame by affording her my 
countenance, I extended to her the in-^ 
vitation I had previously given her mo- 
ther, from motives of respect to the situ- 
ation in which they now stand with Mon* 
tague. Two days afterwards her Lady- 
ship and the fair penitent arrived. Mar* 
garet certainly is much improved, this 
the most prejudiced of her enemies. can- 
not but acknowledge ; although she still 
sometimes forgets the sober character 
ehe has assumed, ^nd a spirit of levity 
occasionally breal6 forth: in my pre* 
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sence^ however, she is strictly upon her 
guard, and a single glance is sufficient 
to check her sallies^ though slie cannot 
entirely divest herself of the coquette. 



CHAl^felt ILltt 



Another fortnight has elapsed.— 
My visitors have left Richmond, and I 
have once more heard from Montague. 
He is still well> at least he tells me so ; 
but I have gathered from the report of 
others, that the; sufferings of the soldiery 
are extreme and incredible. Their duty 
is dreadfully severe; forced marches 
amidst the mountains render the service 
most harassing, and a general want of ' 
almost every article of comfort, or even 
clothing, renders it still more distress- 
ing. Montague will not complain, but 
he must inevitably share their privations 
as equally as their dangers. 

The troops which have been recently 
ordered to Spain were all got on board 
and waiting for the wind, when they were 
countermanded at the moment that it 
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rtc^iVed ortlets Id dfeetfilMirk. By itotel^ 
H^nce ^hich I obcasioti^jfj^ gaM ^ttr 
high autirdri'ty, I fearh that transptMtd 
Irave been wdened out ft* the purpose tii 
britigmg idte tttjops batk from Spaitt. 1 
€Siniot penetl'^te the rtiystfely of thfft teX- 
f raotdtiiary procedure j ^r of theit retuttt 
there ^eeittB hot at ptestnt l^e stti^edt 
ptbbiitaity, at leiSt 1 fear ^o. 

Mfts AJrdeA h^ i'eeeived a i^econd jtet^ 
teif froitt he* brother j he too is teell, btft 
pl&eefd itt a pe^t of coni^ideraUe dafigei*^ 
it a detkcfaed ^tatioti ih An^aiusin, and 
Atrch haraitefed by tlife fitquetfcy of fly. 
hig skirtttisheB ^fth the enemy. Mart- 
anhe was eitremely uneasy tai she re- 
ceivfed ft ; biit a singular and very agree- 
able adventure, tvhich has tecentJy tre- 
fallen her, has in some measure with- 
(ihrawn her from her regirets upon hfe ac- 
eoutat. ^e had been anxiously, almost 
chilcfishly busy for some days in the con- 
i^tructioici of an omamet^ed Work-basket, 



254 \maWICK CAfilfLB. 

and> wanting some decorations for ^t, w& 
(me morning, almost a y^e^k since, drove 
to town to purchase th^ni. We had de- 
voted the whole of the morning to shop* 
ping, and I was just stepping into the 
carriage at the door of a fashionable shop 
in Bond Street to return home to dinner, 
ivhen Miss Arden, who was already seat- 
ed in it, uttered an exclamation of >asto<p 
nishment, and, with her head out of the 
window, looked anxiously into the street. 
The footman put up the step, the door 
was closed, and the carriage had rattled 
over the pavement into Piccadilly, before 
I could obtain from her an answer to my 
inquiries. She believed she had seen 
Mr. Delme ! — She thought, she was sure 
it was him; and she, who but a few days, 
before was courageously determined to 
drive him from her heart, now shed tor- 
rents of tears over this fancied glance of 
her faithless lover. I endeavoured to 
calm her agitation by representing the 
improbability of the circumstance. " She. 
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did not at all care about him,'^ she said; 
** but it was so mortifying, so truly pro- 
voking, to be so very near, and not even^ 
to be seen by him/^ And whilst she. 
continued to protest her perfect indiffer- 
ence about him, her streaming eyes and 
isobbing voice most eloquently confirmed 
the sacred truth of her assertion ! For 
the remainder of the day Marianne could 
not be persuaded but that she had seen 
her former Jover, though for my own 
part I looked upon it as the mere chi- 
mera of fancy. I considered the circum- 
stance as scarcely prob^le, for in such 
a multitudinous assemblage as London 
daily presents, a simil^ity of counter 
nance might easily have deceived her; 
she, however, could not abandon the 
idea, she still believed she had really be- 
held Mr. Delme, and under this impres* 
sion she continued to reiterate her former 
vows of indifference, when one morning, 
having left her deep in the formidable 
task of answering her brother's iettex &Mr 
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Ae next dig|Mttcbes> I walked into the 
gatdea* As I ftpproacfaed the willow^ 
WftHC) I obMTved a stmoger^ a youngs 
man, extremely ' gendemanty-looking, 
wl^ had evidently entered from curi* 
Mity by tiie gate ftom thtt river-path. 
He tMpehed his hat as I s^iproached, 
tkpAy i^)0togi8u^ Ibr his intrunooy said 
that, hamg fiMnd the gate opea by the 
trater^^ide, the ieaMy of the gronadB 
htttd tempted him to enter. I prayed him 
to pass on and gratify his ouriosi^, 4eis- 
mmnig hhn tbatim ini^ection of the gar- 
de&i wouli do drnm hooour* I left him 
ix^ hit obseiiratkm^ aad continued my 
tto<^,«ill, ehiSQd by the ftosty air, I bent 
my ttifp^ fiotverds lAe home iigaan^ nnd, 
enteriog ^fte teeaktet^padoar, foiiad 
4hfe «bn»ger seated by die fire in &• 
ttiliar eoiiveffte vntk Marianne. He 
instantly reeegniaed mm, uuA I naa at 
no lees for the tt>otinne<»f 3m &rther in^ 
truakm, when Mss Atdea wilii a» arch 
Imiie i»lrodaced him as JNEr. Dehne ! 
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MwteHne! hiid b€»6n conreet » ber 
<iCtt^e«Cnre^ feftH waia^acteUftlfy Mr. Belme 
iv^htom dhe bad seefh in Bond Street, and^ 
ii aftenv'iiii^ appeared that he liatf adto- 
s(eeti het; but^ umsthleto decide with wtty 
6ettmnty from ffaiir panfthi^ glance of 
her being in reality the finr fngititef' 
whom he was then seeking, he juniper 
iflto a hatikney eoach, and ordered it t& 
SMdfw onr carriage tifi it stopped, kt 
iJic hope of gaining a perfect view of her 
When ffh6 idighted. In this pursuit he 
Wi» driv«tlt afle^ ns to j^iehmond, bnt 
i^it bid Mheme y^rM rekxdered abortive^ 
ibr th^ durriage miMenlf turning into the 
iHw^^Mt through the plantation, he conlA 
deviite nb pkusfble excnse for jhlhming 
vtB into the private grounds, and, thtnr 
foiled in his pursuit, he drove back to 
London exceedingly disappointed. He 
dduld not, however, divest himself of 
the idea that it was Miss Arden whom 
he had iseen ; and, determined at all 
eVertts to remove his doubts upon the 
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subject, in a day or two he came to 
Richmond again. He passed the day 
in loitering about^ the neighbourhood, 
and making every possible inquiry that 
could tend to satisfy his anxiety. He 
readily discovered to whom the house 
and grounds where he had seen the 
carriage enter belonged, and as readily 
ascertaioed that I had a young friend 
then staying with me ; but it was sup- 
posed to be Miss Aylmer, who was na 
stranger, and who, it was well known in 
th«> neighbourhood, had recently b^en 
visiting me. Not entirely satisfied with 
this account, but still at a loss how to 
prosecute his inquiry farther, Mr.DeJme 
vaguely continued his wanderings about 
the neighbourhood, and accidentally dis« 
covering the gate by the water-side, 
which led from the river steps, where 
a pleasure-boat was usually moored for 
our summer excursions, he entered the 
gardens without hesitation, and pursu- 
ing his stroll came immediately into the 
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grounds into which he had before 60; 
vainly sought admittance. In conse- 
quence of the permission which I^hs^d 
given him in our accidental rencontre, 
he advanced boldly towards the house^ 
and almost at the moment when hope 
seemed to have deserted him, all doubts 
as to Miss Arden's identity were fortu- 
nately at an end; for Marianne, deeply 
engaged in writing to her brother, was 
sitting in the bow-window exactly be* 
fore him, and be had full leisure to eon*- 
template her countenance before he , at- 
tempted to call her attention to himself. 
A slight movement on the gravel-walk 
readily drew her notice, and, uttering an 
exclamation of surprise and joy, Mari-^ 
anne in an instant met him in the garden. 
All her cares now seemed to be at an 
end; in the short hour that had elapsed 
before my return Mr. Delme had ef- 
fectually convinced her of his unalter- 
able regard, and her former magnani- 
mous resolutions were forgotten, Thi^ 
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4lorl period had been amplf suffidoit 
for reciprocal expfanation ; and Delme 
ftaving followed her to England to rei* 
claiiir her afiectioa, all apprchensioiis of 
his foture constancy seemed wholly an« 
firihilated ; she gave her sorrows to the 
iHfndS) and for the succeeding days not 
a thought of sadnesa interrupted her 
gaiety ; her books were tossed aside, the 
Magnificent work-basket was entirely for« 
gotten, 1^, till the recollection of her 
brother'i^ danger again deluged her in 
tears, not a thought but of India and 
happiness occupied her mind! She has 
IiMt no time howeirer in transmitting this 
agreeable information to Captain Arden, 
and Mr.Delmehasalsowrittentohimupon 
the same subject. Mr. Delme is a very in* 
telligent young man; he was educated in 
l^ngland, and is certainly superior to most 
of his contemporaries in the East: without 
being strikingly gifted with personal at* 
tractioM, he is extremely gentlemanly 
in his manners^ and appears to possess 
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lilMt«ort of imlepsndei»t'fipii4tiv^ 
mSoctxta/ij mtnim JMactiiinaie fnom £9Ltm» 
^siiyy by neceasarH^ subfectiag hv to 
4iie dinectioQ io£ dns dtrai^er judgmeMt$ 
4liis bis GDflduct faM already ifiilly ^ninctA^ 
and I consider btm :M<if all oth&os itfae 
onoat likely to Mtsuw ber happiness. Uo^ 
iiaed to liie society of wcanen >of b|gh 
SMHtdi t»pao^9 be appears isosriQe^ 
awane cf tmy fdefioieQCy in Ha &tr in*- 
4^ided» Is India) wfbere ibese are se 
.&mr ^i^oittuniites tif oampnriaosi, rsbe 
^nrSl sqpfiear ko naaoe admoMge tbaii aa 
IBng^aad, and the iittle knoiriedy &4ie 
luB requited since bter aesideooe bes«^ 
added to bertmdimbted teste tn (^orsoaid 
decoration, >wiH igrui^ Us M»ity bf 
jgtvn^ ber a diManctisA miNm her xetrnrn^ 
fwbich ahe wouU in (vain /aeek di>r Jiem. 

Upon bis finst arrival tn Engjbnd aonc 
Montbs^ce, Mr. Ddme 'bent bts^coucae 
to Lemmington, n/^beae tbe kMer of Ca^ 
tain {Aarden, .written to ^annDunoe his ^a»- 
therU ideatfa te tfaoir dsefadairos lin Jndiiai 



^ 



262 WARWICK CASTLE. 

liad in some measure directed him; but 
all traces of the ot:gect of his search 
were there lost^ for although it was 
known that Miss Arden was in my care, 
no person there was aware that Monta- 
gue was other than Colonel Elliott ; and 
having vainly searched the Army List to 
ascertain Colonel Elliott's situation and 
appointtnents^ his adverse fate carried 
him to Edinburgh, where a regiment to 
which a Colonel Elliott was attached was 
at that period in quarters. This gentle- 
man however disclaimed all knowledge 
of Lemmington, or ^ the fair object of 
his inquiry, and after a stay of some 
' weeks in the metropolis of the north, 
Mr. Delme retraced the road to Eng- 
land ; and, finding at the army agent's 
that Captain Arden was in Spain, he 
next made a tour of the fashionable 
watering places, at some of which he 
vainly hoped he might find the fugitive 
Marianne. Time wore away, and his 
search still continuing unsuccessful, he 
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began to doubt whether, wholly forgetful 
of all her' former affection, Marianne 
might not possibly have given her hand 
to another. This idea, which before had 
not occurred to him, he now fancied 
might account for the ill success he had 
hitherto met with, and under this impres- 
sion he believed that he might have been 
seeking^ as Miss Arden, her who now 
probably bore another appellation. As 
winter approached he regularly frequent- 
ed every public place in London, but the 
•form of Marianne never once gladdened 
his sight ; and convinced that he had 
now lost every trace of her, he reluc- 
tantly abandoned the hopes which had 
brought him to England, and had actu- 
ally engaged bis passage to India, by a 
ship which' sails in March, when he so 
unexpectedly discovered her in my car- 
riage at the door of a jeweller's shop in 
Bond Street. 

. Mr* Delme holds a lucrative situation 
at Calcutta, and his leave of absence 
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not cetura frMi Hs pHgrvrnge wit^iMit 
ik&r; i^ni, ii I gue93 f^hA, ^be ¥# ^ 
Jitt4^ j^eintittMiii in i^^wwSmg Mt» lor ibfls 

ipf ^Qf lirotbisr'ji conciUEKmce: fUd (si^af; 

iseiircely &el juaksfied ^sboiflii 4t ti^ plunp 
^ bis absei^ce. SkieeiU^s^»s(wn»te«Q}Mf- 
icttseoment Mr. Del«i6 hi»i[H«WAd the fyi?w- 
jGipal fMirt <tf his itime with m 9^ Bkkh 
imoDd; lie has bet fow in^WMte QORh 
doiesiem ia this country^ wd haiviiig 
jdi«patched ihe .bitsiness inchich ^ ^finrt 
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kept him more At the Xn^ia HQiise» be;hfi0 
for the last few days broken #iir solitaigr 
tUipfMite by the . ^diiiiaii §f Ms fociety* 
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J. BEGIN to grow most impatient for 
intelligence from Spain ; no letters from 
Montague have lately arrived, although 
some have been received in town with 
information that Sir John Moore had 
drawn up his army in order to attack the 
enemy, but that, after vainly pressing 
them to an engagement, they had re- 
moved to some other situation. What 
can this protracted silence of Montague 
portend ? — He was well when the dis- 
patches came away, that I am assured 
of; for Captain Garth has ascertained 
this fact to relieve my torturing fears. 
This estimable young man is in kindness 
almost a brother to me." 'Trom him I 
learned, with some difficulty, that an en- 
gagement is hourly expected by Govern- 
ment. Fresh reinforcements from di& 
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ferent regiments are ordered to join 
those now in Gallicia, and the troops 
are embarlfiiig at Bamgate with the ut- 
most activity and dispatch. Transports 
with another brigade of the Guards are 
Ulr^a^y^in theJDowW) Qf which Qieneral 
<Sampbell bys^recently lefl town Xo t^ 
the comniMd. The reioainder of the 
troops Are ff^oing ^ ibrced 43[)»rchQ3 to 
Portsmouth, and Heaven only can guess 
at the result! God grimt it may be &- 
vourable! 

DiqjaAcbes are at lovgth arrived from 
Sir John Moore at Joro, bnt not 0: ^iu- 
,f^ line y«^t from .^taw^gpe. <^ . Gene- 
-ral ^901^ ss about .^ form a junction 
,with General JSir IXavid ISaird, and the 
troops under thcf command of Lor d.Mon- 
4ague, Mt X^go.?' ITbijs.is theanswer I 
liavethis instant r#ceiy£d from the Se* 
cre(aiyj|t War» Pi}y.n\y jsick Jieart ! 



CSEAPTER XLV. 

At l^Qglih lay wmty i? i,n some <Dea- 
ww^ retieve4 ^y kUeiB front Mpntagv^, 
who is pi^fc), though mSktin^ as be rf * 
luQtan(ly acl^nowledg^ much of the 
iiftcoayenieQce of ^19 harassing cam- 
piugn. Of tl^e severity of this ^^ incon- 
venience'' I am perfectly well con^ 
vince^} fi>r, eptirely regardless of his 
p^r^onal ease when consideirations of 
more importance should occypy hit 
mind, Montague would not think of in* 
qonvf^pienccy were his sufferings not ex* 
tr^mcw l^e oamp equipage and super* 
fluous clothing of the officers have all 
been unhe^itatiogly relinquished for the 
relief of thei sick and wounded^ and to 
the comforts of a bed he confesses him- 
self a stranger i whilst amidst all these 
privatiops I, gracioijis Heaven! I, the 
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creature of his bounty, the pampered 
object of his tenderest cares, nursed in 
the lap of splendour, and pillowed upon 
beds of down, have dozed away my 
hours in ease and fastidious luxury, while 
Montague, my beloved Montague, ex- 
posed to all the perils of a damp and 
chilling atmosphere, has thankfully re- 
posed his weary limbs on the cold 
ground, and slept tinsheltered and un- 
protected, save by the dewy arch of 
Heaven. 

To detail at large the horrors which I 
am hourly hearing is a task I cannot 
attempt ; the papers which I shall here- 
after enclose will give you some idea 
of the state of mv hiind at this crisis ; 
for the British forces have been for some 
days retreating nearly in ^ight of the 
enemy,* and the impatience of the sol- 
diery, rendered desperate by intoxica- 
tion, (which is not the least evil their 
Commander has to contend with), for an 
engagement,isincredible. Sick, wounded. 
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and enduring all the miseries of a march 
through the deep snows which partially^ 
covered the mountainous region o^ 
Monte del Cabreo, in their route to- 
wards Lugo, and in w.hich the beasts 
that drew them, according to the ac- 
count of an eye-witness, failed at every 
step, and were left in their waggons to 
perish amidst the snows ; their way 
marked by the wretched people who or\ 
all sides lay expiring from fatigue and 
severity of the cold, their bodies redderi- 
ing in spots the white surface of the 
frozen ground ; the inen feeling dis- 
gusted by the disgrace of their retreat, 
or, as they term it, running away from 
the enekny, are in a state of desperation 
almost approximating to n^utiny! A 
few hours pause, an opportunity of en- 
countering the French face to face, even 
knee-deep amidst the snow, and in the 
dreadful state to which the lamentable 
supineness of the Spanish, added to the 
want of food and other necessaries,. had 



tttti fbrc^s s^eiiied to deiiire } atid, incited 
to the commhsfon of every variety of 
e^e^s that the plundered states of the 
country would adriiit of, the predomi- 
nant sentiment of revenge seemed to 
animate every heart. 

In this passage over the mountain, a 
Portugtteite i)uIlock-driVer, i^ho had 
fitHhiuBy served the Efiglidi from the 
first day of their mi^ch, was seen on his 
knees amid the snow^ with has hands 
jefasjped, dying in the attitude and act of 
prayer ! He had at least the hopes and ac- 
tual consolation of religion in his parting 
hour. The ^diers who threw them- 
jsielves down to perish by the way side 
gave utterance to &r different feelings 
with their dying breath : shame ^ and 
strong anger were their last sentiments, 
and their groans were mingled with im« 
precations upon the Spaniards, by whom 
they i&ncied themselves betrayed, and 
their Greneral, who,* as they asserted^ 
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ni^et let them die like beastfi^ than 
take tiieir chance inube field of! battle. 

That no horror ndght be wanting, 
women and children accompanied this 
army ; some were fioaen to death in the 
baggage waggons, which were broken 
down, or 'le& upon the road fi)r want of 
cattle ; some died of fatigue and. cold^ 
their infants frozen at the breast ! One 
wi^tched creature, taken in labour upon 
die mountain^ laid herself down at the 
foot of an angle rather more sheltered. 
than the rest of the way from the icy 
deet which drifited along, where she was 
aW>rtly found dead, and. her two new^ 
bom bdbes ateagg^ing ibrr life io; thft 
snow. A blanket wias tbrawa avier her 
to kide her fnmt sight, all the burial 
which could be afibrded» aed the infanta 
given in: ckaige to a. woman who caotc^ 
up In. one of tfie bullock- carta, littlci 
likely aa it wsas thai thejiidiQuld survi^Q 
AnAjgb such a journey^ 

Ebeadfol aa tiiifi march waa to tha»e 
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who could behold the wreck of the army 
strewipg its line of road, it wasperhaps 
still more so to those who traversed it 
in a night, storniy and dark, wading 
through snow, stumbling over the bodies 
of beasts and men, and hearing, when-^ 
ever the wind abated, the groans of 
those whose sufferings were not yet ter- 
minated by death. 

Amongst the many memorable cir- 
cumstances attending this retreat, there 
is one which for the honour of humanity 
should not be omitted. An officer, who 
found himself utterly unable to proceed 
farther without rest, turned aside to 
shelter under some trees at a little di&t 
tance from the road, thinking he might 
possibly escape the French under theii? 
cover. He found a woman there, lying 
on the ground, with an infant beside 
her J she was at the point of death, 
having only strength to say, when he 
attempted to assist her, ** God bless 
you ! it is all over.'* He took the infant, 
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fastened it in its mother's handkerchief 
to his back, and in that manner, as soon 
as he had strength to move on, proceeded 
on the way towards Vigo, obtaining 
food and shelter as he could upon the 
road, for himself and his burden. For- 
tunately he reached Vigo safely, and 
found a transport in the Bay, on board 
of which he effected his escape. The 
"child whom he thus preserved . con^ 
tinues with him, and he has declared 
that, be his fortunes what they may, 
they shall be shared by this boy, who 
seems to have been bequeathed by Pro** 
•vidence to his protection.* 

* £dinbur|;li Annual Regitter, 1808« 
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CHAPTER XLVL 



Merciful God» support me under 
IfcliiB arduous trial! Beuavente has been 
fciurned! the town completely sacked 
by the French ; men, women, and chil- 
^en, indtscrkntnately butchered by 
these monsters in human fiiitn! And 
in this ravage masBacre the whole of 
the English prisoners have Mien a sa- 
crifice io their licentious fury. Asto^;a 
was threatened with the same dreadful 
fate, but the British army happily ef- 
fected their retreat to Corunna on the 
evening of the eleventh, and Montague 
and General Beresford are now in pos- 
session of the rocky heights over Burgos, 
from which place his letter is dated, and 
which they are hastily fortifying, and 
investing with all their force, in hourly 
^esg^ectation of some decisive engage- 
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ment Gracious Heaven ! ivill there be 
no termination to his fatigues? No ces- 
sation from t)i9 IftlK>ur8 of thid dangerous 
profession? Harassed for years by a 
succession of foreign service in which 
he h»s eyer u^rinking 1^ engage^. 
Montague's health I am 6onviiice4 ^Qst 
tfjl ^ victim i^t the shrine <^ gloiy^. and 
that cottojbry, to which he unhesitatingly 
49vot^ l^iiiiil^, l^ evea^V^Uy deprived 
of que of it* Ifvsfi apd biighl^ onui. 
mentsl 



CHAPTER XLVIL 



A.LL is over ! The campaign is at an 
«nd, and Montague is safe ! My feelings 
are indescribable ; my heart throbs even 
to agony with joy, and I fly from con- 
gratulation to share my transports "with 
you ! I am not now collected enough to 
give you the interesting particulars, but 
I will detail them hereafter as I become 
more tranquil. 



CHAPTER XLVIIL 



January 25, 1809- 

*' Full on the darkig foe be hurls his fires, 
Performs the dread behest, and in the flash expires : 
But not his fame-— for chiefs wha bleed. 
for sacred duty's holy meed. 
With glory's amaranthine wreath 
By weeping' Tictory crown*d ill deathr, 
In history's awful page shall stand 
Foremost amidst th' heroic band \ " 

X HE Honourable Captain Oordon ar- 
rived yesterday with dispatches, an- 
nouncing the important event of this 
long expected engagement. The attack, 
according to these accounts, began on 
the fourteenth, but the French were 
repulsed. It was 'renewed on the six- 
teenth about three miles from Corunna, 
and after a hard-fought and most glo- 
riously contested action, in which the 
achievements of British heroism w?re 
beyond credibility, the battle ended 
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with the fntire repulse of the French 
irmy, and the English troops effected 
their retrwl int^ the eil^dfil^ whither 
their gallant Commander, who bad been 
mortally wounded in the early part of 
the action, had been carried barely time 
enough to receive hia h»i idghs ! |n* 
dependent of thia attictiag event the 
loss of the English is ineonsi^er4l2le, 

compared wijtb th»t>«f th« Ffench f but 
the savage butcheries ef these monsters 
exceed all belief. The British, although 

worn oat hy fatigue ai)d the djiftr^mg 

privatioiw which they b*d prfivifudy 

imdergooe ia 4 cpirotry w)»pre» un4ftt 

the dpmiwon of their yiB^ictlY? ePCTSyi 
even a draMgbt pf ^ioBpIp w»Jer |«ug$ ts 
purchafied Ipy ^e mor^ fppght %^ 
lions } 4nd;^ though 9l>solK)te^ rediqg li^( 
mep intpxicated, from t)ie ^^9^9 pf 
weakness aiid in^ispoftftipPji still ^ed off 
their paHsqiiptry upon the enemy, who, 
reinforced by iacrpdible hordes as their 
^apguinary leaders were IpU^d ofi^ num- 
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bered at kast ten to one ao eomf^ti<m 

mUh tbe firitifilL Jourteea hundred of 

the fiaest cavalry horses^ literally starved 

to death for wsmt of fi)rage» had ik^ 

throata cut before th« actkiQ ! Of the 

aifectioDate relets of the former ow»era 

of tfaose Boble aiumak, syiofMrtby' nay 

aasiat you to form some ideaj but ima^ 

^baation cannot picture the frenzierl 

feelings of our brave troops, when the 

dreadful kiteUjgence reached them that 

twelve hundred of thetr £athAil com- 

xadois, Sriti$h aokUera of difierent regy 

tnents, who overpowered by £M%ue had 

propped upon ihe march from Bena- 

yente^ had been deliberately butchered 

iM cold blood by the advanced guard 

jof these sanguinary mowti^s I Am^ 

all the horrors of these bloody seen? la^ 

by the &vourof a gracious IVovidence^ 

my beloved Mgyotague is still aa& ; ^i^ 

David Baird has sujQEered the ampintalion 

of ^ arm^ but Sir John Moore b lojst 
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to his sorrowing country for ever ! This 
brave, though perhaps in some respects 
mistaken commander, was mortally 
wounded in the onset of the action. 
Wrapped in a blanket he reluctantly 
suffered himself to be carried into the 
citadel, where, as long as sense remained, 
his last hours were passed in dictating 
the arrangements which secured the 
masterly retreat of the Bt-itish army, 
and ultimately disappointed the hopes 
of their revengeful enemy. He survived 
this melancholy event but a few hours; 
and, circumstances arising from the exi- 
gencies of the case, rendering it wholly 
impossible to remove his honoured re- 
mains in safety, he was carefully wrapped 
in his military doak, and with two others 
of his brave fcorapanions, fallen in thfe 
same glorious cause, buried at midnight, 
in one grave, amidst the blazing ruins of 
the citadel of Corunna, attended by all 
the General officers^ on this fetal expe- 
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dition J the solemn office of burial of 
the dead being undauntedly performed 
over their remains^ under the vindictive 
discharge of the enemy's heavy ar- 
tillery. 



C»APTfiR XfilX. 



^T length all my terrors are over, and 
Montague is arrived* He landed from 
the Etidymion frigate, which came into 
Portsmouth early on Thursday, and in 
the evening I once more had the happi- 
ness of clasping him to my heart ! But, 
gracious Heaven! how changed! pale, 
thin, and emaciated, he is worn to a per- 
feet skeleton by anxiety and fatigue, and 
rest and comfort only can restore him to 
his former self. A trembling impatience, 
under which I could not longer content 
myself at Richmond, carried me early to 
London in the uncertain hope of meet^ 
ing him* Late in the evening he arrived. 
Almost agonized with expectation, I 
listened in breathless hope to every 
passing carriage that approached during 
the day, and when at length towards 
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midtiigiit a hired ehaise drove r&pld);^ fo 
the do€^, and I caught the welcoiMi sound 
of hid loved accents in tl)6 liall^ I rtu^hed 
to the stiurd, and i^unk motionless in bis 
arixis ! l&arly the next Ihoming we ire- 
turned to Richmond; quietness and 
coififbrt are absblotely necessary t&his 
present existence, and beire we shall re^ 
mai^ till he feels desiroos of more so- 
ciety. 

^ I glory in my country t I venerate the 
sientiment which sent thousands <ff her 
btave sons to the relief af the su:fl^ing 
patriots ! Biit amidst all the splendid at* 
tributes with which his exertions have in 
part graced her annals, amidst all tbe 
brilliant triumphs whi<^h marie the ms& 
tary fkme of Montague, the wife still 
trembles with agony at the relation of 
his personal suflfering, and, almost ucken- 
ing with horror, shrinks from the remem* 
brance of the danger he has been 'ex^ 
posed to ! % 

As long as it served, Montague shared 
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hia wardrobe as well as bis purse^ with 
his more necessitous brotlier soldiers, 
and when he at length landed at Ports- 
mouth he scarcely possessed a single 
article, but the deranged habit in which ^ 
he returned. Of his former wellrappoint- 
ed wardrobe not a solitary vestige is re-,, 
maining, and. amidst all the tears which 
his past perils sometimes excite, I can- 
not refrain from smiling when the shorn 
honoursi of his tittered hat and weather- 
beaten uniform present themselves to^ 
my recollection* Dress»makers, bopt^ 
makers, and in short military^^af^couterers 
of all descriptions, ate put in active rcn 
quisition for his immediate re-equipment, 
and during this busy interval we have 
closed our doors against all intruders on 
our domestic comfort. 

Miss Arden,in defiance of the piercing 
cold, and her former indolent habits, 
wanders undauntedly through the frozen 
plantations with Mr. Qelme ; while foe 
my own part, watching for hours by the 
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sofa on which Montague calmly reposes, 
I anxiously contemplate the change in 
his wasted form, or catch the grateful 
glance which beams so eloquently from 
his speaking eye, and shed tears of 
tender transport that he is restored to 
my anxious heart. 

Captain Arden is not yet^ arrived, 
although Montague believes he is upon 
the passage ; we are in hourly expecta- 
tion of his return, and Marianne, looks 
forward to it with the utmost solicitude, 
for she is now busily preparing for her 
quickly approaching nuptials. Mr. 
Delme's departure cannot be delayed, 
and as she has entirely forgotten her pro- 
testations of indifference, she neither 
raises, or seeks to raise, an objection to 
accompany him back to Calcutta. Every 
thing is already settled for this desirable 
event, and they now only wait her bro- 
ther's presence for their marriage ; as 
soon as it is over they propose going for 
a few days into Cornwall, to take leave 

1 



A 



Mfktf fehtkm, w4 «ff they w^U m^ff^ 

If^MH ei9brafl9 ^ f^^rtfmty «)f jLra^i- 

^r yov^ i^i!}asemet|t, for which purppsc 
i abiU 9ft^} QccftsiQQaliy riemine my petf, 
during your farther contip|i|Ui/c^ ia 4he 

.€itpt^n Ardfya is returned ; hl^ fi^vae 
over wifh thfi traps|K)rtB which iu:e still 
.^Qgipg ti}9 sick and wounded into 
PprtsiQOUtli^iandi an;|c^ous to sep his sister^ 
aet ODl; immediately for Lond(H)> where 
If r. Delme AWftited l)is ftrrival to con- 
jiUiOt him to us at Richmond, He too 
has filtered very severely, but appears 
hJj^ly gratified with th? revolution in 
liis 8i3ter's prospects. As his concur* 
reoce alone was w^qting to the liberal 
cettlem^ts already arranged by Mn 
Delme, th§ necctss^ry fgrms were soon 
opipi^ied with ; apd yesterday the mar* 
mgP of Marianne was privately sf^ 
Um»issd i9 .Bicl^npn^ Churc^. As 
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soon as it was over the new married pair 
set off for Merazion ; and^ after passing a 
quiet day 9it Bic^HCimd) we brought 
Captain Arden to town with us, and he 
is at present oiir guest in Cavendish 
Squ9r9. 



*» ♦ 
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CHAPTER L. 



Montague is stai extremely un. 
well ; a painful rheumatic affection, the 
effect of unhealthy damps and long con- 
tinued fatigue, still enervates him, and 
renders his weak frame scarcely able to 
sustain itself. I have been this moming 
almost upon my knees imploring him to 
resign his military appointments, and 
devote himself in future to the duties of 
private life ; and notwithstanding his in- 
dignant rejection of my prayer, I still 
hope that time and my entreaties will 
finally prevail. Then, 

'< Farewell the neighiog steed and the shrill trump ! 

The spirit-stirring dram,' ear-piercing fife, 

The royal banner, and all quality, 

Pride, pomp, and circomstance of glorious war, farewell !'* 

If, as an elegant author of the present 
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day expresses it, he is a soldier till he 
becomes a citizen, what more can hia 
country demand of him ? 

He has bled repeatedly in its defence, 
and from no dangers however hazardous 
has Montague ever shrunk ; he has de- 
voted the earliest years of his life and 
health to its active service, and he will 
still preside ia its councils, and still dis* 
charge the duties of his senatorial capa- 
city ; but the duties of his rank, and the 
bright example which he owes to society 
demand from him this sacrifice, inde- 
pendent of consideration for his own 
personal comfort. Arrived at the highest 
pitch of military glory, Montague will 
however quit the army with regret, for 
the soldiers love him with enthusiasm; 
and, as it was said of our heroic Black 
Prince, " have always fought under his 
banner with an assurance of victory, 
which no disparity could lessen, and no 
accidents disappoint !" 

Montague is now the last heir of. his 
VOL. iir. O 
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illustrious house, of all the long line 
which has preceded hhn, he orfy re- 
mains to transmit to postenty the bril- 
Jiant name which he inlierits. Oh ! may 
tiie Montagae to whom I shafl shortly 
give bir& be a son ! May faelive to emu- 
late the virtues of his ndtAe &ther ! May 
lie also add honour to the honour of his 
ancestors ! 



CHAPTER I-I. 



ijOSJ^ Montague is this day )pre3ent> 
ed M Court upon ibis ratura &0m Spain. 
Of ail those who ha!v« survived the me- 
lancholy retreat ifirom Corunnp^ he is 
almost the on^y one v^o k yet Srufficient* 
]y recovered to pay jilsjdtity to :his Sove* 
reign. He is at this moment standing 
before me, busily bracing on his sword- 
belt; and as I behold his fine form, 
almost JB^mdJAg fram weftkqa>%s .under the 
weight of his splendid unifonn, a sigh 
of regret steals from Jioy bosorp at the 
striking ^h#nge which a few months h:as 
occasioned 4n his appearance, and I feel 
more thaaever cofiyinced of tbei^eqes&ity 
of his resi^ation. Yet can I ever be 
grateful enough that my ** Hero^* as 
XiOrd Cairloraine sarcastically but truly 

denominated him, i^ y«t apar^s^d to me ? 

o 2 
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When I contemplate the agonizing, the 
heart-rending afilictions which the widow- 
ed wives and mourning mothers of num- 
bers of his brave companions in arms are 
fated to undergo, I feel the superior 
felicity of my lot, and prostrate on the 
ground thankfully adore that Providence 
which, amidst the slaughter of embattled 
thousands, the surrounding horrors of 
carnage and conflagration, preserved him 
from the perils of this disastrous cam- 
J)aign ! • 

** Peace to the souls of the lieroes !" Ossian sang^, 

As high o*er Monren's plains his harp be strung. 

** Peace to the souls of the heroes !'* Britain sigh'dy 
. Atf on Corunsa^slie^htiAtfr heroes died I ■. . 

Where war and raprine stalk'd in horrid forin, 

And wildly shriek'df « the spirit of the storm ;" 
. Wreaked on her patriot song their Tengeful ire. 

And bellowing thoaders wrapt its walls in fire \ 

Ye gallant triol* clasp'd it) fateful band, 

Where sleeps the genius of thy native land ? 

Shall Caledonia's harp still rest unfttning ?' 

Shall Seotia> bravest warriors fall unsung ? 

» > 

• Generals Moore, Anstruther, and Mackenzie, buried 
in one grave under the citadel of Coruona, Jan. 16, 1809. 
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Spirit of Ossian ! strike thy ftounding lyre, 

Spirit of Wallace ! tbou the bard inspire ; • ^ 

Strong o*er his soul the " light of song " shall beam, 

And deeds of 'glory animate his theme ; 

Loud from thy native rocks the strain shall rise. 

And bear, through Heavai's bhae arch, a nation's sighs ; 

Bright shall thy banners wave ! thy lanrels bloom, 

Unfading laurels I o'er thy hallow'd tomb ; 

And distant ag€t v«nerate the shore. 

Where blaz'd thy funeral pile — ^heroic Moore I 



THE END, 
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108 

133 

154 
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174 
115 
193 

V35 
241 
242 
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950 
S60 
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¥OU f. 

Line 

S3 for them read it 

44 for the naid ih^ 

7 foTdUigkifiiUgTtmi4Uigh»9iii^. 

18 for mp read A«r 

7 for that read wfticA 

4 after teA^, insert a 
88 after in, insert a 

5 for hU read <A« 

3 for naturaij read nationat 

10 for n«f AoiMver read neverMelssf not 

81 for ftreaik read wreak 

17 omit sorl o/ 

13 for insult read insuU$ 

4 for tfojr read mmi^A 
1 for and read for 

1 after mllf insert oxpresiion of 
3 for redd^ reftd reattUjf 
17 for In read on 

8 for expressly read expressively^ 



VOL. II. 

18 8 for Aad read A/u 

S8 18 for son read sons 

35 19 for other read others 

97 6 for capped read cop7 

850 83 fur Lancasterian read Lancastrian 

866 20 for o/ read a^ 



VOL. III. 
Pnge Line 

48 19 for matron's read matron 
104 16 for this read Ais 
188 80 for waif ^^^ weigh. 
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Mription of Newfoandland^ the Ms^dajlen Islands, Claebec,- 
Montreal/ New York, &c. their Mftoaers, carioos Customs, 
Anecdotes, Commerce of Canada, Climate, the Lakes, ^Im- 
ports BBd Exports, Daties, Tonnage, &c. from IBOS to 
181 1, State of Society of Canada, South Caiolh)a« Boston, 
Charlestown, tSavannah, their Literature, Natural History, 
&c. By Jeim Lambert, Esq. The Second Edition, Cor- 
rected etid tnnch Improved. To which are added Biqgra* 
phkal Notices of Madison, Gtoeral Moreau, Je£ferson« 
Madame Jerome Buonaparte, Adams, Col. Burr, Randolph, 
Emmett, Barlow, Gen. Pinckney, Monro, &c. with a 
General Statistical View of the United States for a Period 
of Twenty Years, in 2 vols. 8vo. ornamented with l6 
CdDnTed Engravings, a Chart of Quebec and its Environs, 
drawn from the Survey made by Order of Admiral Saunders, 
and a Handsome Coloured Map of >Canada and the United 
States of America, SOs, in extra t)oafds. 

52. TRAVELS in SWEDEN during the Autumn of 
1812, with an Account of Lapland. By Thomas Thompson, 
M.D. F.R.S, L. andE. F.L.S. Illustrated by Maps, Por- 
traltSy and other Viates, 4to. 2/. 2«. 

This work is the resaU of a Jouraey throofh Sweden, uoder- 
talten principally with a yiew to mineralogical researches, of which 
It coAtains nany interesting details. Besides a -map of Sweden, a 
plan of Stockholm, and a variety of other plates, it compricies 
geognostic maps oi^ Gothland, Nerike, and Sconia, plans of the 
copperjoine mt 'JFkUun, ftc, 

53. GENERALHISTQRYandCOLLECTIONof VOY- 
AGES and TRAVELS, arranged in Systematic Order; 
forming a complete History of the Origin and Progress of 
Navigation^ Dkcovery, and Commerce^ by Sea«)d Land; 
from Ahe earliest A^es <o the present time. By Robbrt 
TLsRR, FJQL£. aBdF.A.S. Edinburgh. IHustrated with 
Maps aad Charts. 

This collection, it is Expected, will be compriscii in sbouiiwentj 
volumes, of which twelve are already published, 12s. each. The 
work appears In half volumes every two months. 

24. An ACCOUNT of the PAST and PRESENT STATE 
of thelSLE OF MAN ; inclodiog a Sketch of ite Mineralogy $ 
an Outline of its Laws^ with the Privileges enjoyed by 
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Debtors ; and a History of the Island. By George Woods. 
With a Map, 8vo. 10«. 6d. 

25. AN ACCOUNT of the BRITISH SETTLEMENT 
of HONDURAS; being a brief View of its Commercial 
and Agricultural Resources^ Soil, Climate, Natural History, 
&c. with a Map. To which are added. Sketches of the 
Manners and Customs of the Mosquito Indians, preceded 
by the Journal of a Voyage to the Mosquito Shore. The 
Second Edition, 8vo. 7s» 

26. OBSERVATIONS on a JOURNEY through SPAINi 
and ITALY, to NAPLES ; and thence to Smyrnr and 
Constantinople^ By Robert Semflb. The Second Edition, 
In 2 vols. 8vo. 12s, 

To this Edition is prefixed the Spanish Post Guide, with a Map 
exhibiting the post roads throughout the Peninsula. 

. 27. A SECOND JOURNEY in SPAIN, in Ihe 
Spring of ISOf); from Lisbon thi-ough the Western Skirt* 
of the Sierra Morena, to Sevillai Cordoba, Granada, Ma- 
laga, and Gibraltar; and thence to Tetuan and Tangiers^ 
with Plates, containing 24 Figures illustrative of ihe 
Costume and Manners of the Lihabitaints of several of 
the Spanish Provinces. By the same Author. Second 
Edition, 8f. 

28. A SKETCH of the PRESENT STATE of CA- 
RACAS, including a Journey from Caracas through La 
Victoria and Valencia to Puerto Cabello. By the samel 
Author, 6s, 

29. OBSERVATIONS made on a TOUR from HAM- 
BURGH through BERLIN, GORLITZ, andBRESLAU, 
to Silberberg ; and thence to Gottenbargh, passing through 
the late Head-Quarters of the Allied Armies. By the samt 
Author. 8vo. 6s, 
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